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ENERGY ECONOMICS COLOMBIA 


MINISTER MARTINEZ SIMAHAN DISCUSSES ENERGY ISSUES 
Bogota CROMOS in Spanish 14 Sep 82 pp 32-36 


[Interview with Minister of Mines and Energy Carlos Martinez Simahan by Eligio 
Garcia; date and place unspecified] 


[Text] How can one move from the position of vice minister of education to head 
another ministry as far removed and different as the Ministry of Mines and Energy? 
This bureaucratic trick, rather difficult to understand for ordinary persons who 
are dissociated from the fortunes and mechanisms of power, is explained by Carlos 
Martinez Simahan in a spontaneous, simple and somewhat amusing way: "Through 
appointment." Nevertheless, he also immediately explains that his status as a 
politician has led him to several of the country's problems, and his status as a 
resident of the coast has prompted him to become interested in mining affairs 
specifically. 


However, his particular case is one of the best examples of the change in style 
that has occurred between the past and present administrations. Previously, the 
ministry was headed by a brilliant technician, engineer Carlos Rodado Noriega, 
the minister who was happy among astronomical figures on kilowatt hours. Now, 

on the contrary, Martinez Simahan, who is also from the coast, spontaneous and 
talkative, belonging to the same Conservative Party and even to the same Pastranist 
line, has his forte, not in the intricate concepts of high technology, but rather 
in the fact that he is simply an expert on politics. A lawyer, secretary of the 
Ministry of Justice, governor of Sucre, secretary of the Ministry of Development, 
an ambassador to the UN and vice minister of education, as well as chairman of 
the Conservative National Directorate, he is a politician moving with assurance 
in his political waters. 





And for different styles, there are more or less differing proposals and solutions. 
Now, there must be a continuation of the major projects, but also with social 
solutions, through the small projects; a continuation of the vast national elec- 
trical interconnection, but also providing light to the anonymous little town 
through which the transmissions pass. It is a political philosophy which Martinez 
Simahan attempts to summarize in the notion that heart must be applied to techno- 
logy, so that we may thereby be capable, for example, of not taking so much pride 
in the hydroelectric powerplants, but rather in giving the people the light that 
they generate. 

















Bonanza or Crisis? 


[Question] Somewhat in accordance with the present government's policy, we would 
not wish to make a judgment of responsibilities borne by the past administration. 
Rowever, only 6 months ago, in an interview with the former minister of mines, it 
was emphasized that the country was on the brink of an energy bonanza; and today, 
on the other hand, a possible crisis is being announcéd. Where are we? 


[Answer] It is my very sincere opinion that the energy sector has been very well 
managed in recent times. But there are two situations which have cropped up 

at present: 1. the energy supply, owing to the problem with Chivor II; and, 2. 

the financial situation, which is really suffering from great weakness. For 

the latter, at the forthcoming CONPES [National Economic and Social Policy Council] 
meeting, the first one of this government, we shall start seeking corrective 
measures and alternatives, particularly for the investment deficit; because when 
it is time to invest in the works projects that we are exploring, we shall undergo 
an energy shortage for 2 or 4 years. We must anticipate this starting now, and 
avoid critical rationing later, investing now in those generating centers. 


[Question] You mentioned the Chivor situation first. What really happened at that 
power plant which is so important to the country? 


[Answer] Well, unfortunately, the exact data on the situation at Chivor is just 
being analyzed now, and we do not have the exact answers yet. What occurred at 
Chivor were springs of water which were threatening the town of Santa Maria and 
which even destroyed over 21 houses. What explanations were given? One, the 
tunnel, which produces sufficient leakage to cause those springs; another: that 
it is not the tunnel itself, but, since it is 6 kilometers long with a fall of 
600 meters, and 4 meters in diameter, the immense force of the water is exerting 
pressure on the mountain which is new (a mountain with a very high ground-water 
level) and, when it is pressured, it produces that spring. . 


[Question] Those are the explanations.... And what about the solutions? 


[Answer] Starting on this basis, the solutions could be to build a small different 
tunnel that would carry that water and drain the mountain. There is another 
internal solution, with the surfacing of certain areas of the tunnel and, at the 
same time, other sections of the highway, which also seem to need the same sur- 
facing treatment. But let me explain: I say "seem" because these are only 
preliminary reports issued by the foreign technicians and consultants and by the 
technicians from INGEOMINAS [Geological and Mining Research Institute], whom I 
ordered to conduct their own investigation. We must wait for their proposals. 

In any event, my optimism concerning Chivor II is not very exaggerated at present. 


[Question] The problem seems to be that there is also a crisis at other power 
plants in the country. 


[Answer] There are ‘esser problems, for example, at Anchicaya, but that is due 
to the water level, in the summer. And that is why it was necessary to have 
rationing. At present, and I have already said this often, we are just at the 
energy level that the country requires. If the demand takes off, or if an 




















electric or thermoelectric generator has to be taken out, rationing will inevi- 
tably occur. That is why we are taking care of what we have, to prevent damage 
and the resultant rationing. 


(Question] General rationing, all over the country? 





[Answer] It would be all over the country, because that is how the interconnecting 
system, ISA, arranges it; but giving the sector with the greatest shortage a larger 
rationing. 


[Question] It has also been announced that if the shortage is very great, energy 
would be brought into the interior section of the country from the Atlantic Coast. 


[Answer] It is being brought. 
The Risk of the Rate Reduction 


[Question] It is in this respect that there is something that people do not under- 
stand very well: This energy from the coast is more expensive there, and bringing 
it to the interior, where it is cheaper, seems to be doing bad business: an expen- 
sive energy is being sold cheaply. 


[Answer] This contradiction is being solved with agreements, because they are all 
members of ISA. First of all, there is compensation for the amount of energy, 
because the system on the coast, CORELCA [Electric Corporation of the Atlantic 
Coast], has also purchased energy from the interior at times; and CORELCA, in 
turn, also sells energy to the interior at crucial times, like the present. 


[Question] Now, the freeze of the rates on the coast must be added to this exchange. 


{[Answer[ Yes. We have just frozen those rates, among other reasons, to correct a 
constant, exaggerated injustice which the people on the coast are no longer willing 
to tolerate. Candidate Belisario Betancur pledged this, and he has now kept his 
pledge by freezing, on the one hand, and cutting by 15 percent the rates of the 

sector consuming up to 200 kilowatts, approximately 200,000 users, who are the 

poorest people. Next year, the rates will be unified in the seven departments on 

the Atlantic Coast and San Andres; also taking into consideration another form of 
injustice, namely, regarding the electric fan and air conditioning as a luxury 

up until the present time, whereas they are really a necessity on the coast. 


[Question] But it will not go very well for Bogota in this national leveling policy. 
[Answer] The matter of the increased rates in Bogota has rightfully been described 


as a necessary evil. The company's financial situation is bad. The cost is also 
rising and, with the devaluation in between.... 


[Question] The same thing could happen to the companies on the coast, with this 
freeze, which is really a reduction in rates. Aren't we running the risk of 
creating a similar deficit for’ them? 











[Answer] We shall seek compensatory devices that will enable the companies to 
maintain their proper financial balance. 


[Question] There is another additional risk: that when they have cheaper rates, 
the people on the coast will use more energy. 


[Answer] That concern is correct, and it is something to which we have given 
considerable thought. For this reason, the ministry has ordered CORELCA to start 
a campaign to have the sacrifice that the national government is making understood 
and compensated for by the citizens, so that they will use only the energy that 
they absolutely need. But, even so, we think that the phenomenon is there, alive. 
There is no doubt that a very careful follow-up wiil have to be made of it. 


The Contracts Could Improve 


[Question] The people on the coast cannot complain about the government's energy 
policy: Their rates are being cut, and the ministry for this area has been trans- 
ferred from one coastal resident to another, with the change in government. How 
do you explain this privilege, without creating regional sensitivity? 


[Answer] There is already a national awareness of this: that the inner recesses of 
the coast are producing great nonrenewable natural resources for us, which will 
help in the development of the entire country. The coast has a national awareness. 
It demands its rights, but all from the standpoint of a healthy nationalism and 
Colombian integration. 


[Question] These inner recesses of the coast include El Cerrejon, for example. 
What is the current status of these coal mines? 


[Answer] The two projects, That of El Cerrejon Norte, with INTERCOR, and the one 
in which CARBOCOR has invested most, El Cerrejon Central, are progressing very 
well, developing within the planned timetable. No stoppages or problems are 
anticipated in the immediate future. 


[Question] Nevertheless, during the past administration, there was a great deal of 
discussion about the El Cerrejon contracts with the foreign firms, Exxon, for 
example; and it was even claimed that they should be changed. What is your view 
on this critical matter? 


[Answer] One would always want more for Colombia, especially in an area of such 
political and social sensitivity as nonrenewable resources. Unfortunately (it 
must be admitted) we in Colombia do not have either the technology or the finan- 
cial capacity (either private or public) to go ahead with these major projects, 
and we must resort to foreign capital and technology. At the present time, nego- 
tiations are being held. In the negotiating, both sides gain, one with greater 
success than what we Colombians would have liked. But with such a long term 
contract, there is, on the one hand, a commitment that Colombia must necessarily 
keep; it is an international commitment, and it must be kept. But,since it is 

so long, the situation could improve along the way, perfecting the contract which, 
after all, is the first one involving large-scale mining that Colombia has signed, 
and it may possibly not have been the best one that we would all want. But, I 























repeat, along the way, we shall attempt to find a way of improving some aspects 
of this contract with good faith, with experience, with social pressure, with 
political sensitivity and with the background of the discussions in Congress. 


[Question] And what about the other famous El Cerrejon contract in Cesar, which 
-ost the previous minister his governing position? 


fAnswer] My hands are tied at the present time. The resolutions occurred, the 
contracts have been discussed, and then both the ministry, headed by Dr Rodado 
(who made a very courageous public correction of what he considered to have been 
his own administrative error), and CARBOCOR, on the other hand, have been summoned 
before the State Council. Very soon, the notification should reach me,as minister, 
of the writ whereby the summons is accepted. At that time, the ministry will begin 
to appear, through a hired proxy or somemember of the ministry's division who deals 
with that kind of matter. We are not being neglectful, but until the decision is 
made, what can the ministry do? What can I do right now? 


Natural Gas for Transportation 





[Question] Dr Jorge Eduardo Cock resigned from his position in the management of 
CARBOCOR. Was it due to the scandal or to the mere coincidence of the change in 
government? 


[Answer] He resigned gracefully on 16 August, but for this reason: The president 
announced that he would introduce, in his name, to the CARBOCOR board of directors, 
the Guajira engineer Enrique Daniel Rincones. It was another one of the promises 
of the candidate Belisario Betancur: to give the management of the nonrenewable 
natural resources to the people from that region itself. And that is what has been 
done in this case: giving the CARBOCOR management to a brilliant professional from 
Guajira. 


[Question] Apropos of the presidential campaign and scandals, both the candidate 
Belisario Betancur and you yourselve criticized the contracts with the Russians 
on the Urra powerplant. Now, with him as president and you as minister, what is 
the status of those contracts? 


[Answer] At one time, the candidate Betancur and I myself, as a member of Congress, 
had questioned the delay in the project. We thought at the time th - the cause 

was the presence of the Soviet Union, owing to the dispute which had occurred with 
the United States over the conflicts in Poland and Afghanistan, which did not 

allow the Russians to acquire North American technology. This prompted us to 
suggest different positions. The last government, aware of the problem, did the 
same thing, and renegotiated with the Soviet Union, improving some aspects of the 
contract. Those contractual intentions are being fulfilled, because President-elect 
Betancur send a letter to President Turbay, asking that this contract be improved, 
which was done shortly before he took office. In other words, it is a project that 
is progressing well, and I think that, by 1 October, we shall open the international 
bidding in the area relating to the electrification of the project. 


| Question] Now to discuss oil, do you think, as Dr Rodad> claimed, that we shall 
be a self-sufficient country by 1985? 











[Answer] I would say, rather, in 5 or 6 years. The country's oil prospects are 
very good; the exploration is continuing, and will continue, not only on shore, 
but also on our platform, in which I have a particular interest, both on the 
Pacific and Atlantic Coasts and in the San Andres sea. There is every indication 
that these are areas containing a large amount of oil. But it also befits us to 
realize that we cannot use so much oil, use so much energy, and use so much gaso- 
line. With regard to the latter, ECOPETROL [Colombian Petroleum Enterprise] has 
a pilot miniplan whereby gas is being used for automotive vehicles. And it is 
turning out very well. However, a massive campaign is needed, so that automobiles 
can be activated with gas, something which would lend great independence to the 
100 kilometer automobile area. It is a technology that has already been used in 
other countries, and it would be a vast savings. 


[Question] On the subject of energy and transportation, what is your view on the 
subsidy for transportation? 


[Answer] Let us leave that matter for the Ministry of Public Works. 
An Impetus Must Be Given to Small-Scale Mining 


[Question] There is a certain amount of silence concerning nickel. Is it that 
the situation is not going well on the slopes of Cerromatoso? 


[Answer] No, Cerromatoso is progressing well. What has happened is that the inter- 
national markets are unpredictable. They are not experiencing their best period, 
and this has discouraged people. But, since they are unpredictable, they could 
improve. The company is operating, and has become more integrated into the 
community. And this is unquestionably a project that is very beneficial for the 
country as well. 


[Question] Is Colombia continuing to be a major emerald exporter? 


[Answer] We are still producing, less than before, but we are continuing. Never- 
theless, something that I want as a priority is the revitalization of the mining 
enterprise, ECOMINAS (Colombian Mining Enterprise], so that it may handle all 
these areas and help small-scale mining. We are, rightfully, very enthusiastic 
about the major mining projects on the coast, and we have neglected small-scale 
rining, both on the coasts and in the interior of the country. This is a type 

of mining that has been totally abandoned, without credit and without technical 
assistance; one for which no social solutious of any kind are being given. We 
would like a special line of credit for this small-scale mining which offers so 
much employment to the Colombian people. 


[Question] You place a great deal of emphasis on injustices and social solutions, 
something that is unusual in such a technical ministry as that of mines. The 
recent comment of yours, that "heart must be applied to technology," is also 
strange. What did you mean by that remark, which is more poetic than political? 


[Answer] It is what I have just told you about mining. It also applies to Santa 
Maria: there is no justification, alongside the 500,000 kilowatts from Chivor, 
for not having given any consideration to solving that town's energy problem. 











And when the major interconnecting lines are installed, it is almost a dare for the 
towns which are excluded from this. Because, man, it is a question of applying a 
little more heart, a mere small bend in a transmission line would provide lighting 
for many towns. Because the lighting is for the people; the solutions are for the 
people. That is what we mean: that, alongside the major technical solutions and 


financial investments, in the end, all that technology and all that financing should 
ceach the people as a solution. 


2909 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


GRENADA 


FIRST POWER PLANT ON PETIT MARTINIQUE BEGINS OPERATION 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 8 Sep 82 pp 1, 7 


[Article by Alvin Clouden] 


AT thi dday Sunday in 
Fetit Martinique, Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop 
cut the ribbon and. 
started one of the two 
generators, marking 

the historic opening of 
the sister island's 
first power plant. 

The $300,000 plant 
will supply 75 kilo» 
watts of power and com 
prise three hhglish- 
made Lister generators, 
of 26 kilomVolt Amperes 
€ach. 

At present, two gene- 
rators are installed 
and the third is on 
the way. It will only 
need to be put into op- 
eration, since all ccn- 
nections into the plant 
have already been done. 

The engines and parts 
in the plant are inter 
changable, avoiding 
the problem of needing 
different spare parts 

* for each engine. 

The engines are auto- 
matic with synchronising 
gears and will require 
little operation. These 


[Text ] 


gears will enable the 
engines to run parallel; 
that is, if the output 
Of one engine drops, 
the second or third 

can join in to share- 
the load. 

The autqmatic functions 
in high temperatures, 
overloading, clashing 
of wires On poles, 
overheating, runing 
without oil, or care- 
less use of the equip- 
ment. When such things 
happen, the electricity 
output will stop, but 
the engine will continue 
operating. 

An added feature of the 
Plant, built locally 
by Raphael John, is the 
cooling of the engines. 

A "ducting" system — 
was employed using 
PVC piping to carry 
all exhaust from the 
plant. This will ensure 
that the plant is cool 
at ali times and Noise 
is minimised. 

The plant itself, in- 
cludes’ three rooms for 
sleeping, storeroom, 














wash¥oom and an offices 
which will save resi-__} 
dents the trouble of ~ 
going to Carriacou 

to pay bills. 

The storeroom stocks 
spare parts for the 
next 10 years, accord 
ing to plant manager and 
chief electrician, 

Steve Ina Crete. 

At present. the plant 
will operate from mid =; 
day to midnight but wilt ; 
soon go oan 18 hours) ‘I 
operation, from S _AaBa. teh 

‘midnight. Te... 

. However, whenever 





there is extra need, such 


as a late cultural show 
or other event, the 
plant will open to. 
facilitate the function. 


So. far, aver 24 hbuses 
have been connected 
with electricity but 
by year end, 90 per 
cent of the 300-house 
population will be con- 
nected. Within a year 
of operation, the en- 
tire island will be 
fully supplied including 

all the difficult ana 
hard-to-reach areas. 

Chairing the ceremony 
held at the island's 
lone School, the Rtit 
Martinique Roman Catholic 
School, Secretary for 
Carriacou Affairs. 
George Prime pointed 
out that "Electricity 
in Fetit Martinique is 
no longer a dream but a 
reality ". 

He also had high 
praise for Bro. La 
Crete and his 14-menm- 
ber team who, he: said, 
had put a new orienta- 





tion to work, breaking 

all records in building 
the plant and installing 
the poles, wiring them and 
connecting the houses. 

Bringing the poles 
up some difficult tracks 
from the jetty was done 
manually, since there 
are no trucks on the 
island to transport them. 

To show their apprecia- 
tion for the work, 
when the residents 
finally widerstood that 
for the first time they 
would get electricity, 
on Friday teams of 
volunteers got together 
to clean all the tracks 
and brighten up the 
place. 

Fleven years ago 
Fetit Martiniqueans 
were promised electricity 
when a 3000 volts gene- 
rator was bought and 

‘houses were wired. But 
the individual control- 
ling it soon dis- 
connected the service. 
from which he alone 
bene fitted. | 

Lately, however, the 
generator was used to 
Supply the school and 
church with electricity 
and the Macketing and 
National Importing Board 
(MNIB) this year also 
benefitted. 

Linus Belmar, in 
Charge of Retit Martini- 
que affairs, was obvious- 
ly moved as he address- 
ed the full school-hall, 
on the islandwide electri- 
city. 

Said he: "It took 
a revolutionary goverm- 
ment to revolutionise 
Fetit Martinique, break- 











a 


ing the island's his- 
tory of hearing promises 
and not receiving them". 
This point was em 
phasised by Minister 
of Construction and Pb- 
lic Utilities General 
Hudson Austin, who said 
that it took the Rople's 
Revolutionary Govern- 
ment only three-anda- 
half years to bring 
electricity to Rtit 
Martinique, something 
that 490 years of 
colonialism, 28 years 
of Gairyism and five 
years of so-calied in- 
dependence could not do. 
The generators, Min- 
Austin Said, were ' 
not by chance but by ~ 
proper planning to 
meet the people's fore- 
most. needs. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


GOVERNMENT SIGNS FINAL PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR ESSO REFINERY 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Oct 82 p 1 


[Text] 


The final agreement for the purchase 
of the Esso Oil refinery was signed on 
Friday by the Government through the 
Petroleum Corporation of Jamaica and 
Esso West Indies Ltd. 


Transfer of the refinery assets to the 


Corporation or its nominee will take. 


place on October 20. 
Extracts from a joint statement by 
Esso and PC] are as follows: 


“The agreement calls for the orderly , 


transfer of the operations of the refinery 
to assure an uninterrupted supply of pet- 
roleum products to Jamaica. To this 
end, after. the transfer date, Esso will 
assist the PCj in the management and 





operation of the refinery for one month 
which at the option of the PC] can be 
extended for another month. In addi- 


tion, the PC] will offer employment to’ 
all refinery employees under sub- 


stantially the same terms and conditions 
as those provided by Esso. 

“As previously announced, the price 
for the fixed assets is US$14,000,000, 
and for materials and spare parts 
US$2.000,000 both subject to minor 
adjustments at transfer date. The PC] 


will also be acquiring Esso’s crude and. 


refined product inventory at market val- 
ue on transfer date, which value it is 
estimated today will be approximately 


US$3$,000,000. The total esimated 


ee ee ee ee — aa - 
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financial obligation is expected to be in 
the vicinity of US$55,000,000. ' 
A portion: of the sales proceeds will 
be ysed to cover Esso's net tax and oth- 
er liabilities in Jamaica related to she 
refinery, leaving an estimated net for- 
eign exchange payment due to Esso ‘of 
between $40 and $45 million. A pay- 
ment of $10 million will be. made “on 


‘the transfer of assets, and the balance 


in equal monthly instalments ove? the 
next twelve months, with net interest at. 
one per cent over the London Interbank 
offer rate (L.1.B.0.R.). { tee > 


PC] has advised that the- Gavern- 
ment of Jamaica has been assured that 
: 


its application for use of the financing 
facilities of Mexico under ‘the San Jose 
Accord will be most favourably consid- 
ered by the Government of the United 
States of Mexico. These facilities will be 
utilised by the PC] to finance its pur- 
chase of the refinery assets and invento- 
ry. and. will fully utilise all-of the accru- 
ed Mexican credits under the accord to 
date. These credits are in Jamaican dol- 
lars, and the Bank of Jamaica has sched- 
uled the foreign exchange commitments 
arising from the purchase which will be 
largely, if not entirely, provided by for- 
eign exchange savings and/or earrings 
consequence upon the acquisition o the 
refinery.” . ef 
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JAMAICA 








ENERGY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


ALCAN IN $20=MILLION PROGRAM TO CUT ENERGY COSTS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Oct 82 p 11 





[Text] 


CSO: 


Alcan Jamaica Com- 
pany is spending 
US$20 million on a ret- 
rafitting programme to 
convert -its six kilns in 
an effort to reduce 
energy costs by up to 
25 per cent. 

The - alternative method, 
‘using the ‘fluid tlash sys- 
;8em”, would cost the com- 
pany US$80 million to 
convert its kilns at the 
Kirkvine and Ewarton 
plants. 

This was disclosed by Mr. 
lan Porteous, vice-Presi- 


dent, Operations, Alcan, 
at che launching of a 
renewed public education 
programme on energy 
conservation by the Min- 
istry of Mining and 
_ Energy at the. Tom Red- 
cam Library ‘on 
Wednesday. 

He said that newer plants 
using modern equipment 
were 28 to 30 per cent 
more efficient in energy 
use than the kilns being 
used by Alcan. 


“We believe that instead of 
going to fluid flash which 
will cost us US$80 million 
to convert our six kilns 

_ between our two plants 
- Kirkvine and Ewarton 
-- that by a retrofitting 
programme and spending 
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~ US$20 million to convert 


our six kilns, we can 
achieve almcst.: the full 
saving of 20-25 per cent 
be fuel price”, he 


‘Mr. Porteous’. said that 


they were receiving com- 


_ petition from other mate- 
, Fiale and from countries 
using cheaper fuel. He 
‘said they were not only 
‘affected by the world 


recession but «hey were 
losing their share of the 
market because they were 


“Not competitive. 
The message he said .was 


to become competitive 
and so the company had 
to maintain its present 
energy. programmes. Mr. 
Porteous said that the 
company had been achjev 
ing roughly two to five 
per cent savings per year 


just by conservation meth- 


ods since the programme 
started in 1978. 

The energy content in mak- 
ing alumina was 35 to 45 
per cent of the operation 
costs or US$60 million. 
.He pointed out that they 
were looking at coal, ret- 
rofitting and process 
changes but the latter 
was to a large extent still 
in the laboratories. To 
become really competitive 
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the company would have 
to do some major 


changes. : 
The' Vice President said 


that the company was 
now spending 
US$250,000 for the engi- 
neering for its first con- 
version'and i was hoped 
that next’ year ‘the first 
kiln would be converted 
at Kirkvine. ‘ 


‘Turning to the programnie 


of converting to coal, Mr. 


Porteous said that they 
were spending US$'4 mil- 
lion on engineering siud- 
ies. Indications were that 
it would cost US$150 mil- 
lion t convert to coal the 
two plants and the facil- 
ities at Port Esquivel. 


He said that there were 


other costs that needed to 
be looked at such as the 
levy and labour. “These 
will have to be looked at 
because I think that the 
competition is-so bad 
that Australia is currently 
producing alumina at 20 
percent ‘less than We are 
in Jamiaca.” Giving a 
breakdown of the costs. 
he said levy accounted 
for 20-25 ‘per cent 
labour, 15-20 per cent 
repairs and maintenance, 
12-18 per cent and caus- 
tic 5 to 8 per cent. 














ENERGY ECONOMICS 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ENERGY MINISTER PAINTS BRIGHT PICTURE FOR FUTURE OF OIL 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Sep 82 p 1 


[Text] THE FUTURE of the petroleum in- 
ong 8 Trinidad and Tobago is a bright 
one, Energy Minister Patrick Manning. 
said on Sunday. : : 

The Minister, speaking at the annual confer- 
ence of the PNM Constituency of La Brea, said 
there seemed to be a view among a large section 
of young people that oil was running out and that 
petroleum had no future. : 

“I wish to make it abundantly clear that nothing is 
further from the truth,”’ said Mr. Manning. 

Most —— Es: he 
noted, were c to pur- ars; Mc” 2afd. be 
sue studies related-to the id'~pot - know": @rbae “this: 
steel and fertiliser indus- meant. He e that. 
tries, and many were run- Trinidad and Tobago had 
nin os sought, over the years, to 

7 this is a danger- operate with a certain re-: 
ous trend because some- serve base. Ten years from 
where down the road our today, the reserve base 
manpower resources in pe- may be: the same, on the 
troleum can become scarce basis of. what is taken in 
in the future. And this can- _terms of-exploration. ~ 
not be understated in The section of the coun- 
Trinidad and Tobago,” he try that has been drilled 
added. ; the most, he noted, was the 

Mr. Manning emphasised South. “And even so, the 
that one of Trinidad and To _— drilling has been in shallow 
bago’s priorities in the com- rizons,” he said. 
ing years would be energy In the Ministry of E 
conservation. His Ministry where they were 
was looking at this with the attempting to identify oil 
view of, coming up with and gas reserves, it ap— 
some concrete proposals. pea to them that in the 

South there were deeper 
DEEPER BASINS basins of ol and gas, while in 
* the No ere was 
rs amen TS Tae a Ie os 
, 0 . _ ty, 
fo had off for the wext 30 “Satheast coast of Trinidad 
CSO: 3298/023 
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Government's policy to use 


sphalt Company has. 


PEEH 


ems was the 
unavailability of the fuel 
oils associated with lake as- 
phailt. His Ministry was 


ic fortunes ‘of Trinidad Lake 
—— Company, as well 
AS Brea. 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


NEW TESORO GENERATORS--TRINIDAD-Tesoro Petroleum Company's secondary recovery 
through steam injection received a boost recently with the arrival of four 
new steam generators. Responsible for their installation is the Utilities 
Section of the Company headed by Gerry Richards, Utilities Engineer. With the 
generators on the various site, the Utilities crews are now engaged in the 
necessary assembly work. The new steam generators are sited at Sewlal Trace, 
Fyzabad, Palo Seco, Quarry and Guapo. The development of the necessary infra- 
structure has involved inputs from projects, construction and electrical de- 
partments with the final commissioning of the generators being the responsi- 
bility of the Utilities. Mr. Richards said: "Commissioning of the generators 
at Palo Seco and Quarry should be effected by the end of this month with those 
at Fyzabad and Guapo being commissioned a month later." He added that the 
four units are together expected to generate an additional 200,000,000 BTU per 
hour of heat. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 16 Sep 82 p 4] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 
INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT OF CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 Oct 82 pp 10, 11 


[Interview with William Demas, President of Caribbean Development Bank, by 
William Doyle-Marshall, Part 1] 


(Text ] 


THE PRESIDENT of the Caribbean Development Bank, 
Mr. William G. Demas, was in Toronto to attend the 1982 
meetings of the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. I took the opportunity to discuss-with him possible 
effects the international gathering could have on the CDB’s 

licies; the bank’s current focus for the region’s 
Sevelepaneat:; activities of the Caribbean Group for 
Cooperation in Economic Development and protectionist 





policies within the region that ought to be changed. 


DOYLE: Mr. Demas, 
we're in Toronto for the 
IMF-World Bank meeting. 
Let’s look at the CD 
(Caribbean Development 
Bank) and its relationship 
with the IMF. 

Now, how are decisions 
taken at this conference 
going to affect the CDB? I 
refer particularly to quotas 
and protectionism and 
things like that. 

DEMAS: Well, the CDB 
doesn’t have much of a 
direct relationship with the 
IMF %ecause we are the 
long=r end of the market, as 
it were. We deal with 
longer-term development 


issues, and we lend for 
development projects 
through loans with a fairly 


long maturity. 

e IMF tends to be more 
on the short-term balance 
of payments side. 


THE FUTURE 


We tend to- concentrate 
more on the development 
projects: long-frm financ- 
ing end. So the deliberations 
of the IMF here would have 
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no immediate or direct 
impact on the CDB, 
however, it could have an 
indirect effect in so far as 
the policies of the IMF tend 
to strengthen the economy 
of the region who borrow 
from the IMF. 

We have a more direct 
relationship, however, with 
the World Bank. This is at 
two levels. First of all, the 
World Bank deals with long- 
term development issues, 
= like us, and it also 

Inances development 

rojects on a long-term 

asis. — 

What is more: the World 
Bank has been lending 
money to the Caribbean 
Development Bank — hard 
money as wéll as soft money 
for the LDC’s (Less 
Developed Countries). 

I have been somewhat 
encouraged with regard to 
the future of IDA (Interna- 
tional Development Associ- 
ation) from all I’ve heard 
here, since I've been here, 
both within the -conference 
room and outside. 

















The LDC’s of the Eastern 
Caribbean: what we cali the 
Less Developed Countries: 
need soft money. They can- 
not absorb much hard 
money, and aithough their 
percapita income tends to 
be high; that’s rather mis- 
leading because the 
economies are very frail and 
fragile and one of our major 
concerns is that we can get 
more soft ps from the 
World Bank — IDA money, 
very, very soft — for us to 
lend to the Less Developed 
Countries of the Eastern 
Caribbean. 

DOYLE: The Group of 
Twenty-Four which repre- 
sents developing countries 
is asking regional banks to 
examine the requirements 
for further evolution of 
existing regional 
arrangements for balance of 
—— support. Now, 
will this involve policy 
changes for the CDB? 

DEMAS: Yes. That’s a 

very interesting suggestion 
made by the Group of 24, if I 
may say so. This is a 
neglected area in 
international finance. I 
believe the Brand 
Commission, in their report 
drew attention to this two 
or three years ago. 
_ But speaking personally, 
it’s a very = thing that 
the regional banks, and here 
they mean banks like the 
Inter-American Devel- 
opment Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank and 
African Development Bank, 
should get involved in the 
financing of regional inte- 
gration; particularly the 
financing of trade and. other 
current transactions be- 
tween member countries of 
the region. 


For example in 
CARICOM, as you_ know, 
there is multi-lateral clear- 
ing facility operated by the 
Central Banks and mione- 
tary authorities and broad- 
ly, the aim of this multi- 
lateral clearing in facility 
CARICOM is to facilitate 
trade between the 
countries of the region and 
to prevent the balance of 
payments problems of indi- 
vidual countries inhibiting 
the expansion of intra- 
regional trade. 

Now, the CARICOM 
Multi-lateral Facility 1s 
doing a very good jub but 


it’s more or less reaching 
its limits since, as I under- 
stand it, there is only prob- 
ably about one creditor 


Most of sBe countries are 
in deficit or will -oon be in 


“deficit and ° external 


infusion of , .. es with 
that ff of foreign 
exchan, ‘om outside 
could be" i to finance the 
expansion Jf intra-regional 
trade. 

I think it’s a very good 
suggestion made by the 
Group of Twenty-Four and 
that it aS, 4 —— 
very seriously by the bigger 
resienal banks which are 
the IDB, African 
Development Bank, Asian 
Development Bank. 


THE POLICIES 


All that I can do at this 
Stage is to work up a paper 
which we should put to our 
board of directors in the 
bank 





I cannot commit the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank, but we can study it 
within the bank and depend- 
ing on if we can come up 
with a sensible arrange- 
ment, within the policies of 
the Caribbean Development 


Bank; we could submit. 
something to our “of 
directors. 


DOYLE: Now, the CDB’s 

riorities over the years 

ve included agriculture, 
education, trade and so on. 
What is its present 
direction ? 

DEMAS: Well, we_have 
the same priorities. It has 
always been agriculture 
first; and agriculture 
includes fishing, livestock 
and forestry; second: 
manufacturing which in- 
cludes agro-industries and 
third, tourism and after 
that, fourth: infrastruc- 
ture. 

In our first 10 to 12 years, 
however, most of our money 
went into infrastructure 
articularly in the relative- 
y Less Developed Countries 
because we had to meet the 
big backlog of needs for 
infrastructure. 

Things like seaports, air- 

rts, roads and se on and so 
orth. 

We would like, however, 
to tilt the balance a bit 
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more in the decade of the 
1980s to the more direct 
reproductive sectors —. the 
three I’ve just mentiofied: 
agriculture, manufacturin 
and tourism. ~ 
We'd like to have, say 
roughly, 60 per cent of our 
resources going into the 
directly productive sectors 
and about 40 per cent going 


into supporting infrastruc- 
ture. We are aiming at that 
target. 

DOYLE: As a part-two to 
that question. How can one 
assess the effectiveness of 
the CDB’s involvement in 
these particular areas over 
the 10 years? 

DEMAS: We've just set 
up an evaluation unit in our 
bank for us to look at the 
projects we've financed in 
the past. We'd look at them 
and see whether reality 
matches expectation. When 
we do the project appraisal 
we project the cash flow of 
the project. 

_ We've set up this evalua- 

tion unit now to look at 
projects after we finance 
them and after they’ve 
been in operation for some 
time to see whether the 
rates of return match our 
projected rates of return 
when we were doing the 
appraisal of the particular 
project for financing. 

So, 1 cannot quite frankly 
answer your question 
definitely now but after our 


evaluation unit has been 
-working for one or two years 
I can give a more confident 
answer. 

All I can say now is that 
I've got a hunch that our 
ey have made some 
mpact on the course of 
development in our 
borrowing member coun- 
tries, rticularly on the 
LDC’s. I can only give you a 
qualitative statement 
now. I can’t give you the 
hard facts and figures as 
yet. 





FOOD PLAN 


DOYLE: With reference 
to food. What is happenin 
with the Caribbean F 
Pian? ; 

DEMAS: Good question. 
We don't do that directly. 














It’s CARICOM — the Carib- 
bean Community that 
th that ty deals 
understand it, I know 
that the Food Plan bas been 
amended recently to con- 
vert it inte a Food and 
Nutrition Plan which, | 


suppose, makes sense be- 
cause, you know, one of the 
problems in the region, 
despite our high percapita 
income, is malnutrition, a 
serious problem — infant 
malnutrition. 








that can affect his mental 
development. So I think it’s 
an absolutely fundamental 
area for action in the Carib- 





bean, the whole field of mai- 
nutrition; which, I repeat 
is not merely a function of 
the wealth or the income of 
the person. 

Very often it springs from 


lack of knowledge. So ‘this 
Pian has been some- 
t amended to look more 
specifically at the nutri- 
tional elements in the food- 
stuffs and fish and meat and 
so on that we can produce in 
the region. 

At the same time, the 
Caribbean Food Corpora- 
tion which was set up by all 
the CARICOM Govern- 
ments, who also hold shares 
in it, to push the regional 
food plan. .The Caribbean 
Food Corporation has been 
somewhat slow in getting 
off the ground. 

a. ink' now pany it — 

to get e groun 
and it will probably soon be 
airborne, to sustain the 
metaphor. The CFC hopes 
to operate, not exclusively, 
but to a large extent 
through joint ventures with 
the private sector -- pri- 
vate people who have 
experience in producing 
agricultural products in the 
region. 

DOYLE! Apart from 
traditional areas of busi- 
ness development in which 
the CDB has been function- 
ing, has any thought been 


given-to-the encourage-- 


ment of new and creative 
enterprises? 

DEMAS: Yes. We always 
try to do this but although 
we are a development 
agency, we are also a bank. 
And we have to respond to 
our customers’ wishes. They 
are both governments of 
the region and the private 
sector. 


But in certain cases we, 
ourselves, have thought up 
certain . specific 
programmes in the ; 


NEGOTIATED 


For example, we've al- 
ways been concerned with 
the question of developing 
and disseminating ine use 
of technol appropriate: 
to the Carib region and 
we did negotiate a few- 
years ago with the USAID a 
Pp amme for technology 

id we've also negotiated 
with them a programme for 
energy. 

Not the big things like 
hydro and so on, but 
smaller, renewable casey 
projects such as using 
solar heating, very small 
hydro schemes to serve. 
small villages in places like ° 
Dominica and St. Vincent 
and so on. * *, 
_So we have tried to 
introduce, with the support 
= external aid a cer- 
ain programme which we 
think are relevant to Carib- 
bean development such as 
appropriate ¢ and 
renewable and small-scale 
sources of energy. 

DOYLE: I would like to 
know something about the 
Caribbean roup for 
Cooperation in Economic 

elopment. What is it do- 


me +t 

EMAS: Well, it’s in its 
fourth year of operation. It 
was designed in 1977 to 





mobilise and coordinate: 
additional résources to 
support the very weak 
economies of the Caribbean. 

It’s coardinated by the 
World Bank but other’ 
institutions such as the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank, the IMF -and the 
Inter-American 
Development Bank’ also 
play an important role in 
the coordination and admin- 
istration of the programme 
and also, of course, in some 
of the technicai work done 
to prepare a presentation 
for donors. 

It is not a totally multi- 
lateral approach, unfortu- 
nately. Rather it can be 
said to be a coordination of 
seperate efforts by 
different countries and by 
different international 
institutions such as the 
World Bank, CDB, IDB, IMF 
and so on. — 

Now, I cannot prove, my- 
self, quite frankly whether 
the purpose of the group 
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tionality in resource inflow 
to the region has occurred. 


INFLOW 


I cannot prove it but my 
ualitative impression is 
that it has lead to a certain 
degree of additionality in 
terms of resource inflow 


national and regional incen- 
tives to complement ex- 
rt promotion efforts had 
op ay beng ag 
What I'd like to know is, has 
it taken place already or is 
it due somewhere up the 
road? 

DEMAS: You are remark- * 
ably well informed, Mr. 
Doyle-Marshall. You're 
quite right. . ; 

This emerged. in_ the 
course @ work of the 
Caribbean Group where it 
was generally felt a new 
look d be taken at the 
kind of incentives given to 
promote manufacturing 

es, particularly in 
the region, and a study was 
commissioned. under the 
auspices of the Caribbean 
Group for some experts 
from Yale University in the 


U.S.A. working together 
with a team of Carfbbean 


technicians: — economists 
— to look at incentives in 
the region. 


And not surprisingly they 
came to the pn. that. 
particularly in the more 
developed countries, 

articularly in places like 
Jamaica and Trinidad and 
Tobago protection of new 
manufacturing industries 
was excessive in that there 
has been very heavy quan- 
titative restrictions, in 
some cases bans imposed on 
the import of competing 





products from outside. 
Now, obviously, 


developing countries such 
as those in the Caribbean 
need to protect their new 
industries. 

That’s always essential in 
starting them up and the 
industrial secter has made 
a start in some of the coun- 
tries, particularly Jamaica 
and Trinidad and Tobago 
also Barbados and Guyana 
to some extent. 

But we feel now that the 
time... there is a feeling, I 
don’t know how the govern- 
ments feel about this yet. I 














CSO: 


-in -virtual- ¥ 
tions and they tend to have 


haven't formally discussed 
the report. — 
But my personal view i¢ 
we should look again oo 
tection and try to reduce, 
protection, particularly to 
quantitative restrictions 
because while protecting 
local industries, at the 
same time it does harm in 
that the local industries 


aren't to enoug 
competition. 

In other words, they are 
i situa-. 


hi rofit margins; they 
get sulggisband so on and so 
orth. | ; 
and some people share ts 

some es é 
view that we should be 
more export oriented in our 
manufacturing industries. 
There is sti! room for pro- 
ducing for the local and 

ional markets; what is. 


ed import substitution 


in the jargon. 
PROTECTION 


But at the same time 

that we continue to pursue 
national and regional 
import substitution, we 
should be trying to increase 
our production of manufac- 
tured goods ~~ — 
regional export, for e 
outside the CARICOM 
region; and to get people 
interested in this, one has 
to change the nature of the 
incentives one gives for 
industry in the region. 
- For example, as you know 
in the past, there have been 
two main forms of incea- 
tives. One was protection, 
not only through tariffs but 
also through quantitative 
restrictions, the other 
was income tax holidays. In 
some cases they had as long 
as ten or 15 years, 

We believe both a s 
of incentives should be 
changed. But the protec- 
tive aspects. When I say we, 
I mean some of us in the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank. It’s not bank policy. 
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I believe and some of the 
economists in the bank be- 
lieve we should lower some 
of these strict restrictions 
on import to protect our 
industries and if we are to 
give tax incentives, we 
$ d give tax incentives 
related much more to 7ex™ 
port outside of the region 
than to any old industry by. 
giving them long exemp- 
tions from taxation — long’ 
tax holidays. % 

DOYLE: I also see the. 
merit in opening up because 
when you open up and give 
the manufacturer an oppor-' 
tunity to keep its standard 
of production at a higher 
level than if he isn’t facing’ 


any com tition. ; 

. DEMAS: You’re quite’ 
t. Many of the cour 

tries have a standard 


bureau which keeps an eye 


“ ie what TSF goods” 
4 there is me sothe kind 


of coordinating committce 
on-standards at the 
CARICOM ‘level. That’s a 
vey important aspect.  ; 

XC€ssive protection 


leads not to hi 
for the | contenler, "h 
could also‘ lead in many 


cases to quality of goods 


lower than will 


DOYLE: Most of the CDB 
funding comes from outside 
the Caribbean area. Do you 





think this will ever be 
reversed and if so, what do 


‘you think are necessary 


things to’ be done for this 
kind of thing to happen? 

DEMAS: What, that’s a 
very very profound ques- 
tion. I don’t know whether I 
can give you an adequate 
answer. at you’re really 
saying is, when do we see 
the Caribbean countries be- 
coming much more fully 
developed that it becomes 
less dependent on outside 
influence of aid. 

That's a ng hp rele- 
vant question. } question 
has worried me quite a bit. 
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Quite frankly, the — 
economic crisis faced by a 
the countries since 1970— 
1974 has set back the region 
in its march towards a cer- 
tain degree of economic 
independence in that the 
economies have become 
very weakened; the public 
finances have become 
weakened and the balance 
of payments have become 
weakened, both of which 
means, of course, that we 
need more inflow of funds in 
our aid into the public 
sector. 

The whole question of the 
ultimate wiability of the 
CARICOM | countries both 
the LDCs ‘and MDCs 
depends to & very crucial 
extent on an improvement 
in the international 
environment. — ' 

So far, the picture for the 
1980s look rather gloomy. 
Although oil prices have 
weakened there are so many 
other external unfavver- 
able features in our enviro. 
ment as I see it. We need 
large ‘amounts of external 
aid right up to the end of 
this decade. , 

I'd stick my neck out on 
that. I don’t like to predict 
too much because, not 
entirely but partly because 
of- the e! avourable 
prospects for the world 
economies in the decade of 
the 1980s. 

Perhaps if the world 
economy pursues a more 
healthy path in the 1990s we 
could become much less 
dependent than we are 
today on external aid by the 

ear 2000. But that’s a very 
ong-term prophecy. 
_ Now, more specifically, it 
is true that a lot of our 
money has come from out- 
side the region. First of ail, 
certain’ member countries 
of the bank, Britain 
Canada, developed 
countries, have made size- 
able contributions. 


CONT'D TOMORROW 
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WORLD BANK REPORT NOTES LOANS TO CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Oct 82 p 15 


[Text] 





lhe World Bank and 
its affiliate for con- 
cessionary lending, the 
International Devel- 
opment Association 
(IDA), approved 12 
loans totalling US$T92- 
million for the devel- 
opment of seven Carib- 
‘bean countries in fiscdl 
year 1982, ~according 
to the World Bank's 
annual. report, a 
release from the 
United Nations Infor- 
mation Centre for the 
Caribbean Area said. 
This amount is the largest 
commitment made by the 
World Bank in a single 
vear for the Caribbean 
region. 
jamaxa was the largest 
recipient in the region, 
with five bank loans total- 
line US$%33.1 million the 
highest ever received by 
Jamaica, representing a 
three-fold imecrease over 
the previous fiscal year 
fhe World Bank alse 
made loans to the Domin 
wan Republic, US$25.4 
intilion, the Bahamas 


118$5.8 million and Bar- 


bados US$2.7 million. 
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“The World Bank's 1982 


annual report says that 
1981 was particularly dif- 
ficuk for Most of she 
“Caribbean. 

“Not ‘only did she world. 


_ wide recession continue 


to decrease the demand 
for tourism, their pri- 
mary sousce of foreign 
exchange, but ‘their other 
Major exports sugar. 
, bauxite/alumina, and 
bananas _aiso expe- 
rienced declining mar- 
kets,” the report states. 


© Real growth 





Aécording to.the Bank's 


document, as a_ result, 
“The only real growth in 
1981 in these: highly vul- 
nerable economies, 
occurred in countries that 
were recovering -from the 
ravages of the natural dis- 


asters of the two previous 
years, or in those coun- 
tries that were well 


managed.” 


In a section devoted to the 
Caribbean countries, the 
World Bank's report said 
that in some Caribbean 
economies, like Jamaica, 
and Guyana, an addition- 
al problem arose from 
the fact that the domestic 
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‘cost of producing sugar is 
now often higher than 
the world market price. 
“While the Caribbean still 
enjoys a comparative 
advantage in producing 
sugar, difficule questions 
naw have to be face: in 
many islands concerning 
the future of the gugar 
industry,” the report: says. 


® Problems 


The Bank's report adds 
that the banana industry, 
vital to the economies of 
the Windward Islands, 
also faces similar prob- 
lems in that it is becom- 
ing exceedingly difficult 
to cover the relatively 
high costs of producing 
bananas. ° 
“There are, however, viJ 
tually no alternatives f 

' the farms of the islands.’ 


the report said. ‘ 


The report also regardé: 
the situation of the toui 
ism sector as “bleak an 
complicated.” ’ 


“Tourist arrivals and tou) 
ism earnings were gener< 
ly down in 1981, as con 
pared with 1980; only- 
few countries, such 4 
Haiti and Ss. Kitts-Nevn 
managed som: 
increases.” 
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BRIEFS 


CANADIAN AID TO CAIC--Bridgetown (GNA)--The Barbados-based Caribbean Asso- 
ciation of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) has signed an agreement for a grant 
of 25 000 Canadian dollars for the promotion of private business in the 
region. The money is coming from the promotion of private business in the 
region. The money is coming from the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA). The agreement was signed in Montreal, Canada, by officials 

of the CAIC and the Canadian Association for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
The CAIC and the Association for Latin America and the Caribbean will be 
co-manager of the programme to help regional private business. According to 
a CAIC statement, the organisation will formally write its affiliate national 
private sector associations in the region asking them to submit proposals 

for funding from the grant. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 
28 Sep 82 p 5] 
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OPPOSITION LEADER ATTACKS PLP IN HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY DEBATE 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 6 Oct 82 pp 1, 14 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text] 


THE GOVERNMENT'S 
failed economic policies and 
the resulting hardships being 
borne by the Bahamian people 
came under heavy fire in the 
House of Assembly _ this 
moming as Members of 
Parliament began debate on the 
Speech from the Throne. 

The speech, which was read 
by Governor-General Sir 
Gerald Cash during the August 
10 opening of Parliament, 
embodies the Government’s 
legislative policies for the 
present session. 

“The Speech is full of 
misleading Statements and stale 
promises which we have been 
hearing since the early '70s,” 
said official opposition Free 
National Movement leader 
“To. G L Isaacs. 

e resolution I 
debate on the Speech from The 
Throne was moved’ by West 
End MP, Moses Hatt. {t vas 
seconded by Fox Hill MP 
Frank Edgecombe. Mr lsaacs 
opened the debate for the 
Opposition. He was followed 
by Shirlea MP, Pierre Dupuch 
and Clarence Town MP, James 
Knowles. 

Mr Isaacs referred to that 
portion of the Speech which 
states: ‘My Government is 
grateful to the people for their 
recognition of the meaningful 
way in which the Government 
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has led the development of the 
Bahamas and has improved the 
quality of life for our people.” 

He then invited Members to 
compare the economy and 
other conditions of the 
Bahamas as they are today 
with what prevailed 15 years 
ago when the PLP came to 
power. . 

‘The situation in the 
Bahamas as a whole, especially 
in outlying areas, but moreso 
in constituencies represented 
by the PLP, we have this 
aweful state of decay and 
depression and certainly no 
improvement in the quality of 
life for those people,” Mr 
Isaacs said. 

Admissions by St Michael’s 
MP George Mackey of “No 
light, no water, no toilet 
even...in Grant’s Town, St 


that those conditions could 
prevail in those Overthe -iill 
constituencies. If nothing e 
was said about the situation 
that statement alone is an 
indictment of 15 years of PLP 
government.” 

Those constituencies that 
elected PLP representatives, Mr 
Isaacs said, by and large are the 
ones that are depressed, have 
no development and the 
majority of the people are 
unemployed. 

“That is what PLP members 
of this House did to their 
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constituents over the last 15 
years,’ Mr Isaacs said. 

Over the last 15 years, Mr 
Isaacs said, the Bahamas has 
gone from a state of full 
employment to an 
unemployment rate that the 
people do not know exactly 
because the Government has 
been keeping it a secret. 

““I would put that 
unemployment rate at no less 
than 25 per cent,’ Mr Isaacs 
said, “and as far as young 
people are concerned, I think 
that rate would go up to more 
than 50 per cent. 

“This is what has happened 
over the last 15 years. We went 
from a vibran@economy to this 
state of affairs.”* 

He argued that the slowing 
down of the economy and the 
resulting unemployment was 
deliberate on the part of the 
PLP administration. 

“The leaders of the PLP 
probably thought that full 
employment was not a good 
thing for the Bahamas,”’ Mr 
Isaacs said. ‘They are .now 
realising that not only should 
they have been providing 
employment opportunities for 
adults who were already in the 
job market, but there were 
young people coming out of 
school at the rate of 4,000 to 
6,000 a year. Not only was the 
country not keeping up with 
the unemployed who were 
already there, but they were 
not providing any employment 
opportunities for those young 
people who were leaving school 
year after year.”’ 

The PLP administration, he 
said, never had a plan to 
develop the country ‘“‘except 
the plan they had in the early 
‘70s not to overheat the 
economy.” 

“It has also been said that 
maybe if the people were kept 
poor and if they were kept 
deprived and dependent on 
handouts from_ the 
Government they would 
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continue to. support the 
Government and if there was 
too much prospenty around. 
I'm tempted to use Senator 
(Andrew) Maynard's remarks. 
that the people might smell 
themselves.’ Mr Isaacs said. 
“The recerd of the PLP as far 
as the quality of life is 
concerned is a dismal one. It is 
a record of failure.” 

The PLP government, he 
said, introduced three pieces of 
legislation “which practically 
put paid to the economy of the 
Bahamas for a long time to 
come.” 

That legislation was the 
proposed amendment to the 
Constitution, the Business 
Licence Bill, and the Land 
Reform Bill. 

It was to spite Canadian 
Thomas D‘Arcy Ryan. Mr 
Isaacs said. that the PLP saw fit 
to go to the length of 
attempting to amend the 
Constitution. This. he said. has 
had any number of 
repercusions both inside and 
outside the country. 

**Having taken that step and 
having destroyed the little 
confidence that was 
rebuilding.” “r Isaacs said, 
“they didn't go through with 
the amendment. | would really 
like to know why, in the first 
instance, they saw fit to 
attempt to amend the 
Constitution just to deprive Mr 
D'Arcy Ryan of his citizenship 
and, having taken that step, 
why they didn’t carry it 
through.” 

Concerning the _ Business 
Licence Act, Mr Isaacs said he 
saw nothing wrong with a 
business - licence, but he 
disagreed with the time it was 
introduced by the 
Government. 

“I believe that it is well 
known that if the economy of 
a country is not doing well, 
then there should be measures 
to encourage investment both 
from within and outside.” Mr 
Isaacs said, “and = every 
advantage. within reason, 
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would be given to investors. 
and take the economy out ol; 
the depression it was in. 

“The worst time in the. 
world to impose such a tax 1s 
when those people (investors)! 
are struggling to keep their) 
heads above the water and the' 
economy has lost the 
confidence of Bahamian and 
Outside investors. 

“Sufficient revenue could 
have been provided by 3 
stimulation of the economy. If 
that had been done then it is 
very likely that that business 
licence tax need not have been 
imposed because the necessary 
revenue would. have been 
provided by that stimulation 
‘and the heating up of the 
economy.” 

Concerning the Land Bill. 
Mr Isaacs agreed that it was 
necessary. im. certain 
circumstances, to preserve land 
for Bahamians. 

The way that Bill was 
introduced and the way the 
policy contained in that Bill 
was enforced “really caused 
both Bahamian and foreign 
investors to lose confidence. 
and unkss I am mistaken that 
Bill has not been brought into 
operation yet.” 

Referring to Prime Minister 
Lynden Pindling’s view that 
the state of the Bahamian 
economy is due to world 
‘conditions, Mr Isaacs noted 
‘that the Bahamas has had a 
long history of prosperity 
when other countries of the 
have been in 





world 
depression. 

“We know that with proper 
policy and proper incentve | 
and letting investors know 
what the rules are. and not 
changing them in the middle of 
the game, confidence, on 
which we have survived for so 
long, would have seen to it that 
we prospered, that we had full 
employment, that we improve 
the quality of life for our 
brothers and sisters,’ Mr Isaacs 
said. 
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GRANTS TOWN BY-ELECTION WON BY PLP; FNM RALLY REPORTED 


FNM 'No-Tax' Threat 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 2 Oct 82 pp a, a 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] 


FREE NATIONAL 
Movement leaders warned at a 
Grants Town by-election rally 
Friday night that the party 
may bave to “tell” its 30,000 
supporters not to pay taxes if 
the Government uses the tax 
dollars to oppress FNMs. 


They also told several 
hundred supporters at the rally 
on the corner cf Market Street 
and Ross Corner that the 
Government withdrew the $20 
water well tax because it was 
illegal and the FNM’ was going 
to take the matter to the 
Supreme Court and win. (Story 
this page). pelle 


Party leaders turned up in 
full force last night to tell the 
voters of Grants Town that a 
vote for FNM candidate Jim 
Wood. was a vote for 
themselves and would give the- 
Party more clout to put “hell” 
on the PLP in Parliament. 

Those addressing the rally 
included party leader Kendal 
Isaacs, national chairman Cecil 
Wallace Whitfield, Yamacraw 
MP Mrs Janet Bostwick, Blue 
Hills MP Arthur Foulkes, 
Yelverton Cox, George Wilson 
and by-election candidate Jim 
Wood. 
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Mr Whitfield first sounded 
the warning to tell FNMs to 


stop paying taxes and was 


supported by party leader Mr 
me while Mrs Bostwick, 
who’ spoke earlier, told the 
cheering crowd. “the real 
reason why the Government 
backed down on the well tax. 
“This country does aot just 
belong to the , it belong 
to us as well,” Mr Whitf 
said, adding that Youth 
Minister Kendal -Nottage 
angered him recently by 
saying: “These are PLP 
scholarships, this is PLP 
housing and these are PLP 
jobs.” , 
“I say if they keep this 
damn foolishness up, what we 
are going to have to do is to 


-FNM stop _payiag 

Secs Ns Whetfiedd la ; 
He added:. “So the 
Minister ‘*f G ent 


continues to: talk: foolishness 
about those tax. dollars that 
hard working FNMs put in the 
treasury, if they are going to 
use those tax dollars to oppress 
my people, then by damn we 
are going to have to tell our 
people, stop paying taxes. 

**Let the PLP pay the taxes 
and then let them spend the 
money to help the PLPs,”’ he 
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said. “And we are going td 


have to march on Pindling, we 
are going to have to march on 
the PLP.” 

Mr Whitfield said that the 
FNM will have to let the 
Government know in no 


uncertain terms “that we who 


are in the FNM intend to be 
counted and we intend to be 


treated fairly and we will not: 


tolerate unfair and unjust 
actions against us and our 
children in this country.” 


ie said that the 11 FNM 


members of the House will put 
hell om the PLP in Parliament 
beginning October 6, and will 
put more hell on them if 
Grants Towa gives the FNM 
Jim Wood.* 

He said the Government 
does not have ethics or 
morality, and: pointed to the 
Governnrent’s earlier claim that 
the trausfers of registed voters 
were legal, but now says. the 
transfers were. illegal to -take 


ad of the sit 
takes Sad vtaieegpe‘of 


the pve because he. thinks 
the people do not understand 
how the Government of: the 
country works,” Mr Whitfield 
said. . 

He said that the Prime 
Minister chooses the Cabinet 
and the system says that if any 
Cabinet member does anything 
wrong, then the whole 
Government is wrong. 

“Loftus Roker (Minister of 
Works and Utilities) could not 
possibly have enacted an 


increase in water rates nor 
could be imposed a‘$20 tax on 
wells unless the Cabinet said 
‘yes, go ahead and do so’,” Mr 


Whitfield, a former Cabingt 
Minister, said. 
“When the Cabinet does that 
every Cabjnet Minister is 
ible whether he wes 
attending the meeting or not,”. 
Mr Whitfield said. “And if you 
were not in attendance at the 
meeting, too bad for you. It is 
still your responsibility under’ 
the concept of collective 
responsibility of the Cabinet." 
He said that Prime Minister. 
Pindling’s Government decided’ 
to tax the wells but had to 
withdrew it in the face of stiff; 
opposition from the people. ‘ 
“But Pindling ‘comes along 
and tells a deliberate lie to the 
nation that he dida’t know. 
anything about 7t;” he said: 
“i nder the - doctrine of 


collective responsibility he is’ 


the first man who has got to 


‘know what is happening in his 


Governmeni.”” - 

“and if Pindling doesn’t 
know what is happening in his 
Government, by damn, then 
get the hell out,” Mr Whitfield 
said to cheers, 

Taking up where he said Mr 
Whitfield left off, party leader 
Kendal Isaacs said that in June 
the FNM got over 30,000 
votes, and that everybody in 
the country was paying taxes 
and had fundamental human 
rights, including entitlement to 


employment and equal! 


treatment. 
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“Just imagine if 30,000 
people in the Bahamas stop 
paying taxes, you can imaginc 
what a problem the PLP 
Government will have,” Mr 
Isaacs said. 

“God knows they have 
enough trouble, both financial 
and otherwise without the 
FNM taking that kind of 
drastic action,” the party 
leader told the rally. 

He told the crowd to 
remember that they are part of 
a force of 30,000 and not to 
allow themselves to be pushed 
around. 

“We are a force today to. 
be reckoned with and we will | 
see to it that we use that force ' 
for the benefit, first of all, for 
all the people of the Bahamas 
and presently for our own 
supporters,” Mr Isaacs said. 

On the $20 tax on private 
wells, Mr Isaacs, a former 
Attorney General, said the 
Government knew it was illegal 
and withdrew it “before we 
made thein do it.” 

On the Abaco fishing crisis 
which erupted when the 
Government banned certain 
fishing equipment from use, Mr 





Isaacs said that the regulation 





‘relating to the ban was not 
enforced for 15 years and only 
happened after the whole of 
Abaco went PLP. 

| “What we need is a strong 
opposition or the PLP will 
continue to mess up, to be 
incompetent and corrupt,” Mr 
‘Isaacs said. 

















Landslide PLP Victory 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 6 Oct 82 ee Pe. 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Exe erpt] 


PLP BUSINESSMAN 
Bradley Roberts swept to a 
landslide victory in the Grants 
Town by-election Tuesday, 
soundly defeating FNM rival 
Jim Wood by 832 votes and 
taking the deposit of Labour 
Party candidate Sir Randol 
Fawkes, who polled only 18 
votes. 

In sweeping all seven polling 
divisions, Mr Roberts, 38, 
received 1,288 votes, 104 more 
than his predecessor, the late 
Shadrack Morris, former 
Grants Town MP, while Mr 
Wood got 456 votes, 233 less 
than he collected in the June 
10 general elections. 

Mr Koberts, who predicted 
early Tuesday, as voting got off 


to a slow start, that he would 
improve on the late Mr Morris’ 
tally of 1,184 in the June 10 
general election, won 73 per 
cent of the total votes cast to 
Mr Wood’s 26 per cent. 

Sir Randol, a former MP and 
Cabinet Minister in the early 
PLP government, did not save 
his $400 deposit. The human 
rights activist and labour 
pioneer jumped into the race 
on nomination day as a 
surprise candidate. 

Tnesday’s by-election, the 
first three-way battle in recent 
times, saw a low voter turn-out 
with only 76 per cent or 1,762 
of the 2,329 registered voters 
in Grants Town casting their 
ballots. 

The losing official 
opposition FNM candidate, Mr 
Wood received 36 per cent of 
the votes cast in the June 10 
general elections to the PLP’s 


62 per cent. 
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The by-election’ was the 
second election Mr Roberts 
and Mr Wood have contested 
for their respective parties this 
year with Mr Wood losing both 
times. 

Mr Roberts contested the 
Shirlea seat against Pierre 
Dupuch (FNM) and lost, while 
Mr Wood lost by 495 to the 
iate Mr Morris, who died on 
July 10, paving the way for 
yesterday's by-election. 

After the unofficial results 
were made known over Radio 
Bahamas, throngs of PLP 
officers, supporters and Grants 
Town voters crowded the 
Taylor Street headquarters of 
Mr Roberts, who was drenched 
with champagne in the 
celebration that followed. 

Present to congratulate the 
new parliamentarian on his 
electign victory were PLP 
leader and Prime Minister 
Lynden Pindling and Deputy 
Prime Minister Arthur Hanna, 
among others. 

FNM Leader Kendal Isaacs 
told sombre party members, 
including defeated candidate 
Jim Wood, that it would have 
been a miracle to poll the 
support the party had in June 
so soon after the PLP landslide 
general election victory. 

Ina statement released, after 
the retums were in, the FNM 
said that in conceding the 
Grants Town seat in parliament 
‘“ the party “‘asserted that as a 
party it remains undaunted and 
not discouraged by its loss in 
the Grants Town 
constituency.” 

“We congratulate and thank 
our brother Jim Wood, and his 
Grants Town workers for a 
valiant fight in what we 
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recognized as a predominantly 
PLP area,”’ the party stated. 

‘“‘We also thank our 
supporters who remained 
faithful to our cause and 
supported our candidate,”’ it 
stated. ‘We also assure them, 
as well as all of our supporters 
throughout the length and 
breadth of the Bahamas, of our 
continued vigilance in the 
promotion and protection of 
their interests.”’ 

The FNM said the party 
moves to the battle today in 
the halls of Parliament ‘“‘where 
we shall strive to protect the 
interests of all Bahamian 
citizens.” 

The landslide victory by Mr 
Roberts strengthens the PLP 
hold on Grants Town with the 
104 extra votes received 
although 379 persons did not 
vote in the June 10 election 
and 64 persons were added to 
the Grants Town voters’ list for 
the by-election. 

The seat also gives the PLP 
its original 32 seats it won on 
June 10 and brings the number 
of House of Assembly seats 
back to 43. 

The by-election was ¢alled in 


early September, nearly two 
months after the death of the 
late Grants Town MP Shadrack 
Morris on July 10, a month 
after he won his seat and a 
month before he was to take 
his seat in the House for his 
second consecutive term. 

Mr -Roberts, who in his 
political broadcast to the 
voters of Grants Town, 
promised to tackle 
unemployment, urban renewal 
and recreation, said after his 
election Tuesday that his first 
‘priority will be unemployment. 
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ISAACS DENIES PLP HAS ‘OVERWHELMING MANDATE' FROM VOTERS 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 Oct 82 p 1 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


(Text ] 


THE PROGRESSIVE 
Liberal’ Party does not have 
“an overwhelming mandate” as 
# claimed in the Speech from 
the Throne, to govern the 
Bahamian people. 

Leader of the Opposition 
Kendal Isaacs in developing 
that point introduced statistics 
to show that although the PLP 
won 32 seats in the June 10 
elections, the elections were far 
closer.._.- 

Fifteen seats, he said, are 

now marginal. The PLP won 
three seats by ten votes or less 
and a total of 25 votes decided 
those three seats in favour of 
the PLP, Mr Isaacs said. 
_ The FNM, he explained, lost 
in ten constituences by just 
over 1,000 votes “and 2 further 
700 votes would have given the 
Opposition 25 seats. That is 
Just how close the situation 
was in June. So that statement 
about (the PLP having) an 
overwhelming mandate is not 
quite accurate.” = 

The FNM, Mr Isaacs 
explained, obtained just over 
31,000 votes. ‘In other words, 
in June this year there were 
just over 31,000 Bahamian 
registered voters who were 
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prepared to go to the polls and’ 
express their displeasure with 
the Government and _ its 
licies by voting for the FNM. 
ust over 8,500 did not vote,” 
Those statistics, he said are 
specially important in light of a 
communication read to the 
House yesterday moming by 
Deputy Prime Minister Arthur 
Hanna, which Mr Isaacs said, 
would have _ given the 
impression that .the Opposition 
was very insignificant. 

Mr Isaacs also expressed 
congrn about the manner in 
which Bahamians are being 
victimised -because of their 
political persuasion. 

“I feel that every member of 
this House does not represent 
just the people in their 
Constituency. We are singularly 
and collectively representing 
the people of the Bahamas,” 
Mr Isaacs: said. “We in the 
Opposition represent those 
people just as much as the 
people in the government do. 

“I would warn the people of 
the Bahamas to be jealous of 
theirs fundamental human 
rights for, if _through policy 
pressure, victimisation and 
intimidation a government is 
able to eliminate an 
Opposition, the whole country 
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would suffer because there 
would be nobody to point out 
the shortcomings of the 
Government, there would be 
no altemative fos the people to 
tum to when they are 
Gissatisfied with the 
Govern ment. 

‘If the Opposition . is 
eliminated, not just persons 
who oppose the Government 
would suffer, but the 
whole country would suffer. I 


“think that that is.a lesson that 


we in this House and all of us 
in this country must 


-femember. It is something 


which the most. senior 
members of this House appear 
not to support.” 

Reports of victimisation of 
Opposition supporters, Mr 
Isaacs said, could very well be 
true “because we have senior 
members of the PLP mouthing 
off these threats, and if they 
are going to make these threats 
openly, what do you expect 
their underlings to do. 

“The FNM is here to stay as 
a vibrant political forcé and we 
will provide vigorous 
opposition, not just for the 
sake of opposition but for the 
sake of democracy and for the 
sake of all the people of the 
Bahamas,’” Mr Isaacs said. 
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ASSEMB LY FACING FULL AGENDA; GOVERNMENT SEEKING MORE LOANS 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 1 Oct 82 pp i, 11 
[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text] Finance Minister Arthur D. Hanna will be seeking Parliament's 
approval for the Government to borrow $5 million when the House of Assembly 
[words not legible] for the second time since the June 10 general elections. 


Members will be facing a full agenda dealing with various matters from 
investigation of political violence and political influence peddling to 
social and economic matters affecting the welfare of the Bahamian people. 


Also tabled are a series of questions to Prime Minister Lynden Pindling and 
Finance Minister Hanna on matters of national importance. 


Much of Wednesday's session is likely to be taken up with debate on the 
Government's legislative policies which were outlined in Governor-General 
Sir Gerald Cash's address at the opening of Parliament on August 10. 


In the resolution to be moved by Mr Hanna, it was explained that the World 
Bank wants to help the Government with the Grant's Town Urban Improvement 
Project and with industrial promotion generally by providing a loan in 
various currencies amounting in all to $5,800,000. 


The Government, the resolution states, wants to take up the loan on the 
terms to be mutually agreed between the Government and the World Bank, 


Mr Hanna will also be asking for the appointment of two committees, one to 
consider the Rules of the House of Assembly, and the other to consider what 
exemptions ought to be made to the provisions of the Constitution regarding 
conflict of interest in respect to Members of Parliament having dealings 
with the Government, 


Labour and Home Affairs Minister Clement T, Maynard will be seeking a 
committee to consider crime and law enforcement in the Bahamas. 








—_— 


Health Minister Livingstone Coakley is seeking a committee to investigate 
health care services in the Bahamas and the collection and disposal of 
garbage. A committee to consider education and training in the Bahamas 
will be sought by Education Minister Darrell Rolle. 
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Social security and welfare services will be the subject of a committee 

to be asked for by St Michael's MP George Mackey. Salem MP David Knowles 
is to seek a committee to look into labour and industrial relations, job 
creation and employment. 


Most of the matters on the agenda were spearheaded by the opposition Free 
National Movement. They deal in the main with social and economic 
problems facing the nation. Many of them stress the deprivation of Family 
Island residents, 


The FNM will also be seeking the passage of four Bills--amendments to the 
Magistrate Act, the Civil Procedure Act, the Matrimonial Causes Act, and 
the Affiliation Proceedings Act. 


In what could spear heated debate, FNM chairman Cecil V. Wallace Whitfield 
is asking for a committee to investigate violence and its relationship (if 
any) to politics during the period 1970-1972 and particularly the events 
of Lewis Yard, the 1970 no-confidence vote, and Perpall Tract. 


FNM leader Mr Kendal G.L. Isaacs will be seeking committee to enquire into 
all matters relating to political influence peddling and misrepresentation 
of the ownership of Bahamian businesses and other related matters. 


When this matter was debated during the last session of Parliament it caused 
a scandal within the governing Progressive Liberal Party. 


A party official and confidant of the Prime Minister was named in confidential 
documents as being the ‘front man' for two foreign companies seeking to do 
millions of dollars worth of business in the Bahamas, 


Blue Hills MP Arthur Foulkes has questioned Prime Minister Pindling concern- 
ing the United States’ Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation Centre (AUTEC) 
at Andros. 


Mr Foulkes, in a series of questions he has tabled, wants to know whether 
negotiations have been concluded between the United States and Bahamas 
government concerning the use of that facility. 


"If negotiations have been completed will the Prime Minister say how much 
money the United States will pay for the lease of AUTEC site?" Mr Foulkes 
asked, "How much money has been paid to the Bahamas Government under the 
negotiated agreement?" 








ee 
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— 


In another set of questions, Mr Foulkes is asking the Minister of Finance 
to state how much money has been advanced to the Hotel Corporation by the 
Government for the renovation of the Lucayan Beach Hotel either by way of 
loan or guarantee, The Lucayan Beach Hotel was to open last year, but 
work on the hotel came to a halt with the work unfinished, 
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COUN TRY 


BANK REPORTS ON 1981, 


OECTION 


1982 BUDGETS; DEFICITS INCREASE 


Estimates for 1982 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 1 Oct 82 pp 1, 11 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] 


THE OVERALL budgetary 
deficit for fiscal year 1982 has 
been projected at $64.6 million 
by the Central Bank in its 
annual report and statement of 
accounts for 1981. 

m. the report released this 

the Central ‘Bank also 
Saabs that debt repayment 
for 1982 is estimated at $22.9 
million, $0.2 million below the 
approved estimates for 1981. 

The report stated that the 
1981 approved estimates 
placed revenue receipts at 
$295.9 million, $40.6 million 
or 16 per cent above actual 
revenue collections for 1980. 

Recurrent expenditure, 
excluding debt repayment, for 
1981 was projected at $247.6 
million, $28 million or 13 per 
cent higher than the actual for 
1980, the report said. 

According to the report, 
import duties were expected to 
provide some $166 million, up 
$26 million over 1980, while 


estimated property taxes for 
1981 at $8.5 million was $2.5 
million above the $6 million 
recorded the previous year. 
Casino tax receipts at $15.5 
million compared with actual 
receipts of $12.5 million in 
1980, receipts from stamp 
taxes and business and 
professional taxes were 
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estimated at $12.5 million and 
$4.5 million each as against 
respective revenue reccipts of 
$9.6 million and $2.8 million 
in 1980. 
wine budgeted capital 
iture for 1981 at $65.7 
n surpassed the - actual 
prmnee Mown for 1980 by $26.5 
million estimated debt 
repayment for 1981 at $23.1 
million showed a modest 
increase of $0.9 million over 
that for 1980. - 
Revenue for 1982 is 
projected at $305.1 million, up 
$9.2 million over the approved 
estimates for 3981. 
The bank said that tax 


revenue is expected to yieid 
$226.6 million, $16.9 million 
below the original-estimates for 
1981, while non-tax revenue is 
forecast to increase by $9.2 
million 


Estimated import duties for 
1982 at $153 million are 
expected to show a decline of 
$13 million from 1981, stamp 
taxes are projected to ‘fall by 
$3.7 million to $16.3 million 
and gaming taxes by $1 million 
to $14.5 million. 

Within the non-tax revenue 
category, fees and other service 
charges are expected to yield 
an oT $20.3 million, of 
; which $17 million is from oil 
ees. 


BAHAMAS 








Government also anticipates 
an additional $9.5 million, 
representing repayment of 
previous loans granted to 
public corporations. 

Revenue from _ public 
enterprises is. expected to 
decline by $0.6 million from 
the estimated $7.2 million 


intake for 1981, the report 


said. 

During 1981, the bank 
stated, the Government placed 
$110 million of the approved 
$150 million foreign currency 
borrowing for construction of 
the Cable Beach Hotel and 
Casino and initiated discussions 
for placement of $40 million 
early in the new year. 

At year end, the bank said, 
$60 million of this total was 
drawn down. 

Recurrent expenditure for 
1982 (excluding debt 
repayment) is forecast at 
$281.2 million, an increase of 
$33.6 million over the 
approved estimates for 1981. 


Continuing a ilong 
established pattern, the largest 
share of the funds earmarked 
for recurrent expenditure went 
to education with a total 
budgeted allocation of $60.8 
million, up $3.6 million from 
last year. z 

Reflecting the increase in 
public debt and _ rising 
international interest rates, 
interest payments for 1982 are 
estimated at $41.6 million, 
about 15 per cent of current 


“x penditure er 
cent in 1981. 
The next largest item of 


recurrent expenditure is health 
with an allocation of $42.7 
million, up $2.6 million over 
1981. A further $21.2 million 
was allocated to tourism, 
representing 2s — * = 
illion or five per 
oi 1981 ' budgeted 
ropriations. 

"pales capital outlays for 
1982 at $65.6 million were 
down by a -marginal $0.1 
million from the previous 
year’s estimates. 


Ot this, the bank iepurted, 
$14.5 million was earmarked 
for public works, $3 million or 
17 per cent below 1981 with, 
$5 million for the continuation’ 
of the road _ construction 
programme. 

A further $11.5 million was 
budgeted for aviation, up $4.4 
million over 1981. 

Allotments for sundry: 
expenses totalled $13.8 million’ 
and this included, equity) 
contributions to Government' 
Corporations of $10 million 
and a commitment of $1.5 
million to the Grants Town 
Development Programme. 

Capital allocation for 
education was $8.6 million, an 
increase of $0.8 million over 
1981. | 

Meanwhile, provisions for| 
defence and housing at $3.4 
million and $2 million showed 
respective declines of $2.4 
a and $1 million from 
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[Text] 


1982 Six-Month Figure 


CURRENT revenue for the country was up 
to nearly $80 million for the first six months of 
this year compared to $65 million last year, the 
Central Bank report for June discloses. 

However, the overall financial position of the 
Treasury is $11.5 million in deficit at the end 
of June, according to the bank’s statement. 

For the June quarter this year, the report 
said, “current revenue at $77.9 million 
exceeded current expenditure of $63.9 million, 
resulting in a current surplus of $14 million — 
up significantly from $6.8 million a year ago. 


The biggest increase in tax revenue was 
import duties, up by $6.8 million (22%) to 


_ $38.5 million, with a 43% gain on motor 


“The addition of net lending of $14.3_ 
million and capital expenditure of $11.2. 


million brought the overall budgetary. position 
to a deficit of $11.5 million,” the bank said. 


The bank added: “This deficit was less than | 
the $15 million posted a year earlier and was ' 


partly covered by a drawdown of $7 million 
from eash balances.” 

While total revenue was up 13.3 per cent 
from a year ago, tax revenue was up 6.5 per 
cent ($6 million) while non-tax revenue was 
up 6.8 per cent ($21 million). 
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vehicle taxes, and a 21% gain on departure 
taxes. While export taxes increased 63% to half 
a million dollars, both business and professional 
licences and stamp taxes decreased by $1 
million (30%) and $0.7 million (15%) 
respectively. ; 

Non-tax revenue was boosted by a receipt of 
$9 million from the oil exploration fees, said 
the Central Bank. “This represented 85 per cent 


of the total under revenue from other 
sources.” 


Government expenditure for the second 
quarter — the period just before the June 10 
election ~— amounted to $75 million, an 
increase of $7.6 million (11%) above the same 
period last year. 

Current expenditure also moved up by $6.1 
million to $63.9 million (11%), while capital 
expenditure at $11.2 million increased by $1.5 
million, a 15% increase. 














Total National Debt 
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[Text] 


THE NATIONAL debt of 
the Bahamas has been pegged 
at $402.7 million as of June 
this year. 

According to the Central 
Bank of the Bahamas’ 
quarterly review for June just 
released, the inclusion of 
public corporations contingent 
liabilities ot $77.9 million 
brought the total national debt 
outstanding to that amount. 

Debt repayment for the 
second quarter of this year 
totalled $8.6 million, an 
increase of $4 million over the 
second quarter of last year. 

External repayments 
amounted to $0.3 million with 
internal repayments at $8.3 
million. The Bahamian dollar 
portion of the internal debt 
repayment was up by $4.8 
million to $8 million, with the 
foreign currency portion at 
$0.3 millon. 

The total direct charge on 
Government, the Central Bank 
report stated, was $324.8 
milhon, up $21.3 million over 
the first quarter of this year. 

The inflation rate moved up 
Slightly in the second quarter 
this year by 1.5 per cent, 
compared with 1.2 per cent in 
the previous quarter. 

The annual rate of inflation 
for June, after compounding, 
slowed to 8.2 per cent, down 
from 9.9 per cent in March. 
For the year ended June, the 
rate of growth in the retail 
price index eased to 6 per cent. 

The Central Bank’s external 
reserves rose by $42.1 million 
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durmng the quarter to an 
unprecedented high of $167.7 
million oy the end of June, an 
increase Of $47.9 million over 
June last year. 

This increase in reserves, the 
Bank’s report stated, was due 
to further drawdowns of the 
Cable Beach loan facility of 
$110 million. 

Net purchases from 
Government totalled $43.3 
million, which was partially 
offset by a net sale of $8 
million to other sources, the 
report stated. 

The Central Bank made net 
ioreign exchange purchases of 
$2.6 million from commercial 
bunks compared with §$7 
million in the corresponding 
quarter of 1981. Interest 
income  bouyed — external 
reserves by $4.3 million. 

Commercial banks increased 
their net foreign liability by 
$17.2 million for the quarter 
to $115.2 million. This 
compares with a decline in this 


- position of $6.5 million for the 


corresponding -quarter last 
year. 

Banks made net foreign 
exchange sales of $4.1 million 
to customers compared with 
net purchases of $1.6 million 
in the second quarter of 1981. 

Total purchases of foreign 
exchange from customers 
amounted to $160 million, 
down from $165 million for 
the same quarter in 1981. 
Sales, however, increased by 
$2.2 million to $164 
million. 














COUNTRY SECTION 


NUMBER OF TOURISTS, STOPOVER VISITORS DECLINES IN 1981 
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[Text] 


THE TOTAL number of 
tourists visiting the Bahamas 
last year was 7.3 per cent less 
than the 1980 arrivals while 
stopover visitors were down by 
12.8 per cent over the same 
period, the Central Bank has 
reported. 

In its 1981 annual report 
and statement of accounts, the 
bank said that stopover visitors 


from the United States, Canada- 
and Europe were less than the’ 


figures recorded in 1980, while 


Latin American stopovers’ 


increased. 

_ According to the report, the 
total number foreign arrivals 
in 1981 at 1,765,570 fell short 
of the 1,904,560 in 1980 by 
‘7.3 per cent, the decline being 
solely in air arrivals which 
dropped by 2.4 per cent as sea. 
arrivals rose by 2.4 per cent. 

Stopover visitors — persons 
spending at least one night 
outside accommodation of a. 
ship — at 1,030,630 were down 
from 1980 by 12.8 per cent, 
the bank’s report said. 

Of the million plus stopover 
visitors, 791.540 were from the 
US, a fall of 10.5 per cent from 
1980, and the 109,220 visitors 
from Canada was down by 
15.8 per cent from the year 
earlier level of 129,780. 
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European visitors were also 
substantially less reflecting in 
part the appreciation of the 
dollar against most European 
currencies. 

A total of 77,750 Europeans 
visited the Bahamas, a drop of 
31.8 per cent. 

Visitors from Latin America 
increased by 7.7 per cent to 
22,060 with other areas 
accounting for 30,070 visitors, 


a loss of 8.6 per cent from 
1980, the report said. 

The bank said that owing to 
an increase in average length of 
stay of stopover visitors to 7.2 
nights from 7.1 nights in 1980, 
the total number of visitor 
nights declined by only 11.4 
per cent to 7,470,620. 

It said that the average 
length of stay of visitors from 
the US was unchanged while 
that of other visitors increased 
to 10.2 nights from 9.8 nights 
the previous year. 

During 1981, the report 
said, a total of 778 cruise ships 
visited the Bahamas compared 
with 744 in 1980, and brought 

596,880 visitors, an increase of 
3.3 per cent over 1980. 

The drop in stopover visitors 
from Canada ‘has led to 
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increased tourism promotion in 
that North American nation 
where the Ministry of Tourism 
hopes to increase its yield by as 
much as 30 per cent next year. 

Tourism Minister Perry 
Christie, ‘attending the 
International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank meeting in 
Toronto, Canada, earlier this 
month, outlined the Bahamas 
plan for growth in the 
Canadian market to tour 
operators, wholesalers and 
airlines in Toronto. — 

Canada, which accounted 
for 7.5 per cent of the 1.8 
million tourists that visited the 
Bahamas in 1981, is one of the 
country’s major producers of 
business. 

Last month the Ministry of 
Tourism reported increased 
visitor arrivals for August with 
cumulative figures for the first 
eight months of the year up by 
3.7 per cent. 

The ministry announced 
that air visitors in August were 
up 10.4 per cent while sea 
visitors increased by 26.3 per 
cent. 

However, the ministry said, 
for the year to date, air visitors 
are down 1.3 per cent while sea 
arrivals are up 11.9 per cent. 

















COUNTRY SECTION 


BAHAMAS 


NATIONAL TRUST BACKS BAN ON FISHERMEN FOR CONSERVATION 
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[Text] 
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IF FISHERMEN were 
allowed to use under-water 
breathing devices in Bahamian 
waters the country’s marine 
resources would be threatened, 
the Bahamas National Trust 
warned today. 

Their warning came in the 
wake of the battle between 
Government and the fishermen 
of Abaco who say that the 
banning of the air compressor 
has threatened their livelihood 
at the height of the crawfish 
season. The fishermen say they 
need the compressor io get to 
the crawfish in the deep waters 
off Abaco, unlike the free 
divers in the more shallow 
areas in other parts of the 
Bahamas. 

“*Allowing the use of 
under-water breathing 
apparatus by anyone to take 
crawfish from the sea opens 
the door to its use in haesting 
other marine products by 
everyone,” said a release issued 
today after executives and 
local council members of the 
Trust met yesterday. “If such 
apparatus are allowed to be 
used by everyone to take 


crawfish, how could anyone 
enforce a ban on their use for 
gathering conch, grouper or 
other marine life?” 

“The Bahamas 
Trust wants to remind all 
Bahamians that if 
over-exploitation of our marine 
resources is allowed, our future 
and the future of Bahamign 
fistermen will suffer. We 
cannot allow ‘progress’ to 
destroy forever our unique and 
precious heritage. It need not 
be so.” 


National 
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Said the Trust statement: 


‘“*‘The recent publicity 
surrounding the use of toxic 
substances and’ underwater 


breathing apparatus to collect 
crawfish has” given’ The 
Bahamas National Trust an 
opportunity to reaffirm to the 
public its commitment to 
conservation of natural 
resources and to sound 
manage ment practices. 

“Most Bahamians realise the 
importance of our marine 
resources and we are proud of 
our fishing industry. The value 
ot crawfish harvested last year 
alone was in the vicinity of $12 
million. Should we jeopardise 
this valuable resource? 

‘‘Due to increased 
exploitation of our fisheries 
resources, it is more important 
than ever before to enforce 
sound conservation practices, 
and the laws now enacted for 
the preservation of our fishing 
industry. To allow the use of 
under-water breathing 
apparatus for fishing would 
rapidly lead to the decimation 
of our mafine _ resources. 
History has given us countless 
lessons. When man is given an 
unfair advantage over his 
resources, he _ eventually 
destroys them. 

“In 1783-84, Johann David 
Schoepf wrote of the wild 
geese, the Bahama Duck, the 
North American Blue Wing’d 
Teal and the Whistling Duck. 


‘“‘The splendid Flamingos 
promenade .... on the sandy 
shores of Abaco .... and green 
parrots .... tuftles abound .... 
and the turtle catch is a 
lucrative pursuit.” 


“Our turtles have been 
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slaughtered to the point where 


they are threatened with 
extinction. Do Flamingos 
promenade the shores. of 
Abaco today? 


“Do we believe that if the 
general public is legally allowed 
to use Onderwater breathing 
apparatus to take crawfish 
from the sea they would use 
any more discretion than those 
who __ illegally shoot’ the 
White-Crowned Pigeon on 
breeding cays out of season, or 
kill the Bahama Parrot just for 
the sake of killing, or shoot 
wid horses for the same 
reason? What happened to the 
thousands of conch and turtles 
that did abound our Bahama 
Islands before man’s misuse of 
modern technology was used 
to practically wipe them out? 
Neither our forefathers nor 
most of our modern-day 
Bahamians show the ability to 
be ‘selective.’ 

“The Bahamas National 
Trust recognises that the use of 


bleach (and other toxic 
substances) that some 
fishermen are using is very 
wrong, and extremely 


damaging to al] marine life and 
should be stamped out ai all 
costs. Our record on that issue 
has been made very clear.” 

‘*Bahamians,” concluded 
The Trust. ‘‘are the custodians: 
of this land. Much of our: 
natural resources has been lost 
and is mretrievably gone 
forever. Some can be saved. It) 
is time for all of us to renew, 
our dedication to _ the: 
conservation of our country |! 
The cost of doing so may seem 
great. But, the cost of not 
doing so is staggering.” 
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BRIEFS 


FOREIGN MINISTRY VACANCIES--Veteran civil servant Peter Drudge confirmed 
today that he has resigned from the public service effective October 30. 

Mr Drudge, who was recalled from his post of Consul General in Miami in 
August, declined to comment on the reasons for his resignation at this time. 
Mr Drudge is the second senior officer to leave the Ministry of External 
Affairs this week. Permanent Secretary Oris Russell has retired from the 
Ministry after some 40 years of civil service. It was reported that no one 
has been named to fill either of these top posts. "To my knowledge, no one 
has been named to replace me as yet," Mr Drudge told The Tribune. He said 
that the Consulate in Miami is open and will continue to operate as usual, 
[Excerpt] [Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 2 Oct 82 p 1] 
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SECT LON 


BARBADOS 


ADAMS REPORTS NATIONAL BANK ON ROAD TO RECOVERY 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 22 Sep 82 p l 


[Article by Roy Morris] 


[Text] 


RECENT redundancies and the 
streamlining of operations at the 
Barbados National Bank [BNB], 
have put that institution on the 


road to recovery. 

This was stated by Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance, Tom Adams, in 
the House of Assembly yesterday, while 
moving the second reading of a bill to 
establish a fund to support the price of 
sugar and related matters. 

Adams said that during the first six 
months of last year, the commercial 
division had lost $1.8 million, but during 
the same period this year, it had made 
almost that amount. 


With the recent redundancies and the 
streamlin of the bank's operations, Adams 
noted that if the agricultural division could reduce 
its debts, things would be better next year. 

Adams had before this noted that up to June 


30, the BNB's agricultural division had made 


loans totalling $70 million. 
Of this. $17.6 million had gone to plantations, 
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$18.9 million tothe Barbados Sugar Factories 
Limited (BSFL) for sugar production, and $13.7 
million to BSFL for the payment of plantations for 
canes as they arrived. . 

Adams said too that a further $31 million had 
oy toward marketing, but noted that although 

© amount was 6, it was of the least concern 
since repayment of it was rapid. 

The Prime Minister said that BSFL was not 
able to do as much maintenance as customary, 
because of a cash flow shortage, and added that 
olin ch tae aoe Forteate Sugar Pacey os 

of the new Portvale Sugar Factory at 
Blowers in St. James. 

He later added that agriculture still held a 
special place in the economy of Barbados, and 
gave reasons why. 

In taking sugar as an example, he said that if 
$100 million was made from ~~ 4 production, 
only $10 million of this had to paid out in 
production costs. 

He noted, however, that with tourism or 
pp ype industries, at least $150 million 
had to be e overall in order to end up with a 
figure of $80 million. 

Adams praised Barbadian farmers for their 
contribution to the local economy over the past 
five years, and said it was the Government's aim 
to reach a production target of 150 million tonnes 
of sugar by 1984. 
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SUGAR ESTATES WARNED BY GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE PRODUCTION 
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[Text] 
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Government has warned 
that if sugar estates in 
Barbados do not produce 
as much — next year 
as they did this year, they 
could find themselves 
having to y the full 
amount of loans which 
form of Government 
initiatives to improve the 
sugar industry. 


Prime Minister Tom Adams 
made the comment during ‘he 
second reading of a Bill to 
provide for the establishment 
of a fund to s rt the price 
of sugar and for related 
matters. 

The fund is known as the 
Sugar Su Price Fund 
with the Barbados Sugar 
Factories Limited (BSFL) 
being authorised to issue a set 
of bonds for the of 
financing the fund. 

The bonds are to be issued in 
two trenches, tax free and tax 
repayment. 


‘ The BSFL will also establish 


a sinking fund for the purpose 
of meeting the redemption of 
the sugar industry bonds and 
of any other expenses _in- 
cidental to the redemption of 
the bonds. 


Mr. Adams toldthe chamber 
that the bonds will allow 
Government to guarantee the 
payment of principal and 
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interest, and exempt the 
sinking fund from taxation. 

The Finance Minister said 
too that the Bill will make 
loans converted into grants 
and interest funds subject to 
taxes and levies of income, 
amend the Income Tax Act to 
sede the issuing of tax-free 

nds, and provide for public 
accountability of the 
management of the Support 
fund. 

He said it was intended to .. 

vide a strong incentive to 
increase Sugar production and 
reduce the industry's debt 
with the Barbados National 
Bank (BNB) by stipulating 
that support payments 
made into producers ac- 
counts. 

The Prime Minister said’ 
that if 1982 is taken as a base 
year for calculating 
production, this year will be 
noted and in 1983 any estate 
not producing as much sugar 
as it did this year will have to 
pay the loan in full. 

However, according to the 
Prime Minister, if more sugar 
is prcduced the amount to be 
repaid will be converted into a 
grant. 

Mr. Adams referred to the 
sugar industries in Trinidad 
and Tobago, and Jamaica, 
and said that similar schemes 
were introduced in both 
countries, but they were not. 
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P¥ime Minister 


successful. 

He said that the Jamaican 
Edward 
Seaga had asked for 
assistance from Barbados 
since he had pointed out the 
cost of producing a tonne oft 
sugar at factory level there 
was five times higher than in 
Barbados. 


Mr. Adams pointed out that 
this year the situation in 
Barbados as regard sugar, 
had not been a happy one, and 
that unless an incentive 
scheme was introduced the 
future will see the same 
situation that. obtained last 
year and again this year. 

Looking at the debt position 
of the industry at the end of 
June this year, Mr. Adams 
said plantations had an out- 
Standing debt of $6.5 million, 
factory loans totalled $13.1 
million and the marketing 
loan $31 million. 

He added that the BSFL had 
a cash flow problem this year 
and hence could not carry out 
the usual maintenance to 
existing plants as it would 
have wished. 

He noted also that the cost 
overrun of the Portvale sugar 
factory had made it difficult to 
repay its operating loan, and 
that his Covernment was in 
the process of raising a long 
term loan to assist. 








COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


ADAMS ON IMPORT CONTROLS--Prime Minister Tom Adams has said that import controls 
were erosive of a person's standard of living. Mr. Adams who is also Minister 
of Finance was speaking in the House of Assembly yesterday. He pointed out that 
self-sufficiency within the agricultural sector cannot mean satisfying every- 
thing that is needed in Barbados. He stated that there must be imports and 
whenever an item is subjected to import control, it meant reducing a person's 
standard of living. He said too that the biggest imports were grain, wheat, 
rice and corn and the country needed an efficient export crop to pay for these 
imports. The Prime Minister said that food production in the country had in- 
creased since his Barbados Labour Party (BLP) had come to power. He also 
touched briefly on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and a loan which Bar- 
bados is getting from that institution under the Fund's compensatory financing 
and standby credit arrangement. The Finance Minister said that contrary to 

some belief, the IMF had not made any new conditions with Barbados as regards 
getting the assistance. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Sep 82 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/025 


37 














COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


MAS INTENDS 'TO SUPPORT’ PEASANTS 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 1 Oct 82 p 1-D 
[Article by Henry Rojas] 


[Text] Arauca, 30 September--Today, the clandestine movement MAS (Death to Kid- 
nappers) announced that it was sending a commando group to Arauca to support the 
efforts of the peasants to pacify this region of Colombia. 


In a communique sent to the EL TIEMPO editorial offices here, it disclosed that 
it knows the names of individuals linked with the subversion who are helping to 
increase the violence. 


Among the latter, it cites the parish priest in Saravena, an architect with the 
surname Reyes, William Ospina, a cattle raiser, a person named Delgado, and one 
named Albarracin, as well as several pilots, such as Rodin, Tico Perales, Balles- 
teros and Martinez. 


In another section, the communique states: "Soon, these countrymen and others will 
find out about this movement, which is fighting for a great, democratic Colombia." 


Backing the position assumed by the peasants on behalf of pacifying the region, 
MAS declares: "The staff of the MAS movement offers them its most absolute support 
for the purpose of avenging the deaths of innocent peasants and the kidnapping of 
big businessmen." 


The note adds: "Soon, our members will make contact with the peasant leaders, and 
our weapons will resound in the defense of their homes." 


In a lengthy communique to the FARC [Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia], it 
called upon the peasants to abandon their land, in order to prevent further blood- 
shed. The Army in Arauca remained silent concerning what the MAS presence in 
this section of the country might be. 


2909 
CSO: 3348/12 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


MAS SUSPECTED IN KILLING OF POLITICAI. LEADER 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 2 Oct 82 p 3-A 
[Article by Gustavo Ramirez] 


[Text] Medellin, 1 October--Otilia Serna de Delgado, councilwoman of the National 
Opposition Union movement (UNO), was shot to death by presumed members of the 
paramilitary group known as "Death to Kidnappers" (MAS), in the town of Puerto 
Berrio. 


The 55-year old leader was attacked in her own residence by three men who fired 
six shots at her. 


The attack on Otilia Serna de Delgado took place at 2345 hours at night in the 
Puerto Colombia district of Puerto Berrio, where she made her home. 


A daughter of the councilwoman said that the assassins shot her when they entered 
the house after announcing that they were carrying a letter for the leader. A 
source from the National Opposition Union movement reported that Serna de Delgado 
had already been threatened with death. 


The three men escaped in a vehicle without license plates, and left on the premises 
a note in which they attributed the crime to MAS. 


Serna de Delgado is the second UNO council member assassinated by the paramilitary 
movement in Puerto Berrio within less than 3 months. 


On 22 July, Jaime Nevado, aged 32, was shot to death by an unknown person as he 
was entering the main square of that town. 


In addition to Serna de Delgado and Nevado, the leaders of MOIR [Independent 
Workers Revolutionary Movement], Fernando Foronda Serna, aged 20, and Luis Rodri- 
guez Muneton, had also been assassinated in the rural area. 


The latter died tied to a tree, sustaining a shot in the head minutes after he 
was taken by surprise with his wife. 


As EL TIEMPO reported on Tuesday. 21 September.MAS forced two priests from Middle 
Magdalena to flee. on account of their presumed connection with guerrilla groups 
operating in the region. 
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Those threatened with death, the priests Bernardo Lopez and Jesus Lopez. who were 
brothers, served as parish priests in Cocorna and Puerto Triunfo. 


The former escaped unharmed from an attack planned on him by an individual. The 
weapon that was about to be fired became jammed. 


Statement 


The Communist leader. Alberto Rojas Puyo. reported that Otilia Serna, councilwoman 
from Puerto Berrio representing the democratic front. was assassinated at her 
place of residence on Thursday night. 


He stated: "This abominable crime recalls another one, perpetrated recently against 
the councilman of the same political group, Jaime Nevado, in that same municipality. 
These and other crimes confirm the fact that there is a conspiracy against the 
policy of peace to which the leading leftist organizations and the government are 
committed. 


"The enemies of peace, who are the same ones who are afraid of the advanced poli- 
tical reform, and who make use, for their purposes, of commando groups such as 
MAS, are attempting to undermine the policy of President Betancur and to make the 
left despair. What is at stake currently is of key importance to the progress of 
the people and their liberation struggles. Hence, we must not allow ourselves to 
be swayed by provocation. A mass response must be given to these crimes, that 

is directed toward peace and democracy, and the authorities must unmask and 
deactivate MAS." 


2909 
CSO: 3348/12 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


REVIEW OF WEAPONRY EXPENDITURES FOR PREVIOUS 4 YEARS 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 3 Oct 82 p 8-A 
[Article by Cesar Vallejo Restrepo] 


[Text] Although it is a fact that Colombia is not an armament-oriented country, 
during the past 4 years the national government, through the Defense Ministry, 
spent nearly $36 billion on the purchase and modernization of equipment for the 
military forces. 


A report from the Defense Ministry given exclusively to EL TIEMPO has made it 
possible to assert, for example, that the armored vehicles recently purchased 
by the Army, such as the Cascabel and Ururutu, car maintenance shops and lubri- 
cation trucks, cost $90.842 million, or approximately 5.7 billion pesos. 


The four corvettes purchased for the National Navy from Germany cost $325 million, 
or about 21.45 billion pesos. 


Two oceanographic vessels, the ARC Malpelo and the ARC Providencia, were also 
purchased for the Navy, at a cost of $12 million, or about 792 million pesos. 


According to the report of the then defense minister, Gen Luis Carlos Camacho 
Leyva, the renovation of equipment for both the military and police forces was 
due to the need for equipping the country with the capacity of the nations in 
the area, without attempting to embark on an arms race, and for the sole purpose 
of maintaining its operational capacity and insuring fulfillment of the institu- 
tional mission. 


Equipment 


The report also states that, in implementing the plans for Systematization, during 
the past 4 years the government purchased a modern B-3800 machine for electronic 
data processing, which is now in full operation, and owing to which there has 

been a considerable expansion in the capacity for processing large amounts of 
information that has made it possible to obtain an immediate response over long 
distance. 


The B-3800 also makes it possible to meet the growing requirements for automatic 
data processing in the Army, Navy, Air Force, police, decentralized institutions 
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and the Military Hospital, particularly in implementing the administrative and 
statistical packages on patients, beds, drugs and costs. 


As for the general command of the military forces, the mechanically operated 
coding equipment in Department 2 was replaced by electronically operated equipment. 
The secret document microfilming subsection was obviously modernized. 


To make the instruction of the military forces more economical, a joint assistance 
center was acquired and put into operation. Equipment for the third phase of the 
complete microwave network was also purchased, at a cost of 353,771,574 pesos. 


With this purchase, there was an expansion of the integrated communications network, 
interconnecting nearly all the military and police commands throughout the entire 
national territory. 


An aeronautical communications system was established, which allows for the command 
and control of military aircraft all over the country. A monitoring device was 
installed, which makes it possible to detect quickly any breakdown in the systems 
of the integrated communications network. 


There was also an expansion of the communications service to different government 
agencies, such as the Ministry of Government and the governorships. 


In the Army 


Between 1978 and 197S, many vehicles were purchased for the Army, including trucks, 
buses and campers, worth 99.5 million pesos. 


In 1980, 230 million pesos were spent on the purchase of new vehicles and the 
recovery of many of those which were out of service. In 1981, the investment in 
vehicles of different types amounted to 199 million pesos. 


In 1982, through the Bus Auction Fund, 9 million pesos were invested; and, with 
the same system, AM-825 campers costing 13.8 million pesos were purchased, as 
were Mercedes Benz automobiles costing 9.5 million pesos and Nissan small trucks 
costing 5.5 million pesos. 


With a budget, AM-715 Weapons vehicles were bought at a cost of 11.5 million pesos; 
through the auction fund, F-100 trucks were bought for 6 million pesos; and others 
were purchased with a budget for 25 million pesos. 


With an appropriation of 121.5 million pesos from the National Defense Fund, 90 
M3781, M37 and M601 Weapon vehicles and 43 M-35 trucks were rebuilt. The plan 
afforded the country savings of over $3 billion in foreign exchange. 


Also rebuilt were 24 M-8 and M-20 armed vehicles, with an appropriation of 21.5 
million pesos from the National Defense Fund. 





During the past 4 years, in addition to the components manufactured in the country 
at the Intendencia shops, other field equipm2nt was imported, such as tents of 
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various types, fiber and steel helmets, hammocks, belts, ropes, life-preserver 
vests, field jackets and field kitchens. The imports of these items cost 
44.823 million pesos. 


The last armored vehicles, also purchased for the Army, cost $90,842,091. 


The following ordnance was also purchased for the Army during the past 4 years, at 
a cost of 129,300,000 pesos: 106 recoil rifles, 105 millimeter howitzers, G-3 
rifles, MP-5, A-3 and K-1 submachine guns and tow launchers with war and practice 
missiles. Existing howitzers were also repaired. 


In addition, the complete tactical communications system was set up, the initial 
phase of which is under way. 


For security reasons, the Recruitment Department changed the system that it had 
been using to the type known as Polaroid. It was supplemented with the following 
equipment: Polaroid ID-3, Model 704, identification equipment, Polapress 8090, 
8070 standard stamping presses and enhancers for Polapress. 


National Navy 


The government's largest purchase during the past 4 years for the National Navy 
was unquestionably the four corvettes bought in Germany. It is the Navy's greatest 
accomplishment during the past 10 years, involving much of its human and technical 
potential, when one considers the modern systems for ship construction, propulsion 
and armament that will bring into the country types of technology which can be 

used to advantage by the institution's personnel. 


With the new units, the National Navy hopes to meet the needs for protecting and 
guarding the jurisdictional areas on the seas and in island territories, so as to 
guarantee the nation's sovereignty. The cost of the project amounted to $325 
million, and it was financed with foreign credit. 


In the past 4 years, the government also purchased two oceanographic ships in Germany 
for the National Navy: the ARC Malpelo and the ARC Providencia, at a cost of $12 
million. 


The government spent $10.18 million on the construction of two tactical and two 
oceanic submarines in Germany. 


The repair of the ARC Boyaca in the United States cost $1.902 million; that of the 
ARC Gloria, in Spain, during the same period, cost $2.3 million; and that of the 
ARC Santander, in the United States, cost $1.808 million. 


The branch’s communications network was restructured and modernized with equipment 
that guarantees communications for the exercise of command and for the administra- 
tive area. 


As for the so-called "administrative" vehicles bought for the National Navy in the 
past 4 years, they are Mercedes Benz campers, Volkswagen F-100, F-150, F-350 and 
F-600 trucks, Ford and Datsun cars, buses and others. The cost of the program 
amounted to 53.5 million pesos. 

2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


FIGUERES DISCUSSES RECENT TRIPS TO CUBA 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 26 Aug 82 p 7 


[Interview with Jose Figueres, leader of the National Liberation Party by 
Gustavo Ruz in the "People in Struggle" column; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Question: How do you evaluate today's tensions in Central America? 


Figueres: The situation in Central America is sadly normal. I saw this 
situation coming 25 or 30 years ago. 


Central America has been managed by a feudal system, terribly unresponsive not 
only to human rights, but to public liberties, to the law. With the exception 
of Costa Rica, and at times. Honduras, neither democracy nor social well-being 
has been enjoyed. Those who pointed out these evils various decades ago were 
called "communists." Well then, they are reaping what they sowed, those same 
ones who were trying to disqualify us. 


I regret very much that matters are so tense. I am not happy to have been 
right. I regret having been so, predicting that Central America was going to 
explode. 


Question: While the Reagan administration attributes the origin of these cou- 
flicts to the "Soviet-Cuban interference" and brands them what they call "East- 
West global confrontation," there are many who think that the reason comes 

from the present social injustice, among others, Pope John Paul II. How do 

you judge this divergence? 


Figueres: Well, everything in this world is a partial truth. It is certain 
that the countries who are combatting the United States or those who feel 
transgressed against by the United States (it depends on your point of view), 
if they encounter an opportunity to embarrass the Yankees, they do so. It is 
like a political electoral campaign. But it is equally certain and still more 
certain, that this declaration of His Holiness, the Pope, has been very oppor- 
tune--since the climate is so heated--and what is appropriate to us Central 
Americans is to look toward the future and not to live in the past. We should 
not be reliving past mistakes. 
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Question: It would appear that the declaration of Santo Domingo, signed by 
President Monge, Dr Sergio Ramirez and three other Latin American leaders, with 
a specific appeal for peace in the region, is a good way of looking toward the 
future.... 


Figueres: For you, the young, all this is something new. For us who are a 
little younger, this is an old subject. There has always been a need to en- 
courage peace, and not discord. Those who have dedicated themselves to foment- 
ing disunity, to justifying the exploitation of people, who are engaged in 
tolerating tyrannies, such as Somoza's which lasted for 45 years, evidently, 
those are the ones who were mistaken. 


Those of us who were concerned with pointing ovt evils and the possible good 
things, and were concerned with creating harmony between Central Americans, 
definitely, they were right. 


Question: It must be recognized that with your visit to Cuba, you keep promot- 
ing this harmony. A memorandum appeared there which summarizes your opinions 
and those of Fidel, in which there is no mention of who beats whom, but how to 
understand each other. 


Figueres: It is not appropriate at any level to speak of victor and vanquished. 
Any intent to establish harmony implies a sacrifice on both sides. I found 
President Castro very desirous that the systems which will emerge in Central 
America from the present turbulence do not evolve so rapidly in their revolu- 
tionary road, such as the Cuban trajectory, but that they go more slowly, in 
accordance with present day circumstances and not with those of a quarter cen- 
tury ago. Then humanity was something else, so was the United States, and the 
Soviet Union. With regard to the latter, I will say that the Soviet Union, 

25 years ago was able to help Cuba to the maximum of its capabilities in its 
development. Today, the Soviet Union has had four bad harvests, it has its 
difficulties, and the present leaders comprehend the necessity for understand- 
ings. 


The same could be said of the United States. For the most part, North Ameri- 
cans prefer peace... Finally, I do not know what devil brought about this 
curse, that all of us desire peace and we just never undestand each other.... 


Question: But does Reagan's policy toward the region, his line of imposing the 
conditions of the International Monetary Fund and of supporting military regimes 
seem to you conducive to that peace? 


Figueres: No, it does not seem that in this historic moment of U.S. policy 
that there is much of a tendency toward an easy understanding, of much com- 
prehension, and above all of mutual aid. 


But, I believe that North Americans are passing through a spiritual crisis, 
just as the Nicaraguans are. I have told my dear friends the Sandinists many 
times to make the greatest effort possible to avoid that rhetorical war which 
they carry on with the United States, because nothing is gained, nothing is 
accomplished. I have listened to various discussions of Sandinist friends 
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which have seemed to me not very conducive to peace and understanding. These 
boys (I call them boys because compared with me, they are) should realize that 
a power such as the United States, whether right or wrong, cannot accept being 
insulted in discussions and in public meetings and that, if we justly criti- 
cize historical facts of the United States, with the same justice we should 
criticize outbursts or exaggerations on the part of my friends, the Nicaraguan 
leaders. 


Question: But the "Syms resolution," more than rhetoric, is the green light 
for the White House to send troops to the region. We are in a context of very 
concrete actions. This very day, another North American warship appeared in 
Nicaraguan territorial waters.... 


Figueres: It seems to me that.threats should never be used, not even when 
they can be carried out, These threats which have been made against Nicaragua 
since the beginning of the revolution, are really stupid. A country so small 
and so long-suffering as Nicaragua cannot endure such language, They are so 
accustomed to government abuse. Besides they are reinforced by the errors 
committed by the United States in their long history of relations with 
Nicaragua. 


I believe that both deserve a rebuke on the part of a young student of poli- 
tics such as I--a complete beginner--both deserve a rebuke for the language 
which they have been using as much in public as in private, 


I am going to say something which takes a lot to confess, I have not read 
the "Syms Amendment," I have only read commentaries on it. According to what 
all of them say, it appears that it was a little disproportionate, showing 
little respect for the sovereignty and dignity of Nicaragua. But I repeat 
also, that the Nicaraguan leaders of whom I am so fond, frequently exceed 
themselves in their declarations. 


Question: Peace and integration of Central America go hand in hand. This 
raises the question that, to the extent tensions increased, the Central Ameri- 
can Common Market fractured. What do you think about this issue? 


Figueres: The crisis of the Central American Common Market is real, but not 
as grave as people say. For many years I have known of no industry which has 
been established in Central America which has not been looking at the market 
of all the countries. All of us are always sending our sales agents to Nicara- 
gua, Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala, and the question of the Common 
Market is such an intrinsic fact that these upheavals cannot stop it. There 
will not be another stage of industrialization in Central America, after peace 
comes, which will not be for all the Common Market. Those are things where 
one cannot go backwards. They are irreversible. Regardless of any foolish- 
ness which we Central Americans may commit it cannot be destroyed. Thus the 
logic for the necessity for the Common Market. 


Question: Nevertheless, difficulties between the governments of Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua still exist, despite historic integrationist tendencies.... 
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Figueres: If you stay a week in Costa Rica and see things from this point of 
view.... There is enough reason. But afterwards go to Managua, and see things 
from there and there is reason there also. I believe that all of us have been 
unwise. 


Question: But there are prudent actions, such as Minister Solano's trip to 
hold talks with Commander Tomas Borge, perhaps.... 


Figueres: I called Solano on the telephone to congratulate him on his trip to 
Nicaragua, without any intention of depriving of authority or of censuring the 
attitude of Minister Volio, whom I must also respect and love. 


Question: And your dialogue with Fidel, is it in the same vein? 


Figueres: I return the question to you: What do you want: That we insult 
Fidel and come to blows? Or that we try to find areas of understanding? 


For example, all of ushave to protect the prices of raw materials, Fidel has 
to protect the price of sugar. We have to protect the price of coffee. What 
do you prefer? That we each insult one another or that we join forces to con- 
front the economically powerful countries? It seems to me that the first is 
suicidal. 


I am very glad I went to Cuba, because one must judge things bearing in mind 
the alternative. The alternative was not to go, not to talk, not to under- 
stand each other. And in the era of ecumenism in which we are living after 
the papacy of John XXIII, this nonsense that people are fighting because some 
have communist sympathies and others have anticommunist sympathies, seems to 
me a mis*ake. 


Question: And would you return to Cuba? 
Figueres: When I am invited, gladly,.,. Why is it that there are people 


who like to provoke others into fighting and so few people who like to make 
peace, really! 


9678 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ECONOMIC, DOMESTIC DIFFICULTIES VIEWED FROM PARIS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 27 Aug 82 pp l, 6 


[Article by Marcel Niedergang: "Cuban Regime Faces Most Serious Crisis in 
Twenty Years"] 


[Text] In a sea of difficulties, Castro's regime endures. The departure of 
over 100,000 Cubans for the United States, leaving in the spring of 1980 from 
the port of Mariel, definitely did nothing to improve the image of Castroisn, 
but Cuban lead-:s are not overly concerned. In the category of good news: 

a record sugar cropin 1981-1982 and an improvement of its international posi- 
tion in Latin America due to the unreserved Cuban support for Argentina in the 
Malvinas crisis. Among the main concerns: the still extremely low price of 
sugar, the main source of foreign exchange; and the obvious desire of the 
Reagan administration to bring about a confrontation, the most recent manifes- 
tation of wnich is the American Congress’ authorization of an anti-Castro 
radio station in Florida. 


Havana--"We shall never surrender." The challenge, written in big letters, 
can still be seen on the Malecon, the boulevard that runs along the sea, a 

few steps away from the American Embassy. Two Soviet tankers are outlined 

in the harbor entry, with the colonial fortress overhead. To all outward 
appearances, nothing has really changed in Havana in 20 years. In this torrid 
month of August, time seems once again to have stopped. 


Transportation remains one of the nuisances of daily life. Housing is another 
constant source of irritation and concern, so serious that, if one is to be- 
lieve GRANMA, it has just been given "top priority" by the authorities. On a 
recent visit to a crowded, poor district of the capital, Fidel Castro was 
astonished and irritated to see the inadequate living conditions of inhabitants. 
"Fidel is not up on things."" This is the trite refrain of a population sub- 
jected to daily hassle and difficulties for 23 years, a population which, 
whether it likes it or not, must endure the "organization" of the Committees 
for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR) that are in charge of everything and 
nothing at the same time: health, education, supplies and "surveillance." 

But most Cubans are also members of a Defense Committee, meaning that the 
relationship between the regime and the individual is composed of participation 
as well as silent disapproval. 
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Despite heavy rationing, the Cubans do not appear to be underfed. Illiteracy 
has practically been overcome. .Health is the right of everyone. There is not 
_a village, even in the remote mountain areas, that does not have its modest 
Outpatient clinic to meet essential needs. 


But education and health care for all are apparently not enough to make a na- 
tion happy. Rationing is an obsession, although the number of products ra- 
tioned is smaller than was the case 5 or 10 years ago. Store windows in Havana 
remain very depressing. Scarcities and austerity: In the streets, young 
Cubans hungrily eye the jeans and shoes of foreigners. 


A revealing incident occurred in the National People's Government Assembly 
(a mere "rubber stamp," after rousing great hopes for the "democratization" 
of institutions): Two ministers reported the people's complains concerning 
the "bad taste" of the striped trousers provuded by Cuban industry. Fidel 
Castro retorted that “the important thing was to produce work clothes for 
sugar cane workers." 


In the opinion of most observers, the persistent material difficulties, much 
more than political or ideological reasons, explain the "fatigue" of the people. 
The bolt of lightning of Mariel in April 1980 was mainly caused by the first 
authorized contact between Cubans "at home'’ and Cubans from Miami, who came 
loaded with gifts and provisions for their "cousins'' subjected to the system 

of the libreta (ration book) for over two decades. 


The exodus of several tens of thousands of persons, who initially sought asy- 
lum in the Peruvian Embassy, profoundly marked both leaders and the population. 
"Mariel became the event used as a point of reference. Everything happened 
either before or after Mariel." But how many Cubans would now be willing to 
choose exile if they again had the possibility of doing so? Estimates vary 
from one embassy to another, but the average figure is 1 million. Whatever 

the case, it was definitely for the purpose of trying to respond to questions 
posed by the "shock" of Mariel illustrating the exasperation of the people 

that the government began in April 1980 to outline an econoric and political 
"liberation." The "free farmers market" was expanded. Cottage industries 
were encouraged and legalized, but the black market and speculation have devel- 
oped rapidly as a result. 


Consequently, the regime called a spectacular halt this year, bringing the 
more flexible line adopted in the past 2 years into question. Some 500 ar- 
rests were made among middlemen and coleros (those who stand in line for 
others). Members of the national baseball team were apprehended for setting 
up illegal betting. Second-hand dealers who had their stalls near the cathe- 
dral square disappeared. Castro personally denounced what he called a "neo- 
capitalist evolution" and he immediately encouraged private farmers to join 
the cooperative movement (20 percent of the cultivated area of Cuba, some 

1.5 million hectares, is still in the hands of small private farmers, but the 
cooperatives already control 35 percent of the area). 


It would appear that this hardening is accompanied, on the political level, by 
a debate between "liberals" and "ultras" within the leadership. Soviet 
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"discretion" in Lebanon since the Israeli invasion concerns the government 
in Havana, which wonders about the future extent of Soviet aid if Cuba should 
face a major crisis with the United States. 


In addition, an analysis of the Polish crisis incites leaders to weigh the 
risks and advantages of an "opening." Is it possible to control the so-called 
breaches caused by a deliberately accepted opening? Few signs of this debate 
are yet apparent in public, but a series of articles in TRABAJADORES, the 
trade union newspaper, and harshly criticizing "Cecilia," by cinematographer 
Solas (presented at the last Cannes festival and taken from Villaverde's 
famous novel "Cecilia Valdes"), has drawn attention. Beyond the reproaches 
addressed to the director, who is accused of spending too much time on 
"folklore, melodrama, incest and the African-Cuban religious syncretism," it 
would appear that what the articles actually are is a warning addressed to 
"Liberals" in the name of "ideological and revolutionary purity." In the 
circles in question, the response is that "this is not the first time in 

20 years that such threats have appeared" and that "it is once again time to 
fight." 


And yet, the "rumbling" occurs within a context of very serious economic 
crisis. The "sugar curse" continues to hold Cuba in its clutches. At least 
80 percent of all foreign exchange resources still come from the sale of sugar 
in 1982, a bitter observation when one recalls that one of the objectives of 
the revolution was precisely to put an end to the servitude imposed by a 
single-crop economy. 


With 8.2 million tons, the harvest was nevertheless exceptionally good this 
year. Cuba has concluded preferential agreements with the USSR, which enables 
it to sell part of its production in the East at good prices, but sugar has 
dropped to less than $.08 a pound on the international market (lower than 
Cuba's production cost) and the possible sale on the free market of some 4 mil- 
lion tons of Cuban sugar would be a foolish operation. 





As a result, austerity and recession shape the horizon. The growth rate 

should drop from 12 to 2 percent (according to official figures). Debts to 
Western private banks, mainly Canadian and Japanese, are very large: some 

$3 billion. The Reagan administration, which has managed to achieve a big 
cutback in American tourism to Cuba, puts pressure on certain European countries 
to halt proposed cooperation and financing. 


Soviet aid (estimated at over $3 billion in 1982) is not in question. Moscow 
has just pledged to deliver 61 million tons of oil to Cuba from 1981 to 1986. 
But in Havana, people are wondering about the real advantages of belonging to 
CEMA. Cubans openly say that the socialist countries mainly consider them as 
"sugar producers" and they want more "fairness" in trade relations between 
member countries. 


Reagan Offensive 


Exporting more is a prime necessity at a time when the people have been prac- 
tically deprived of certain Cuban products for 20 years. Further limiting 
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domestic consumption, demanding more "solidarity" of Eastern countries, re- 
launching the "opening" toward the West and ordering Draconian energy conserva- 
tion measures: These are the probable guidelines of government action in 

the months ahead. Tainting revolutionary "purity," a new investment code 
provides for the establishment of joint ventures (as in Poland or Hungary). 

The repatriation of part of these companies’ profits is provided for by the 
new law and leaders seem to hope that countries such as Spain or Japan will be 
interested in these new prospects. 


But it is mainly France, Canada and Mexico that Havana is counting on in trying 
to soften the effects of the "Reagan offensive." Relations between Havana and 
Washington are at their lowest level. 


Naturally, other types of contact, especially in sports, are maintained and 
diplomatic representatives in the "American interest section in Havana" still 
say they have "good relations" with leaders. However, they dread the estab- 
lishment in the United States of the Radio-Marti project, a powerful station 
aimed at intensifying American propaganda action in Cuba. "That will not make 
our job any easier," they say. 


Neither American nor Cuban leaders expect any "thaw" in American-Cuban rela- 
tions "for 2 years."' The February meeting between Gen Vernon Walters, Reagan's 
traveling ambassador, and Fidel Castro is still labeled as "cordial." But it 
manifestly gave rise to a misunderstanding. Reagan and Haig thought that 
General Walters' report indicated that Castro "wanted to find a way to return 
to the Western community," a tiny phrase that causes Cuban leaders to flinch. 
"But we are Westerners," they say. "We do not need to return to the West. 

The United States is asking us to break all ties with Moscow as a precondition 
to the restoration of normal relations with them. There can be no question of 
this." They insist on their "autonomy" in relations with Soviet Union, while 
reasserting their faith "in Marxist-Leninist principles." But they also seem 
very concerned about the evolution of the international situation and are aware 
of their vulnerability when confronted with an aggressive American Government. 


Whence their insistence on recommending a political and negotiated solution 

in Central America, without a doubt, their "messages" of moderation sent to 
leaders in Managua and the "assurances" indirectly given to Washington on 

arms trafficking. "We have not sent weapons to El Salvador for the past 

16 months."") Whence, also, the repeated clarification of their positions on 
Poland, Afghanistan or Ethiopia, which are "subtler than those of the Soviets." 


Faced with their most serious crisis in 20 years, the Cubans are asking aues- 
tions and asking them at all levels. It was a very somber speech that Castro 
delivered in Bayamo in Oriente on the occasion of the 26 July anniversary 
celebration, an address concentrating on economic difficulties, unemployment 
and austerity. This is not a very unique situation in the world today, but 
it is doubly felt by the Cubans, who have endured exceptional tensions for 
over 20 years. 


11,464 
cso: 3219/5 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GRENADA 


COARD REPORTS ON RESULTS OF LONDON, TORONTO MEETINGS 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 18 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


DFERJTY Frime Minister 
ama Minister of Planning, 
Finance and Trade, Ber 
nara Coard, has dis- 
closed that Grenada has 
been successful in per- 
Suading the international 
community to give special 
consideration to small- 
island and landloéked 
developing states. 

Min. Coard was speak- 
ing at a press conference 
on Thursday in which he 
renorted on his recent 
trips to London for the 
annual meeting of Common- 
wealth Finance Ministers, 
and to Toronto, Canada, 
for the annual World < 
Bank and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
con ference. 

At those meetings, 
Grenada put forward 
special proposal# on 
small and landlocked 
developing states and 
structural changes with- 
in the IMF and World 
Bank, he said. 

Séme 48 countries at- 
tended the Commonwealth 
Finance Ministers meet- 
ing and about 146 were 
present at the IMF- 
World Bank meeting. 
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Governments of small 
island states, Bro. 
Coard pointed out, have 
extra expenses over 
large countries because 
they have to provide 
costly social and econco- 
mic services to the 
various islands. 

‘Tt is especially 
difficult when the 
Small island state is a 
comination of small 
islands. The revenue 
spent on small island 
states averages more per 
citizen than in large 
states, "he said. 

Min. Coard said Gre- 
nada presented 4 paper 
which proposed that the 
Commonwealth appoint a 
group of experts to do 
a special study on the 
pradlems and difficul- 
ties of small island 
states. This proposal 
was accepted by the 
meeting and the study 
will be done over the 
next 12 months, before 
next year's conference. 

A group of 24 develon- 
inq countries, he said, 
permitted Grenada to 


speak at their meetina 














and ha@ one of the is- 
land's proposats on 
small island and lana 
locked states included 
in their final ‘commmi- 
que. 

Min. Coard, citing 
that about half of the 
48 Commonwealth countries 
at the meeting were 
Small island states from 
throughout the Caribbean, 
Africa and Asia, re- 
vealed that Grenada also 
circulated a document 
calling for a conference 

*of al small island 
states. 

Such a conference 


would include experts 
and ministers from these 
States who will draw up 
an action plan containing 
relevant proposals that _ 
would be presented to 

the United Nations (UN) 
and other international 
forums for consideration, 
he 2xplained. 

This conference, which 
may take place next 
July, will be the first 
time <he world's small 
island states would be 


having a collective 
meeting. 


Another main proposal 
Grenada made at both © 
meetings was that of re- 
forming the structures 
of the World Bank and 
IMF, 

According to Min, 
Coard, the World Bank's 
structures should be 
changed to give develop- 
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ing countries more say 
in its decision-making 
process. 


In relation to the 
IMF, Min. Coard said 
Grenada advocated 7 
changes to its Compen- 
satory Financing 
Facility, wnder which 
aid is given to couwn- 
tries with foreign ex- 
change problems. 

At present, the 
facility allows a five- 
year period for coun- 
tries to repay their 
loans. 


But, Min. Coard said, 
‘we are asking for the 
renayment period to be 


‘extended to between 


seven and 10 years, 
particularly to coun- 
tries that are hard hit 
by natural disasters. " 


He pointed out that 
"that struggle will be 
very important for the 
farmers of Grenada and 
the world, and if won, 
will bring millions of 
Gollars for developing 
countries. " 

Asked for his general 
impressions on the IMF- 
World Bank meeting, 

Min. Coard said that 
‘most developed coun- 
tries, except the United 
States, were prepared 
to make some concessions 
to developing countries 
by increasing their 
financial contributions 
to these institutions. " 











COUNTRY SECTION 


GRENADA 


DEMONSTRATORS HEAR UNION GRIEVANCES AGAINST COMPANY 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 18 Sep 82 pp l, 2 


[Text] 


SCORES of workers just 
from work at 4.30 p.m. 
yesterday, assembled in 
front the Bata shoe store 
in St. George's, to hear 
the workers who have been 
picketting for the 

past nine d@*, and their 
Comme rical and Indust rial 
Workers’ Union (CIWU), 
give an update on their 
struggle. 

CIWU's president John 
"Chalkie " Ventour ex- 
plained that Bata and 
CIWU have been negotiatinc 
for one-and-half years 
for a new industrial 
contract which includes: 
profit-sharing for the ° 
workers, but that Bata 
had been prolonging the 
negotiations by send- 
ing representatives with- 
out the authority to 
negotiate on its behalf. 

To the expectant crowd, 
he said CIWU has issuedci 
an ultimatum to Bata 
on Thursday to respond to 
th: workecs action, and 
to send someone with 
the power to ney :Fiate, 
on its bhealf before the 
next 72 hours, or the 
Work®ys Weld assur. 
twiagement had abandoned 
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the company and would 
ther. fore take further 
action. 

Ventour then read a 
letter from Bata‘'s legal 
representative Carol 
Bristol,he had received 
the same day, which 
said that Bata had not 
abandoned, and is 
ready to negotiate a 
reasonable alternative 
to profit-sharing, 
and that two respresnta-~ 
tives authorised to 
negotiate will arrive 
here before Tuesday. 

He pointed out that 
although CIWU had no in~ 
tention of accepting any 
alternative to profit- 
sharing since it was the 
workers' right, Bata’s 
prompt response to the 
ultimatum shows that 
whenever workers stand 
up and fight for their 
rights, no matter how 
bi. the enemy may be, 
they will win. 

In response, to Bata's 
position that its work- 
ers in other countries 
don't share profits, 
ventour pointed out 
that these workers are 
not as lowly paid as 











coming before Tuesday 
‘signified the rise of the 
king people in Gre- 

r » he said. 


those here, so there was 
no comparison. He further 
pointed out that Grenada 
has a Revolution which 





CSO: 


guaranted certain rights 
for workers, among them 
profit-sharing. 

Bata has one of the 
worst records for anti- 
trade union acticity, 
he said, and disclosed 
that CIWU had to wage 
13 years of struggle - 
from 1959 to 1972 -- 
before it could gain re- 
cognition from Bata. To 
the cheering crowd he 
Said that CIWU was not 
giving up but was pre- 
Pared to go all out to win 

Solidarity messages 
were delivered by the 
Agricultural and Indus- 
trial Workers’ Union 
(AGWU), the Grenada 
Union of Teachers (cur) P 
and the Technieal and 
Allied Workers Union 
(TAWU) . 

TAWU's first vice- 
vresident Chester Humph rey 
Said profit-sharing was 
a serious issue not only 
for Bata workers, but for 
the working class as a 
whole. 

He pointed out that 
Bata was exploiting 
workers in Namibia, 
Canada, Barbados and 
other countries and 
was getting away with it. 
He called on the Grenada 
working people to defeat 
it on behalf of all its 
exploited workers. 

The reason Bata was 


3298/027 


55 


GuT's first vice-presi- 
dent Thaddeus McQueen said 
GUT supports the workers' 


Struggle becayse their 


cause was just GUT 

felt Bata's attitude to 
CIWU was insulting and 
a breach of trade union 
ethics, he said, point- 
ing out that the Grenada 
working class was not 
afraid to be the first 
to seek profit-sharing. 


AGNU's president Fitz- 
roy Bain remarked that 
the workers were not only 
teaching Bata but our 
own working people to 
stand up and fight 
regardless of who the 
enemy is. 

He stated emphatically 
that the ‘Working class 
must be respected and who 
don't like it, it's 
their dammed business ", 

Grenada will. set the 
example in the Caribbean 
to show- that it is possible 
to get freedom for workers, 
he said... If Grenadians 
had to go without shoes 
for one year, they would 
not sacrifice their 
principle. 

Throughout the meet- 
ing workers cheered the 
Bata workers in both 
St. George's and Gren- 
ville, for picketting 
"in sun and rain", and 
chanted: "Profit-sharing 
is a right", 














COUNTRY SECTION 


DROUGHT IN CARRIACOU ENDS; LIVESTOCK HIT HARD 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 11 Sep 82 p 7 


[Text] 


+, fae ¥ 


LIVESTOCK rearing and 
fruit and vegetable 
production is back to 
nexmal as the three- 
month long drought, 
Which hit Carri‘acou dur- 
ing the dry period from 
Jue to August, has = 
ended. > 

The drought came as 
Carriacou was celeb rat- 
ing its biggest event, 
Regatta, and hundreds of 
visitors from all over 
the regian were: "present. 

Seasonal crops -- corn, 
peas, string beans and 
other varieties of beans 
-~- have.now been planted 
and are expected to he 
harvested soon. 

Affected by the drought 
was normal living, but 
livestock and agri- 
cultural crops suffered 
the most. | 


hard to. plant and for 
the crops to survive. 

Tt is estjgated that 
the economic. cost of the 
drought neared $1 mil- 
lion. Over $400,000. was 
lost in cows, $50,000 
in sheep, $10,000 in 
vegetables and $450,000 
in other crops. — 
_Livestock farmers 
were the people most af- 
fected although 75 per 
cent of the population 
felt the pressure as 
most families depend on 
cash crops and live- 
stock, especially sheep 
rearing. 

Another effect of the 
drought is. the late 
planting, of the crops 
which will mean a drop 
in production and rise 
in cost of the goods. 
Also, no cotton lint and 
cotton seeds are expect- 


Hundreds of animals 
died -- over 450 cows, and 
600 sheep -- and no plant- 
ing was done because 
of the lack of rain, 
making the.ground very- 


ed, which will mean a 
logs of, about 8,400 lbs 
of Tint #9425 ,000 ids 
of seeds. 


CSO: 3298/027 


56 














COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET ENVOY--THE Soviet Ambassador to Grenada, Genadiy I. Sazhenev, yesterday 
presented his credentials to Governor General Sir Paul Scoon at his house in 
St. George's. In his address to Sir Paul, Amb. Sazhenev said he noted with 
pleasure the friendly and equal relations developing between the Union of So- 
viet Socialist Republics (USSR) and Grenada. The Soviet Union experiences 
Sincere sympathy and deep respect for the Grenadian people, he said, and this 
was proved by the cordiality and hospitality with which the Soviet people re- 
cently welcomed in Moscow, Leningrad and Kiev, the high-ranking representa- 
tives of Grenada, headed by Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. Amb. Sazhenev felt 
sure that the negotiations and the agreements signed in Moscow will help ex- 
pand all-round ties between the two countries, to make them stable and contin- 
uing in the interests of both peoples, peace and international co-operation. 
He assured Sir Paul that in his capacity as ambassador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary of the USSR here, he would contribute to the further development of 
Soviet-Grenadian relations. Amb. Sazhenev, aged 61, studied at the Moscow 
Institute of Law and Higher Diplomatic School, and speaks both English and 
Spanish. He was in the USSR's Foreign Service since 1957, during which time 
he was posted in Cuba, Columbia and Argentina. He is married with one daugh- 
ter. [Text] [St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 21 Sep 82 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BURNHAM HAILS TIES WITH PRC IN ANNIVERSARY MESSAGE 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Oct 82 p 1 


[Text] President Forbes Burnham yesterday lauded the friendly relations 
which he said happily exist between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana 
and the People's Republic of China. 


In a congratulatory message to Cde Ye Jianying, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee of the National People's Congress of China on the occasion of 
the thirty-third anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of 
China, Cde Burnham also lauded the meaningful economic cooperation which 
exists between the two countries. 


"The relations of friendship which so happily exist between our two coun- 
tries have been further enhanced over the years by positive developments 

and meaningful economic cooperation in various fields," Cde Burnham said 

in his congratulatory message, 


He added: "I am confident that our common aspiration to improve the 
economic and social well-being of our peoples will, in the years ahead, 
continue to contribute to the strengthening of the bonds of friendship and 
co-operation for the mutual benefit of our peoples. 


"May I take this opportunity to extend my best wishes for your good health 
and for the continued progress and prosperity of the People's Republic of 
China." 





The message of "fraternal greetings and heartiest congratulations" was sent 
by Cde Burnham on behalf of the Party, the government and the people of 
Guyana and on his own behalf, to Cde Ye Jianying, the Communist Party of 
China, and the government and people of the People's Republic of 


China celebrates its National Day today. Guyana and China have had 
diplomatic relations since June 1972. (GNA) 


CSO: 3298/046 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BURNHAM IN BRAZIL; ARMS PURCHASES, OTHER ACCORDS SIGNED 
Decision on Military Equipment 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Oct 82 p 8 


[Text] Rio De Janeiro-- (AP/GNA)--President Forbes Burnham of Guyana, 
calling neighbouring Venezuela ‘expansionist,' announced his country's 
purchase of military equipment from Brazil, 


"Decisions have been made to purchase some planes and some personnel 
carriers," he said at a news conference two days ago. But he declined to 
cite numbers, 


"It couldn't be very many. We don't have a lot of money,’ he said, 


Venezuela, which is negotiating for sophisticated US F-16 fighters, maintains 
a claim to five-eighths of Guyana's territory contending that an arbitral 
award of 1899 which fixed the existing boundary is null and void, 


Burnham said if Venezuela succeeds in its claim, that country will strate- 
gically control all of the Eastern Caribbean, He said Venezuela has its 
eyes on Guyana's gold, diamonds "and all other strategic minerals you can 
think of," as well as Guyana's oil which he termed a million times lighter 
than Venezuelan crude, 


Joint Cooperation Pact 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE ‘in English 6 Oct 82 pp 1, 4 


[Text] 


BRASILIA, (GNA) — The. warmth and In their luncheon 
Guyana’s President friendship which marked 


Forbes Burnham and his 
Brazilian counterpart 


ent Joaé Baptista 
Figyeiredo yesterday 
a joint declaration 


informed sources 
bere have described asa 


highty successful visit. 


President Burnham’s 
vistt was demonstrated 
the two, Br 
inte at 

of 


Soppobes the 
deliv at a beasiiges 
hosted by President 
Burnham. 
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hes both Presidents 
censeamall satisfaction 
with the outcome of the 
state visit, and renewed 
the pledge to continue Cco- 
operation for the 
dev ent of their two 
countries. 











President Burnham 
told his luncheon guests 
that during his stay in 
Brazil, he was able to see 
very “much and was 


impressed_ey what he 


President Burnham 
was scheduled to leave 
the Brazilian capital for 
home last evening at the 
end of his six-day visit, 
which took him to Brazil's 
three main cities. 

Yesterday afternoon 
the Guyana head-of-state 
hosted a luncheon at the 
Army Club in honour of 
President Figueiredo. 

The ceremony at which 
the. joint declaration of 
co-operation was signed 
was held at the 
Presidential Palace and 
was witnessed by top 
Brazilian Government 
officials and some of the 
members of President 
Burnham's party. 

The two leaders 
recorded their 


satisfaction at the high 
level of co-operation 
which exists between 
their two countries. 

They undertook to 
foster this co-operation 
especially as it relates to 
trade and communication 
links. 

The Foreign Ministers 
of Guyana and Brazil also 
signed yesterday six 
agreements The two 
countries reaffirmed 
their intention to work for 
the strengthening and 
growth of their relations 
at the bilateral regional 
and multilaterai levels. 

In addition, Guyana 
and has, embodied 
their desire to implement 
the provision of the treaty 
of Amazon co-operation 
signed in 1978 between the 
eight South American 
countries which share the 
Amazon region, by 
concluding a bilateral 
agreement for 
Amazonian co-operation. 


The other agreements 
signed a testimony to the 
intention of the two 
countries to develop 
concrete projects of 
collaboration. 


“ They were: An 


agreement to waive the 
ement tax on 
en route to Guyana 
through the Brazilian 
port of Manaus, the 
memorandum of un- 
derstanding on the inter- 
connection of the 
Guyanese and Brazilian 
highway network, a 
memorandu of un- 
derstanding on  co- 
operation in agriculture 
and agri industries and 
compiementary 
agreement with relation 
to research and 
utilisation of energy 
resources. 

The Presidents also 
reaffirmed in the joint 
declaration their 
similarity of views on 
issues of current in- 
ternational concern. 





Address at State Dinner 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 Oct 82 pp 1, 5 
© > 


f : 1 , 
‘Article by Courtney Hardy ] 
[text] 


..(GNA) — President 
Forbes Burnham has 
made an impassioned call 
for the establishment of a 
United Nations Security 
Force with sufficient 
authority and strength to 
forestall aggression and 
prevent disputes from 
degenerating ‘nto armed 
conflicts. 

Speaking at a state 
dinner in his honour 
hosted by Brazilian 
President Joao Baptista 
De Oliveira Figueiredo, 
President Burnham 
referred to the recent 
massacre in West Beirut 
and said it is a dramatic 
illustration of the need to 


‘restore the inalienable 
right of the people of 
‘Palestine to a homeland 
and for a just and lasting 
solution to the Middle 
East problem. : 
| The recent horror is a 
inful reminder that the 
nited Nations jis not yet 
fulfilling _ hopes for 
securing 4 lasting peace 
as had n expected at 
the time of its formation, 
the President said. 
| The Guyana Head-of- 
‘State, who ended a six- 
day state visit to the 
neighbouring fepublic on 
Wednesday, contended 


that the recent report of 
the UN Secretary-Genera. 


bears ample testimony of 
the frustration which not 
only we, but all peace- 
iloving people experience 
at the inadequacy of the 
imechanisms of the 
‘United Nations for the 
‘prevention of conflicts 
and the maintenance of 


‘international peace. 
Dealing ‘specifically 
with the Latin American 


and Caribbean region 
President Burnham said 
everything possible must 
be done to prevent the 
introduction of an arms 
race into co Sa. 
and positive steps mus 
be taken threceh’ the 
conclusion, multilaterally 





and bilaterally, of 
arrangements to 
prescribe aggression as a 
means of settling disputes 
and controversies be- 
stween states. : 
‘In the final analysis, 
however,’” the President 
said, ‘‘our security is best 
assured by active and 
harmonious co-operation 
in economic and other 
fields and th the 
resolute pursuit of 
‘programmes of action 
which will hasten the 
realisation of our 


vision for the full in- 


tegration of our 
hemisphere.”’ 

The Guyana Head-of- 
State expressed hap- 
iness at relations 
etween Guyana and 
Brazil stand as a 


and Brazil have un- 
dertaken will serve to 
promote the common 
integration of the region 
ané@ the peaceful , 
settled as they have been 
by agréement to facilitate 
that tion. 

The President eon- 
tended: that if Latin 
American regi is to 
escape the tragedy of war 
and destruction which 
has afflicted other 
regions, it is imperative 
that the nations in this 
hemisphere enjoy 
security within the 
borders of their territory. 

Touching 6n economic 
Neuse ama . oo 

urnham said -there is 
growing tecognition that 
a cardinal issue will be 
the adequate production 


security are pressing 
pore ~ Hy the ident 
stressed. 

Re-echoing his 
disappointment at the 
outcome of the Cancun 
conference, the President 
said the developing worid- 
must not rest until it 
impresses on the rich 
industrialised nations of 
the narth that it is in their 
own self-interest that 
they engage in dialogue 
and co-operation with the 
developing world. 

One the need for the 
development of — 
resources: in the 
developing ‘ countries 
President Burnham sa 
there shouldbe no less 





and and supp ly of food. ment. 
monument in this field. Immediate measures to He cited energy’as one 
. | According to the bring about an expansion of the valuable op- 
President, the ot age cultural production portunities for Guyana 
programmes of co- and to institute a and Brazil to co-operate. 


operation which Guyana programme of food 


Remarks to Newsmen 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 Oct 82 pp 1, 5 


[Text] Venezuela's application for full membership in the Non-Aligned 


movement should be opposed, Guyana's President Forbes Burnham told newsmen 
at the end of his six-day state visit to Brazil. 


Responding to a question from a Venezuelan journalist who is posted in 
Brasilia, the Brazilian capital, the Guyana Head-of-State at his farewell 
press conference explained Guyana's reason for taking that stand, 


He said that Venezuela's action in voting against the resolution on the 
non-interference of countries in the internal affairs of other countries 
passed by the United Nations General Assembly last year should disqualify 
it from membership of the Non-Aligned movement, 


The President noted that Venezuela was the only Third World country that 
voted against the non-interference resolution. 


He dismissed the argument that Venezuela's admission to the Non-Aligned 


movement would provide a forum for Guyana and Venezuela to have dialogue 
on their dispute, 
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he Non-Aligned movement is not the only forum in which there can be 
discussion and exchange of views. These can take place bilaterally and 
within the framework of the United Nations...In any case, Venezuela already 
being an observer can speak, though it can't vote," the President said. 


Venezuela last week announced that it has formally applied to the Non- 
Aligned movement for full membership. The application is likely to be 
considered at the seventh summit conference of the movement now likely to 
be held in India in March next year. (GNA) 


Additional Agreements 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 Oct 82 p 4 


(Text] President Forbes Burnham who on Tuesday ended a successful six-day 
state visit to Brazil has been awarded Brazil's highest honour, the Cruzeiro 
Do Sul. 


The honour was conferred on him by President Joao Baptista De Oliviera 
Figueiredo who in turn was awarded Guyana's highest honour, the Order of 
Excellence, 


The awards were conferred Monday night at a dinner hosted by the Brazilian 
President in honour of Cde Burnham who was received with warmth and friend- 
ship by the Brazilian authorities and the Brazilian public at large. 


Meanwhile, before flying out of Brasilia, the Brazilian capital, Tuesday, 
Cde Burnham told a press conference that he was extending an invitation to 
President Figueiredo to visit Guyana, 


He said President Figueiredo has accepted the invitation but a mutually 
convenient date is yet to be fixed, 


Giving his impressions at the end of the state visit, President Burnham said 
that on all matters Jiscussed there was agreement. 


He expressed confidence that the relations between Guyana and Brazil will 
deepen to the mutual advantage of both countries. 


The President also disclosed that agreement was reached to increase the 
volume of trade both ways and further discussions will continue between 
officials of the two countries. 


He announced that a trade and economic consular will be posted in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil's leading industrial state, 


President Burnham and Comrade Viola and other members of the Presidential 
Party returned home shortly before eleven o'clock and were received at 
Timehri International Airport by a welcoming party headed by Prime Minister 
Ptolemy Reid, 
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the Guyana Head-o -State was seen at the military air base in Dravzilia 
by the Minister of External Relations Ambassador Ramiro Saraiva 
Cuerreiro, (GNA) 


Characterization of Economy 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 3 Oct 82 pp 1, 16 
[Article by Courtney Hardy] 


[Text ] 





..SAO PAULO: (GNA) — 
Guyana is interested in 
investment from any 
friendly country, in- 
cluding Brazil, to help it 
exploit rich resources for 
the mutual benefit of the 
Guyanese people and the 
investors, President 
Forbes Burnham said 
yesterday. 


At an hour-long 


meeting with Brazilian 
journalists and foreign 
correspondents in Sao 
Paulo, the Guyana Head 
of State outlined his 
government’sinvestm ent 
policy as.it relates to 
foreign investments. : 

‘‘We have always said 
that our economy is tri- 
sectoral, making 
provision for the public, 
private and c rative 
sectors, and we have set 
out our terms which are 
quite clear,” President 
Burnham said. 

The President, who 
kept a busy schedule on 
the second day of his six- 
day state visit to the 
neighbouring Republic, 
explained that Guyana 
was forced to nationalise 
the bauxite and sugar 
industries because of a 
number of reasons. 
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He pointed to the ex- 
ploitative policies 
displayed by the former 
owners and drew at- 
tention to the fac: that no 
industry established 
since the countrv attained 
independence in 1966, has 
been nationalised. 


President Burnham 
hinted that during his 
discussions with the 
Brazilian Heaa of State 
President Joao Baptista 
De Oliveira Figueiredo 
and top government’ of- 
ficials and busihessmen. 
he will explore the 
SS, of attracting 
razilian investors. 

He disclosed that 
discussions are far ad- 
vanced on plans for 
building the Takatu 
border river and the 
building of a roaa to link 
Guyana’s coastland to 
Brazil. 


in addition, Presiden: 
Burnham said agreement 
has been reached in 


principle forthe building. 


of a hydro-electric plant 


at Wamakaru in the 
Rupununi. 


Touching on Guyana’s 
economy, Cde. Burnham 
admitted that the 
economy is in trouble. He 
emphasised however 
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that Guyanese were not 
Starving. 


.“*No one is starving. We 
can’t starve because we 
are rich in agricuiturai 
resources and have been 
trying with assistance 
from Brazil to further 
develop our agricuitural 
— the President 
said. 


President Burnham lef: 
Sao Paulo yesterday fora 
visit to Itaipu Dam on the 
Brazil-Paraguay border 

Prior to his departure 

he said of Itaipu — <he 
largest hydro-elecrr:c 
project in the worid 
‘“‘we are not planning 
sanything So huge in ow 
country, but in terms «© 
its Size, relat've to ow 
economy, we want «© 
build the nower dam on 
the Upper wiazaruni ” 

He said that Venezueis 
hed intertered at the 
World Bank trying to hoid 
up financing ‘for the 

azaruni dam. 


After his visit to Itaipu_ 


Cde. Burnham eis 
scheduled to fly on to Rio 
de Janeiro, where he will 
stay at the city’s 
(raditional Copacabana 
Palace Hotel. He will then 
travel to Brazil’s capital 
vf Brasilia, on Tuesday. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


DATSUN VEHICLES TO BE ASSEMBLED IN GUYANA BY AINLIM 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Oct 82 p 1 


[Text] WNissan-Datsun commercial vehicles are to be assembled in Guyana 
by Associated Industries Limited (AINLIM), according to the General 
Manager of the company, Cde David King. 


Datsun one-ton pickup is on the list of commercial vehicles priorities 
issued by government last year, 


A lot adjacent to AINLIM's operations on the East Bank has already been 
identified for the establishment of the Datsun assembly facility, Cde King 
said, 


Tapirs will no longer be assembled in Guyana he said, because Vauxhall 
suppliers in the United Kingdom informed AINLIM they could no longer supply 
knockdown disassembled components, 


As a result, a new automotive body-repair department, including the Tapir- 
after sales service has been set up to utilise the skills of employees 
whose expertise are redundant because of the halt in Tapir assembling. So 
far, five employees have been retrenched from AINLIM,. 


Between 1975 and this year, AINLIM assembled 854 Tapirs and the last unit 
of 24 was sold recently to the Guyana Defence Force, Guyana Police Force 
and the Guyana Electricity Corporation, while one was donated to the Red 
Cross Meals and Wheels Section, 


The General Manager of AINLIM, however, has assured the public that his 
company will continue to offer service and supply spares taking into account 
the current foreign exchange situation, 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP STATEMENT EXAMINES CAUSES OF BANKRUPT ECONOMY 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 3 Oct 82 pp 1, 4 


[Text] In a weekend press statement, the People's Progressive Party has 
analysed the state of bankruptcy of the economy and has blamed the ruling 
party for the present situation resulting from wrong policies and waste of 
the nation's resources, The statement reads: 


Despite its advocacy of socialism the ruling regime has never implemented 
any central socialist economic planning. The People's Progressive Party 
questions whether the three development plans forwarded by the regime during 
its yeers of misrule were meant for development at all. 


Today the economy is bankrupt resulting in bankruptcy of the politics of 
the PNC. The 1966-1971 D-plan collapsed. The 1972-77 D-plan to house, 
feed and clothe the nation failed prematurely and the 1978-81 D-plan ended 
in shambles, The culminative result is a bankrupt and backward economic 
situation authored by the PNC which today demonstrates its inability to do 
anything better. This situation has come about through misallocation of 
available resources, wrong policies, etc. 


From the inception, when in 1964 the British and US administrations installed 
the puppet PNC, a neo-colonial state emerged that adopted the development 
strategies based on the pro-imperialist Puerto Rican model and concentrated 
on infrastructural instead of balanced agricultural-industrial development. 


The chen Prime Minister F, Burnham, referring to the 1966-72 D-plan said 
that "within seven years we shall be able to reduce unemployment, increase 
our national productivity and income more than significantly and establish 
the economy of Guyana on a firm basis," 


The PNC and Burnham fooled only themselves. The economy was to grow by 
17 percent during 1978-81 but in the last year of that plan (1981) growth 
stood at minus 0.5 percent, 


The Tapacuma project was one of those to be finished in 1981, but that still 
has a far way to go. 
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In the 1964-70 period Guyana was the biggest recipient of United States 
AID, But the money then and until now was and is being squandered. 
Guyanese would remember the much-touted Guyana-Brazil highway. Millions 
were wasted, The glass factory is a white elephant. The textile mill is 
another mistake, The mill was set up without plans being made for the 
cultivation of cotton. Millions have gone dow the drain on palm oil, 
cement, cassava, fish processing, Moblissa, and scores of other projects. 
Millions were wasted on the growing bureaucracy and millions on extravagant 
expenditure, 


On the occasion of the 10th independence anniversary alone $10 million were 
blown away (including 500,000 balloons). 


On the telephone scheme some $14 million wer tilised with another $13 
million on the Canje bridge, Millions upon millions were spent on bridges 
and straightening roads when more important projects and social expenditures 
should have been given priority. 


Guyana was to become the bread basket of the Caribbean. But under the PNC 
this will never be. In the last development plan the contrast was sharp: 
The percentage of allocations for manufacturing was only 3.9 while 26 per- 
cent was allocated for drainage and irrigation infrastructure. Yet agri- 
culture is in shambles, 


The regime has borrowed enormous sums and put the country into huge debts, 
The PPP had warned that heavy borrowing alone without fundamental changes 
will not solve the economic and social crisis. It will only be a palliative, 
not a cure, The Party also warned that the workers will be worse off, 
Basically, it was not for the want of money that Guyana faced so many 
problems, There was extensive borrowing (national debt increased from 

$128 million in 1964 to over $3 billion in 1982) and the misallocation of 
funds mainly for infrastructure and not for the directly productive and 
agricultural sectors through an incorrect and reactionary planning strategy. 


The State Planning Commission and Secretariat have been engaging most of 
their time in the preparation of Budget Estimates rather than getting dow 
to one of the fundamental problems--that is formulating of a realistic and 
scientific development plan, 


The open door policy of the regime to allow foreign and private capital to 
take over is reverting back to a basic pro-imperialist model based on 
peripheral capitalism, 


The PPP has been correct, The PNC is neither interested in nor capable of 
building socialism, It gives socialism a bad name, 


The Party reiterates that genuine socialism and central socialist planning 
will move the country forward, The shift in balance of trade links towards 
the socialist world is essential for this to come about, 


We say: stop the squandermania: Stop wasting the money of the Guyanese 
people; The time has come to put a stop to the minority regime and to end 
national bankruptcy. Guyana will move forward again only under a broad- 
based revolutionary-democratic government, 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


DEBT PAYMENTS CALLED COSTLY LEGACY OF PNC SPENDING SPREE 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 3 Oct 82 p 4 


[Text] Annual payments to service debt and compensation payments under 
the PNC regime hav2 been growing by leaps and bounds. For the current year 
alone payments are estimated to total $462.8 million. If the trend seen in 
past years continues, the amount to be paid back to local and overseas 
creditors will grow significantly. 


Guyanese are paying through their noses for the heavy borrowing sprees of 
the PNC. The economy is not generating enough funds so the regime is 
forced to borrow more to pay past debts. It is understood that most of 
the monies borrowed this year will be channeled in this direction. Very 
little is being used to develop the economy. 


In 1964, when the PN° was placed in office by imperialism the debt and 
compensation amounted to $10.3 million. This year the amount to be paid 
represents 46 times that amount. Between 1964 and 1982 the country has 
had to pay to creditors the huge sum of $2,042 million. 


Since 1978, payments have been in excess of $200 million. The $462.8 
million expected to be paid this year represents 75.2 percent of current 
revenue and 51.9 percent of current expenditure, 


It is interesting to note that borrowing for this year (from local and 
overseas sources) is estimated at $464.6 million which is just $1.8 million 
more than the amount to be paid back to creditors at home and overseas. 
This year alone Guyana will be using up $195.5 million in hard currency 

to service overseas lenders, This means that 16.1 percent of Guyana's 
estimated export earnings will be used this year to service debt and 
compensation, 


As the debt burden gets bigger more pressures will be placed on the backs 

of the Guyanese people through higher taxation, low wages, high cost-of- 
living, poor and expensive services. The government has been seeking to 
reschedule debts, but only for one year periods, There are signs also that 
longer rescheduling periods are being negotiated with the world bank. 

These and other concessions sought frem imperialist agencies and creditors 
are being given on hard conditions. These in turn will place further burdens 
on the people since the elite does not intend to bear the burdens of the 
crisis it created, 


CSO: 3298/0448 
67 














COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


TUC LEADERSHIP MANEUVERS EXAMINED; NEW PRESIDENT SPEAKS 

Election Maneuvers 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 3 Oct 82 p 8 
[Article by Albert Alstrom] 


[Text] The decision by Gordon Todd, President of the Clerical and Commercial 
Workers Union to withdraw from the race for the presidency of the Guyana 
Trades Union Congress (TUC) came as a surprise to almost every delegate 
attending the conference on Sunday. 


And today many are still wondering why Boysie Ramkarran of the Guyana 
Agricultural and General Workers Union (GAWU) contested since it was clear 
all along that he had not the ghost of a chance to defeat the incumbent 
Samuel Cornelius Walker, In the end the latter secured 139 votes as against 
70 by Ramkarran. 


As I see it, two considerations might have forced Ramkarran to remain in 
the race, 


Firstly, two weeks ago the Mirror, organ of the People's Progressive Party, 
claimed that a trade unionist who recently attended an international trade 
union seminar held at CCWU and attended by representatives from many coun- 
tries had links with the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) of the United 
States. 


The PPP stance on this issue is only too well known and so it was clear that 
the party would not allow the GAWU, its trade union arm to support Todd at 
that time, 


Secondly, some feel that GAWU thought Todd had an even chance of becoming 
President and that such an eventuality would have interfered with the PPP's 
ideological and political position, 


And when Todd withdrew, after some degree of hesitation, many of the 
delegates felt that there was a split in the four unions--GAWU, University 
of Guyana Staff Association, CCWU and National Association of Agricultural, 
Commercial and Industrial Employees (NAACIE). 
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Some minutes later the unity of the unions was shown when there was a tie 
between Selo Baichan, General Secretary of the Union of Agricultural and 

General Workers and Todd for the post of Third Vice-President. They both 
polled 103 votes. 


But there seems to be another headache for the Executive Council of the 
TUC. Some delegates are claiming that the elections were not held in strict 
conformity with the constitution which only provided for three persons from 
a union to sit on the Executive Council of the union. The delegates are 
contending that four persons from the Amalgamated Transport and General 
Workers Union now sit on the TUC's Executive Council. 


The conference saw many heated debates between government supporters and 
factions opposed to certain government policies. The trade unionists tried 
as much as possible to reach areas of agreement and high praise must be 
given to General Secretary Joseph Pollydore who did his best to prevent 
delegates from being divided on common issues. 


Instead he urged them to tind compromise positions. A point of interest 
was the failure by GAWU, the union with the largest membership, to get any 
representative elected to the TUC's Executive Council. 


Walker Address 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 28 Sep 82 p l 


[Text] The President of the Guyana Trades Union Congress, Cde Samuel 
Walker has called on workers to rally around the Labour Movement so that 
"together we can build a better Guyana." 


Cue Walker made the call shortly before 1.00 a.m, yesterday, some minutes 
after he was returned President of the organisation for another two-year 
term. 


He told the large gathering of delegates, including leaders of the 23 
unions affiliated to the Guyana Trades Union Congress that the task ahead 
is not insurmountable even though "we are not travelling in calm waters." 


Cde Walker said that he is happy with the composition of the executive 
council. Together they will do everything in the best interest of the 
workers and the nation as a whole. 


He said that members of the executive council will have to work as one 
family to achieve objectives. 


Two ties were recorded at the elections even though in one of them the two 
candidates fell six votes short of being elected to the executive council 
of the organisation. 
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Grantley Culbard of the Clerical and Commercial Workers Union polled 76 
votes like James Dastajir of the Guyana Agricultural and General Workers 
Union, but they both fell short by six votes of election committee membership. 


Earlier Gordon Todd of the Clerical and Commercial Workers Union and Cde 
Seelo Baichane of the Union of Agricultural and Allied Workers each polled 
103 votes for the position of Third Vice President. 


Following are the results of the elections: Cde Samuel Walker, President; 
George Daniels, Senior Vice President; John Langry, second Vice-President, 
Cde Leslie Meville, Principal Assistant Secretary; Cde Kenneth Denny, 
Organising Secretary; Cde Jean Persico, Assistant Organising Secretary; 
Cde Selwyn 0, Felix, Treasurer. 


Members of the Committee are: Norman Northe, Agnes Bend-Kirton Holder, 
Frank Nicholson, Cleveland Charran, Jean Smith, Stanton Critchlow, Samuel 
Rudolph Thorne, Lincoln Lewis, M. Wharton, Gordon Todd, Saluhudceen, Edward 
Marcus, Frank Andrews, R.E. Hoyte, Edwin James. 


Call for Wage Talks 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 25 Sep 82 p 5 


[Text] The Twenty-ninth Annual Delegates Conference of the Guyana Trades 
Union Congress yesterday unanimously passed a resolution calling on the 
Executive Council of the Guyana Trades Union Congress to immediately 
recommence negotiations with Government on new salaries for workers in the 
public service-public sector. 


The motion which was moved by Cde Norman Northe of the Guyana Public 
service Union and seconded by Cde Lincoln Lewis of the Guyana Bauxite 
Supervisors Association sought to have the TUC continue its discussions 
with the Government from the point it left off when the Covernment agreed 
to give an interim payout last ye 


Conference also agreed that the TUC should negoti 


zotiate an increase for persons 
who have retired from the Government and who are receivine pension. 
Before conference was adjourned > Samuel Archer moved a motion supporting 
the Government actions in dealing with the Guyana-Venezuela territorial 
issue, The motion was seconded by Cde Norman Northe of the Guyana Public 


Service Union, 
Workers’ Dissatisfaction 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 26 Sep 82 p 


[Text] General Secretary of the Guyana Trades Union Congress, Joseph 
Pollydore, told the 29th conference that no one should understate the 
magnitude of the adverse effects of external factors responsible for the 


crisis. 
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"But even after taking into account all these external factors," he stated, 
"the general feeling still remains that a number of things within our control 
were allowed to get out of hand from 1977 resulting in the beginning of the 
serious downturn in the country's economy to its present state of near bank- 
ruptcy." 


In this context the General Secretary discussed the retrenchment of workers. 
There now has been widespread dissatisfaction, he said, in the "ruthless 
manner in which the retrenchment itself was effected.“ In pointing out 
that the exercise had “gone far beyond the 6,000 employees" Pollydore spoke 
of the "undisguised and inexcusable favouritism shown in identifying 
persons for retrenchment (and) the total disregard manifested for funda- 
mental industrial relations principles." 


In this regard the Report to the Conference spoke of a "number of instances 
of violations of Collective Bargaining Agreements.'' Said Mr Polilydore: 

"But even before those violations had taken place there had been an increase 
in the number of instances reported in which Public Sector management has 
been manifesting a great deal of intolerance with respect to certain provi- 
sions in Collective Agreements or traditionally accepted procedures... 
Employees are disciplined and even dismissed with little regard for these 
procedures." 


On the question of wages and salaries the General Secretary's Report 
echoed the contention made long ago by several unions that the increases 
"were inadequate and that it provided no escalating provision to maintain 
a rational relationship between prevailing wages and increases in the cost 
of living." He concinued: "The increases which at first appeared quite 
attractive were soon liquidated by increase in prices resulting from the 
removal of subsidies and the imposition of other fiscal measures which 
followed...” 


On these questions the TUC was accused of not taking positive actions to 
prevent the hardships on the workers. In the 80-odd motions submitted by 
unions to the conference, workers expressed their dissatisfaction with the 
present state of affairs. 


The Guyana Mine Workers' Union in a motion called on the TUC to uphold 
convention on the right to collective bargaining and to organise. It stated 
that the National Minimum wage is unpopular and failed to motivate workers. 
Several other unions focussed attention on violations of the principle of 
collective bargaining. Another motion called on the Government to train 

and re-employ those retrenched. The National Union of Public Service 
Employees called for a National Minimum Wage of not less than $25 per day. 


In discussing the task of National Reconstruction, the theme of the 
Conference, the General Secretary called for unity of the labour movement. 

He pointed to negative actions aimed at dividing the workers. "It seems 
therefore that the first task of the trade unions must be to uncompromisingly 
resist pressures on them to further divide themselves." 
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Pollydore argued that the crisis -made, it is man-made, then 
surely it must be within man's competerice to contain it except if it is 
the case that those who made or c: sd it are now riding on the tiger and 
cannot dismount for fear of being d ired by the tige 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL ESTABLISHED 


GUYANA S_ Industrial 
Promotion Council has 
been formally launched, 
the Ministry of Labeur, 
Manufacturing and 
Industrial Development 
announced yesterday. 


The Council whose 
members are drawn from 
both the private and 
public sectors was for- 
mally launched at a 
ceremony at which the 
main speakers were Vice- 
President, Econoraic 
Planning and Finance 
Desmond Hoyte and 
Minister of Labour 
Manufacturing and 
Industrial Development 
Kenneth Denny. 


A major task of the 
Council would be to ad- 
vise the Minister 
responsible for 
Manufactur and In- 
dustrial Development on 
Guyana’s_ industrial 
policy. 


The council has also 
been asked to: 


Identify areas for and 
to promote the country’s 
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in English 5 Oct 82 p l 


industrial development; 


Encourage the use of 
local raw materials by 
local manufacturers; 


Help identify ap- 
propriate technology for 
use in local industry, and 

Assist in the iden- 
tification and training éf 
the manpower nec 
for the achievement of 
Guyana’s Development 


‘goals. 


Some 13 organisations 
and agencies which are 
involved in the _ in- 
dustrial. manufacturing 
sector of the economy are 
represented on the 
national council. These 
organisations - Agencies 
include the Consultative 
Association of Guyanese 
Industries, the Guyana 
Manufacturers 


Association, the Guyana 
State Corporation, the 
Georgetown Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
and the Institute of 
Applied Science and 
Technology 
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‘RINLDAD PORT ASKED TO EXPEDITE UNLOADING 


SECTION 


OF STALLED RICE 


Ceorgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Oct 82 pp 4-5 


Text] 


3998/04 7 


The authorities in Port- ~ 


of-Spain have promised to 
try and expedite the 
unloading of seven local 
vessels loaded with rice 
from Guyana but which 
are delayed .in the Port- 
of-Spain harbour. 

One vessel, the MV 
‘Alvin’ with some 1 616 
tonnes of rice on board 
was unloaded Wednesday 
after ~~ delayed in the 
harbour for nearly two 
months. The vesse! left 
Guyana Since August 10. 

Six other vessels, the 
last of which left Guyana 
September 23, are yet to 
ve unloaded 

The long delay is a 
source of concern to the 
GRB management wo 
last weekend sent twe o! 
its senior officials to 
discuss the matter with 
the relevant authorities in 
the twin-island republic 

GRB General Manager 
Leon Dundas said that 
Marketing Officer K. 
Maraj and execytive 
officer Fred Lashley 
who are now in Grenada, 
have reported that the 
Trinidad authorities have 
promised to help expedite 
the unloading of the 


vessels, 

The long delays in the 
Port-of-Spain harbour, 
Cde Dundas explained, 
are due primarily to a 
shortage of berthing space 
and to congestion on the 


wharves. | 
“Te SxpIATHeS that the 


matter is a source of 
concern to the GRB 
because other shipments 
or rice to Trinidad and 
Tobago are being delayed 
and the owners of the 


vessels are becoming 
increasingly reluctant to 
transport rice to the 
sister Caricom state. 

The other local vessels 
now in the Port-of-Spain 
harbour are the M-V 
Alana Masie which lef! en 
September 10 with 1 165 
tonnes ¢f rice- the M-V 
Kate which left on August 
23 with 446 tonnes- the M- 
V Jenkie which left on 
September 16 with 496 


‘tonnes- the M-V Steady 


which left on August 24 
with 491 tonnes- the M-V 
Mac Vac which left on 
September 22 with 545 
tonnes- and the M-V 
Grain Rio which left on 
September 23 with 1 400 
tonnes 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


‘CHRONICLE' CHIFF'S RESIGNATION--Frank Campbell, a PNC strongman and former 
Information Minister has chucked in his job as Editor-in-Chief and General 
Manager of the state-owned Guyana Chronicle. Campbell pulled out of the 
country last week and according to Chronicle sources he will continue 
studies in International Relations in Trinidad, Campbell might have 
considered his departure from his post as a "no news event" as the publica- 
tion with which he has been attached since December last year made no mention 
of this. It is understood that he will be succeeded as General Manager by 
Mr Ron Philips and Rashid Osman will climb to the post of newspaper editor. 
Meanwhile two journalists at Chronicle have been relieved of their jobs. 
They are well-known sports and court reporter Julian Mendez and news editor 
Granger. [Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in English 26 Sep 82 p 1] 


CONVICTION OF ACTIVISTS--Georgetown, Mon., (Cana)--Guyana's Principal 
Magistrate, George McLennan, found Opposition People's Progressive Party 
(PPP) city councillor George Lee, guilty last Friday of unlawful possession 
of ten rounds of .38 special ammunition and a quantity of mrijuana. He 
also found an unsuccessful PPP candidate at the 1980 general elections, 
Winston Neblitt, guilty of throwing an incendiary device at a crowd with 
intent to cause public terror on December 3, 1980. The sentences will be 
imposed next week. Both were members of a group of 23 PPP activists arrested 
by police shortly before the 1980 general election, The magistrate dismissed 
charges against the other 21 defendants who were charged with being in 
possession of sticks and knives in a public place with intent to cause 
public terror, Mr McLennan accepted defence arguments that the sticks and 
knives were on the floor of the vehicle and that no ome had testified to 
being caused terror by them. A plea for the two defendants found guilty 

to be given gines, and not jail sentences, was made by defence counsel, 
B.O, Adams. He said Lee had testified that he had been given a pouch by 
another person, but did not known it contained ammunition and marijuana. 
Magistrate McLennan postponed sentence to October 11 and instructed that 
the two PPP activists be interviewed by a probation officer while being 
detained in custody. [Text} [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 

5 Oct 82 p 5] 


75 














PNC ATTACK ON CHURCHES--Georgetown, Mon., (Cana)--"'New Nation" a paper 
published by the ruling People's National Congress (PNC) has launched a 
series of attacks on the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches here, describ- 
ing them as "cronies of Rome and Canterbury." The newspaper said that the 
churches self-interest "goads them on to oppose the Guyana Government in 
the future expectation that they will resume their colonial positions as 
slum landlords and owners of private property."" A colum, begun four weeks 
ago in the paper and signed "by patriot," charged this week that when Guyana 
was a colony "these two cronies of Rome and Canterbury practised all the 
ocial discriminations cf the colonial rulers." "Ordinary people who sat 
in the pews reserved for tne social elite were ejected before the congrega- 
tion and thus humiliated,” it said, adding that the socialist revolution in 
Guyana "has replaced elitism iy egalitarianism and the church is no longer 
lowed to continue its coloni role as a slum landlord." [Text] 
ort-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDI AN in English 5 Oct 82 p 6] 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


PNP MEETING HEARS MANLEY LABOR WARNING, NAMES LEADERS 
NWU-Government Confrontation 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Sep 82 pp l, 2 


[Text] OPPOSITION LEADER, Mr. Michael Manley, said yesterday that he will 
lead the National Workers' Union into a confrontation with the Government, 
if labour legislation was not changed to make it clear that the workers have 
an "inalienable" right to strike without the threat of loss of jobs. 


Speaking at the final public session of the four day 44th annual conference of 
the People's National Party at the National Arena, he said: 


"Let me Say very frankly, if the National Workers' Union does not see the 
Government set that law Straight, and make it clear in law that workers have 
an inalienable right to strike without being threatened with the loss of their 
jobs, I tell you, I am going to lead confrontation with labour and the Govern- 
ment in this country, myself." 


This statement was greeted with cheers, 


Mr. Manley said he was happy to be back with the NWU, and stated that it was 
from his position within the union that he had noticed "the development which 
began last year" and is continuing. He warned that if the situation was not 
dealt with there would be a serious confrontation with the labour movement in 
Jamaica. 


He said that a new interpretation of the law had come forward in the Courts of 
Jamaica and though he could not quarrel with "their Lordships" who are the re- 
positories of legai interpretation in the country, the interpretation threatened 
the very fabric of trade union peace in the country. 


Mr. Manley said that the judges have held in some recent cases that if a group 
of workers go on strike because they have a grievance or a problem, they break 
the contract with their employer and tke employer is entitle 


| to fire them from 
the job. 


an onl 


NAMING THE SERV-WEL case as an example, he urged P.N.P. Supporters to go back 
with him to 1938 and the period of Civil commotion which won the workers’ right 











to withhold their labour in support of claims for justice and better condi- 
tions of work and pay. 


Mr. Manley said the ?.N.P. wanted Jamaica to live again, but it would not be 
peace at any price. 


"Let them take heed of the thousands that are here today, let them take heed 
of the vibrations of redemption. Let the mockers and the doubters know they 
may think that they have buried the People's National Party, it shall never 
be buried in the history of Jamaica." 


The Opposition Leader said he was watching the new forces that have suddenly 
come out of the “woodwork", and how old forces have come back to the centre of 
power, an old power elite who have bought their way back to power. 


He warned: “Change the law or there is going to be trouble." 


Speaking on "credibility and management", Mr. Manley said he had noticed that 
the 4 per cent target for economic growth had now vanished and he wondered 
whose fault it was. 


He said that the Government had promised 103,000 jobs in three years and if 
they were not delivered he would lead a march to demand these jobs. 


"When a man say 103, there is no room for error. If you are proud and boasty 
enough to put three upon a hundred oonu going dam well live with what you say. 
That three can't be maybe." 


Mr. Manley said that of the 24,000 jobs which was to be the "first instalment" 
on the 103,060, 14,000 were "hustle man a hustle". 


REFERRING TO THE PRIME MINISTER Mr. Manley said: "Let him know we watching 
him and when the three year done we going stage an unemployment march to ask 
for 103,000 jobs." 


Speaking on divestment, Mr. Manley said that the p-licy was a strange policy 
because "at the very time that one was passing out of the right pocket to 
multinational corporations, one is being taken into the left pocket because 
of problems." 


Speaking on the purchase of the Esso Oil Refinery, Mr. Manley said that when 

he first heard the figure of $14-million as the purchase price he thought the 
Government had really pulled out a yeal, yet a few days later he learnt that 

it was $55 million. 


"Where is the management? Who made the mistake?" he asked. 
Mr. Manley also touched on the change of decision to house Golden Agers at 


the Forum Hotel as well as the announcement of the film complex for Catherine 
Hall, Montego Bay. 
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HE SAID THAT THE COUNTRY'S reserves were now minus $1.24 billion compared to 
$750-million when his Party lost the election. He said that the Gross Domes- 
tic Product GDP was the same as the over $2-billion foreign debt, which meant 
that the country's creditors could take it away if they so decided. 


Although the manufacturing sector had borrowed $480-million last year, there 
were still problems in obtaining raw materials. 


"We demand to know where has the borrowed money gone? Why does the manufac- 
turers not get it?" 


He said that 5.364 persons had been laid off in several sectors including 
bauxite in three months, according to the NWU figures. 


Speaking on the goverment's housing policy, Mr. Manley said the Government's 
decision to end the lottery system in allocating the houses under the National 
Housing Trust would meant going back to the days of Members of Parliaments 
allocating houses. 


Mr. Manely warned: “Comrades, gird your loins. We are not going to see that 
justice is turned back. And if we have to demonstrate and demand and do 
whatever we have to do, we are going to get some of the houses in Jamaica." 


TURNING TO THE PARTY'S FUTURE, Mr. Manley said that in a year's time he would 
give the first report on how the P.N.P. was seeing the economic development 
of Jamaica for the rest of this century. 


He said that the party did not intend to come to power out of the mistakes of 
the Government, but because its own plans were corrected and the people had 
faith in those plans. 


Mr. Manley said that there would be a place for the private sector in the sys- 
tem envisioned by the Party, but that sector would have to understand that it 
was only playing a part in the process. 


"We have a vision of another kind of outlook. We want to see a world that 
when you are growing up in schools what you learn is not to be like a crab in 
a barrel, not every man hustling for himself; but to learn iiww to cooperate 
with each other. 

"We want to rid ourselves of this dependen . We want to build a group pride 
in which our people are self-reliant." 


Election of Officers 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Sep 82 p l 
[Text] MR. MICHAEL MANLEY was returned unopposed as the President of the 
People's National Party at an election of officers which started shortly after 


midnight yesterday morning, at the 44th annual conference of the Party at the 
National Arena, Kingston. 

















Four Vice-Presidents were also elected unopposed. They were: Mr. Anthony 
Spaulding and Miss Portia Simpson, who were returned, and Mr. Winston Jones 
and Mr. Seymour Mullings, who were newly elected replacing Messrs P. J. Pat- 
terson and Ralph Brown, who did not seek re-election. 


The election should have taken place on Saturday, but was postponed. Up to 
press time on Saturday evening, spokesman for the party could not say when the 
elections would take place. However, it was revealed on Saturday night that a 
special private session would be held commencing at midnight at which time the 
elections would take place. 


The private deliberations on Saturday hed heated a. "uments between some of fi- 
cers and delegates over the selling of copies of Struggle newspaper, which is 
the organ of the Workers Party of Jamaica (W.P.J), and the admittance of Com 
munists to the conference. 


PNPYO Chairman, Mr. Paul Burke, was singled out as having associated with the 
Communists. 


The Struggle vendors were asked to leave the entrance to the Arena where they 
were selling the newspaper; and they left. But the heated argument inside 
added to the confusion and lateness which prevented matters on the agenda, 
including the election of officers, taking place. 


CSO: 3298/028 








COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


PAPER PROVIDES ROUNDUP OF CURRENT UNSETTLED LABOR DISPUTES 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Oct 82 p 15 


(Text ] 


¢ The Ministry of Labour has scheduled a 
- meeting for this morning at 10 o'clock to deal 


with a dispute at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotei, New 


Kingston. | 

Unionised staff at the horel stopped working: 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. yesterday, in support of a 
claum that the administration of service charge tips was 
improper. They had been on a go-slow since Thursday 
afternoon. ) 

Contacted yesterday for comment, the hotel's gener- 
al manager. Mr. Geoffrey Tallis, said he could not com- 
ment on the reason for the stoppage, because he had 
not been officiatly informed. However. he said that by 
2 p.m. the workers Yad resumed and the hotel was 
operating normally. 

During the stoppage the hotel was manned by its 
administrative nail The workers are represented by 
the BITU. - 


The Gleaner 


* In other labour matters at a meeting yesterday 
afternoon at the Ministry of Labour the Ministry failed 
to setclé the wage dispute which has resulted in a go- 
slow of producwea workefs ac the Gleaner Company 
since Tuesday. The BITU represents them, 

Industrial Relations Direetor at the Manistrmy Mr. 
Tony Irons urged the @orkers to end the go-siow and 
work normally, so that the Ministcy cquid deal with the 


CSO: 3298/049 


tribution of the “Gleaner” aad 


pay issue on Monday! -* rr. . 

The go-slow has slowed up the production and dis- 

the “Star” since 

Tuesday. Locai leve! talks on the dispute had failed to 
obtain an agreement. _- 
Carib Steel 

® A-meeting at the Ministry yesterday, aimed at 

settling the current dispute at Caribbean Steel Limited, 

Spanish Town, which has resulted in a strike since Sep- 

tember $0, also ended abortively. 
¢ The.workers, who are represented by the BITU, are 
demanding that the company make a wage offer betore 


4 resumption, ‘while the’ management is seeking a 


resumption befose continuing wage talks. 

The Ministry has also set a meeting for Monday 
afternoon to deal with the current closure of the Sepr- 
od complex, Producers Road Kingston. which has 
been affecting the availability of several items “ee gem 
bathing and washing soap, detergents, cooking oil an 
corn meal. ‘ 

The “dispute between the Incorporated Master 
Builders’ Association. and the unions representing work- 
ers in the construqion industry, has also been referred 
ta the Ministry and a meeting is likely to be held on or 
around Octobey 21. . 

The unions the BIFU. NWU and TUC. are seek-. 
ing a $75 a week pay increase for the workers. 

_ 














COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


EXPORT CROPS CALLED MEANS OF FILLING BAUXITE GAP 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Oct 82 p 6 


[Article by John Plowman] 


[Text] 


F THE CURRENT. CUT-BACK’ ini the 

_bauxite/alumina industry serves to con- 
vince us of the wisdom of fully developing the 
agricultural base of the country, then we will 
have learnt the hard way a lesson that is well 
worth learning. | 

Apart from export agriculture our two major 
export earners are the bauxite/aluminé 
industry and tourism. Though we are oftea 


reluctant to admit it, the tourist industry, . 


while having the potential to earn considerable 
amounts of foreign exchange. is subject to a 
number of variables many of which. are outside 
of our control. oo 

Our ‘two main export crops, sugar .and 
bananas, are currently in trouble, and in the 
case of sugar, the recovery, if any. could be.a 
long time coming. 

We are theretore faced with the problem. of 
what ought we to concentrate on to earn the 
foreign exchange to fund the many imported 
items that we need. 

I am convinced that a large part of ‘the 
answer lies in our non-traditional export crops. 
This sector has already demonstrated growth 
and it has the potential to achieve’a great deal 
more. When ‘one looks at development in thig 
sector. the agro-indusirial potential. must. also” 
be considered. _ oot 

We.in Jamaica -have always prided ourselves - 


CSO: 3298/049 
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With: justification, on the excellent qualicy of 
our products. Our coffee, cocoa, ginger, honey. 


‘and pimento, are reputed to be among the 


best in the world. What we need to look at is* 
how: best to market and process those and -oth-’ 
er products to achieve the maximum a 

One of the fastest growing markets in the. 
United States. and indeed in most of the devel- 
oped countries. is the gourmet speciality food 
market. In the United States. this market has 
an estimated value of US§7-billion per year. 
The principle on which it operates is that it 
provides for the consumer the very best prod- 
uct. It matters little what part of the world the 
product is imported from, if it has a reputa- 
tion for excelience, people will pay good mon- 
ey to have it. For example despite the size and 
efficiency of the meat industry in the United 
States, there are importers who bring ham 
from Poland into the United States. Polish 
ham has a reputation for high quality and 
there are people in the U.S. who will pay fo 
Ahave i despite 2 cost. that is higher chan the 
domestic product. | | 

Already our coffee is being sold successfully 
in this. gourmet food market. but.] am con- 
vinced ehat there are many other products that 
we can sell in this market, given our reputation 
for high quality. and also the very real, fact 
that we are unlikely to ever become high vol- 
ume producers. 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY MAKES GAINS, INCREASES EMPLOYMENT 
Minister's Remarks 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Sep 82 pp 1, 17 


[Excerpt] Employment in the construction sector was 20 per cent above the 
targeted figure at the end of June 1982. The industry has also maintained 
economic buoyancy, and its importance to the over-all economic development 
of Jamaica was increasing with the cutbacks in bauxite production. 


This was stated by the Minister of Construction, Hon. Bruce Golding, at a 
ceremony to officially open a $3.5 million concrete-producing complex, Transi- 
tmix, on the banks of the Ferry River, St. Catherine, on Thursday afternoon. 


The complex which is owned by Marley, Plant, and Co. was completed in six 
weeks and has been in operation for the past three weeks. It has a production 
capacity of 45 cubic yards of concrete per hour and operates 16 hours daily 
engaging 35 individuals in employment. ACCORDING TO SENATOR GOLDING, the $3.5 
million investment represents a strong commitment and confidence in the growth 
of the Jamaican economy. 


"Three years ago, no Jamaican would invest so much money with the climate that 
existed then,” he said, adding ‘tat the erection of the plant in such a short 
time "reflects the kind of thinkiig this country needs if we are to make eco- 
nomic progress." 


Bound up with the growth of the economy was the growth of the private sector 
which is itself "the principal vehicle for econmic growth", Senator Golding 

observed. As such, the Marley and Plant Co. must be heartily congratulated 

and the Government looks to companies with such expanding technology to make 
“this kind of input for the expansion of the economy", he said. 


Job [Increases 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Sep 82 6 1 


«ao. ** 


[Text] PRIME MINISTER EDWARD SEAGA said on Friday that in the construction 
sector an actual detailed estimate of each construction site had revealed 
that there were 20,000 more persons employed in that sector in 1982, than in 
1981. 











Speaking at the press briefing at Jamaica House on the economy, Mr. S5eaga, 
replying to a question on the state of unemployment, said: "I can't give 

any later data than you have in the last published figures which relate to 
October last year. The April survey is now being compiled and I hope it will 


be ready in a reasonably short time. 


"What I can say is that, in the construction sector, an actual detailed esti- 
mate of each construction site, site by site, job by job, has shown that there 
are 20,000 more people employed in 1982 than were employed in 1981." 


CSO: 3298/028 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAT CA 


BRIEFS 


LEADERSHIP QUESTION--In the absence from the island of both Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga and Deputy Prime Minister Hugh Shearer the Gleaner was unable 

to find out yesterday who is in charge of the Government. The ruling JLF 

has four Deputy Leaders: Miss Enid Bennett, Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Local Government; Dr Percival Broderick, Minister of Agriculture; 
Mr Pearnel Charles, Minister of Public Utilities and Transport; and Mr 
Winston Spaulding, Minister of National Security and Justice. Other possible 
candidates for man-in-charge could come from Party Chairman Senator Dr 

Ronald Irvine and Deputy Chairman Mr Alva Ross, Minister of Local Government. 
There is also Party General Secretary Senator Bruce Golding who is also 
Minister of Construction, Dr Irvine and Mr Golding being Senators must 

be ruled out because constitutionally they cannot act as Prime Minister, 

Mr Charles is off the island and Miss Benett is a Minister of State and 

not a member of Cabinet. Of the others Mr Ross has seniority in Parliament 
and held Ministerial posts from the Sixties. All of which apparently still 
leaves no one in charge or at least none that the Gleaner was able to ascer- 
tain, but one political observer told the Gleaner that Jamaicans must hope 
chat no emergency in the country arises before weekend, by which time both 
the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister will be back. [Text] [Kingston 
(HE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Oct 82 p 1] 


LTALIAN EQUIPMENT--A demonstration of tie first set of smil farming equip- 
ment valued at $45,000 which was obtained thr ug S-million Italian Line 
of Credit took place at Tetford Farm, St Catheri in the presence of 


Agriculture Minister Dr Percival Broderick, Parliamentary Secretary Brascoe 
Lee and over 200 farmers and Agriculture Ministry officials, The equipment 
includes motorized knapsacks, hand-operated knapsacks, rotovating tractors, 
portable milking machines, two-wheel and four-wheel tractors and power 
washing machines for tools. Dr Broderick told the gathering that it was 
planned that the equipment wquld be used on several farms and that th> 
demonstration was to give Ministry officials and farmers in general a first- 
hand view of the equipment an] their suitability to Jamaica's farming needs, 
Parliamentary Secretary Lee who has been closely associated with the project 
to ensure an adequate supply of farm tools said that the $5-million Line of 
Credit was available to the private sector for the securing of farming 2quip- 
ment and that Kingston Industrial Agencies was the first company to make use 

f the funds, lExcerpts] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Oct 82 
p 6] 














MONTEGO LAND GRANTS--Allocation of about 2,470 acres of land along with 119 
housing units to small farmers on the Government-owned Montego Valley 
property in St James is now being done, a release from the JIS states. 
Financed by the Government of Jamaica and the World Bank under the first 
Rural Development Project, the land is to be allotted to prospective settlers 
in different subdivided acreages, A select committee is now in the process 
of dealing with the method of the land allocation and the system of distribu- 
tion of the housing units. Meanwhile there are plans to effect massive road 
improvements in the Montego Valley to facilitate the farmers in getting out 
their agricultural produce. Approximately $250,000 is now being spent by 

the Ministry of Agriculture to cut a new road and lay the necessary infra- 
structure through the property. Some 1,000 farmers are to benefit from this 
programme, Crops produced in the area include bananas, sugar cane, yams, 
cassava and cash crops. [Excerpts] (Kingston THE DALLY GLEANER in English 

9 Oct 82 p 6] 


POPULATION CONTROL--The National Family Planning Board is to embark on a 
comprehensive public education programme beginning later this month and to 
continue up to 1986 so as to achieve a long range objective of a population 
of no more than three million people by the year 2,000. And a national 
population policy which calls for the integration of population pianning 
and national development has been approved by Cabinet and igs to be brought 
to Parliament soon. Mr Astor Burgess, executive director of the Board 
announced these new developments at a press conference held at the Court- 
leigh Hotel, Tragalgar Road, Saturday afternoon following a three-day 
management retreat which looked at certain management issues which affect 
the Board. The director of information, Mrs Mira Daley, speaking of the 
new educational thrust said that there will be a massive mass media programme 
expected to start by the end of this month which will have its main focus 
on parents and teenagers, Mr Burgess said that in the first year of the 
programme some 200 trairees will receive special training by the Board and 
these trainees will in turn conduct some 20 training sessions annually with 
some 400 participants who will then conduct parent education workshops in 
their various communities. [Excerpts] (Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 11 Oct 82 pp 1, 17] 


ITALLAN RICE--Jamaica has received a gift shipment of 5,000 metric tons of 
rice valued at $5 million from the Government of Italy. The shipment was in- 
spected at Western Terminals on Tuesday by the Hon. Douglas Vaz, Minister of 
tndustry and Commerce, tne Hon. Dr. Neville Gallimore, Minister of State in 
the Ministry or Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Basil Buck, Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Frank Ventura, Italian Vice Consul. The 
$5 million dollar gift shipment, which is part of a $30 million aid package 
which the Italian Government committed itself to give Jamaica in 1982 arrived 
in Kingston Harbour from Savona, Italy aboard the freighter M.V. ESCUBY on 
Monday. The Jamaica Commodity Trading Company is now distributing the rice 

to wholesalers for resale to shops across the island. Mr. Vaz told the Gleaner 
that the proceeds from the sale of this gift shipment will be ploughed into a 
number of agricultural development projects. The Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce is working on plans for the allocation of this revenue in association 
with the Ministry of Agriculture. Mr. Vaz said that the Italian Governmert 
had stipulated that the revenue derived from the sale of the rice shipment be 
"used to finance local agricultural programmes," and that these aid "terms 
were particularly attractive." The gift of rice was he added, greatly appie- 
ciated by the Government and people of Jamaica. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER 
in English 23 Sep 82 p 15] 
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He tound it hard to give a figure on the number of industries closing down for 
lack of foreign exchange because of unpredictable variable factors. 


"Some industries are on the point of shutting down," the minister explained, 
"and then suddenly they open up a line of credit abroad, get their raw mater- 
ials and go on working." 


Closings Fewer Than Predicted 


"Experience has shown us that the closings are fewer than were predicted and 


that unemployment also will | 


be lower, but the situation is difficult all around," 
Minister Baltodano stated. 


Answering the complaints of workers about the negligence and laziness of some 
of their comrades, Commander of the Revolution Victor Tirado took the view that 
all technical, human, and labor methods should be exhausted before the manage- 
ment of the firm and the union find it necessary to make a final, drastic deci- 
sion which, however, management should make if it does prove necessary. 


Salesmen's Commissions 


Regarding complaints that in some industries the salesmen, without exerting 
great effort, gain a large percentage of the profits produced by the workers, 
Minister of labor under the law -enedicto Meneses explained that this is some- 
thing inherited from the previous system of production against which the strug- 
gle is being waged and progress is being made. 


Salary bonuses of salesmen go back to the irrational competition in the market 
during Somoza's time, Meneses said, but now they are a heavy burden for the 

firms; ia cases where production has decreased because of a lack of raw mater- 
ials and where there is a resultant shortage of goods on themarket, the sales- 


men have simply made themselves distributors of the products. 


Reasonable Commissions 
ained through market studies, many firms have succeeded in limit- 
ions of salesmen to reasonable figures, the minister explained 

b 


With knowledge g 
issi 

her that the Ministry of Labor will continue to occupy itself 

- 


ing the commis 
in stating fur 
with this matt 


After general discussions, conference participants were divided into working 
groups according to their industrial fields and then seent several hours in 
passing the following resolutions 


To coordinate administrative and workers efforts in order to break up all 
argument or truitless discord and to direct their best energies toward resolv- 
ing problems of this type immediately in the different work centers. 


--Responsibility and cooperation in finding choices giving a concrete answer 
to the economic problems of the countrv to be reflected in each work center. 








7 
>| 
_ 


firms an 


1 


industria 


na 


otne 


ilso 


ty 
ent designed 


bili 
move 


responsi 


a1 to 


~_ 
aad 
oO 


tors’ 


innova 
together an 


= 
and the 


an) 
aa 


t 


to assume res 


_ 
U 


ist People's 


inl 


. 


Sand 


a 
aac 


nent 


stat 


1e 


Vv 
DY rd 
| Cu 
J O 
Vv 
ta fu 
w) 
ot hy 
Ss > 
z= oO 
-~ 4 
 O 
“4 
3s & 
2) 
ae?) 
WJ WY 
4 @& 
e4 k 
ra Ge 
= =) 
+r4 @ 
Yn 
mow 
oO 
Cu. bw 
wo Oo 
VY U4 
, 
Ww 
rm 
es | 
mo + 
ce 5 
Ooo 
iJ bw 
“3 ord 
eH @ 
O CG 
Pw 
508] 
mM «6 
we) 
"oO 
Cc Sd 
oOo oO 
2) 
om ww 
i 8 
Vv Wh 
G bu 
ee 
hu 4 
ra ba 
“4 
~~ 
“4 
1) 
EU 
co 
mm ow 
vWD 
= YY 
it O 
bw 
= @ 
Ww 
| 
= he 
wv 
Mm .O 
co & 
Oo WV 
et 4 
id CY 
37 VY 
ra WY 














COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FOREIGNERS NEED IDENTITY CARD AFTER 28 NOVEMBER 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 22 Sep 82 p 12 


[Text] After 28 November 1982, all foreigners who have been in this country 
more than 90 days and do not have an identity card issued by Immigration will 
have to leave the country. This [new regulation] will render invalid the 
permit which this agency issued those fore’ ners upon their entry into this 
country. 


The above information was released yesterday by Companero Ricardo Tenorio, an 
Immigration and Aliens official,who at the same time denied rumors that the 
cost of passportswould be increased. He explained that the present cost had 
been established in a law decreed by the Junta of the Government of National 
Reconstruction. 


He also urged persons who live out in the departments to go to offices in their 
respective areas in order to complete passport formalities so as to avoid the 
trip to Managua, thus saving time and money. 


On another subject, Tenorio revealed that the flow of foreign visitors to our 
country has increased considerably since the people's triumph came about, this 
increase due to the full guarantees which our Revolutionary Government has 
offered and to the desire existing abroad to learn first hand about the accom- 
plishments of the Nicaraguan people. 


The present level of visitors is so high that in the first 6 months of the cur- 
rent year alone, the total well surpassed the total of immigrants for 1981; the 
comparable figures were 101,520 in the first 6 months of 1982 against 96,747 

in the past year. 


Nevertheless, some foreigners do not come just to view our advancements or the 
countryside. They come to engage in activities against the law, and Immigra- 
tion and Aliens authorities therefore must expel them from the country. Sta- 
tistics show that one foreigner is deported every day for illegal causes. 


In conclusion, Tenorio pointed out that during this year so far more than 


16,000 Nicaraguans have gone abroad, their destinations being Costa Rica, the 
United States, Honduras, Mexico, Panama and other countries. 


9972 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH SHIP--The Soviet scientific research ship "Antilla" 
arrived at our shores on 8 September to carry out fishing agreements made by 
the Soviet Union (USSR) and the Revolutionary government of Nicaragua, The 
"Antilla,"” 500 meters from stem to stern, will remain along our shores for a 
month during which time it will set up stations to trawl for sharks and tuna on 
the Pacific shelf as well as hydrological stations to determine the parameters 
of temperature and salinity. This will provide us with knowledge of physical 
and chemical conditions in our waters, and this data will later serve as refer- 
ence points with regard to the distribution and size of our fishing resources. 
Also on board the “Antilla," which is captained by Alexandr Babiv, is a scien- 
tific aide named Guerogui Schevchenko who is in charge of taxonomy or the iden- 
tification of species, Ronald Scott and Rodolfo Sanchez, coworkers at the 
Fishing Research and Development Center of INPESCA [Nicaraguan Institute of 
Fisheries], are participating in the scientific team on behalf of Nicaragua. 
The purpose of the "Antilla's" cruise is to make a complete survey of the spe- 
cies of shark in our Pacific Ocean, especially in reference to the total number 
and distribution of this species. [Text] [Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 
12 Sep 82 p 8] 9972 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





GOVERNMENT REJECTS BUSINESSMEN'S APPEAL TO SCRAP NEW TAX 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Sep 82 p 5 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/025 


KINGSTOWN, Sun.,(Cana): 


ST. VINCENT Govern- 
ment has rejected appeals 
from the .business 
community for removal of a 
new three per cent tax on 
their gross turnover, but 
has met private sector 
representatives to discuss 
the application and possible 
modification of the fiscal 
measure, according to a re- 
lease issued here. 

Introduced as part of five 
new revenue raising 


measures in last month's 


$i+4.8 million Budget the 


tax is expected to produce 
$S.8 milion in the financial 
year. 


The statement was 
issued after a meeting 
between a delegation from 
the Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry and a St. 
Vincent Government team. 


MODIFICATION LIKELY 


The Chamber said it 
pressed for the complete 
withdrawal of the measure, 
but was told that the ad- 
ministration could not now 
contemplate removal of the 
tax. | 
It then discussed possible 
modification of the tax and 
its’ implication, but Wwith- 
out prejudice to its original 
stand that the fax be re- 
moved completely. 


Council of the Chamber 
has already met to consider 
the matter further, in the 
light of the discussion with 


Government, and will re- 
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port To the general body of 
the Chamber on Tuesday. . 

Three days previously, 
close to 150 businessmen 
and women met here to dis- 
cuss the effects of the tax 
on their businesses, and are 
to meet again to adopt a 
resolution which they in- 
tend to present to Govern- 
ment. 

The three per cent gross 
turnover tax, which became 
effective on September 1, is 
to be calculated .on the 
traders’ gross monthly tak- 
ings above the first $3,000, 
and must be paid quarterly. 

Export sales are exempt 
from the tax, in an effort to 
promote local production, 
and Cabinet may, under 
special circumstances, 
exempt persons from pay- 
ment of the tax. 


Cabinet may also exem 
certain categories of 
on transactions from pay- 
ment of the tax. 

Businessmen are not 
allowed to increase the 
mark-up on any commodity 
as a result of the tax, but 
Cabinet y Aye the in- 
crease in rice of any 
goods, except food, so as to 
compensate for the impact 
of the tax. 

Provisional collection of 
taxes order 1982, setting 
out details of the trader’s 
turnover tax, provides for 
businesses to claim 
payment the tax as a 
deductible expense for in- 
come tax purposes. 


ST VINCENT 














COUNTRY SECTION 


RETAIL PRICE OF SUGAR GOING UP; BACKGROUND REVIEWED 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Sep 82 p l 


[Article by Ed Wynn Brant] 


[Text ] HOUSEWIVES are to pay 15 cents per 
pound more for sugar (wash grey) by the 
end of. this week. The hike from 25 cents 
to 40 cents hag been recommended by 
Prices Commission of the -Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce and the depart- 
ment is awaiting the stamp of approval 
from Cabinet. } 

ccording to a Ministry official, the increase is 
going before Cabinet tomorrow morning will 
included on the price control schedule pub; 

lished by the Ministry of Industry, Commerce 
and Consumer Affairs 

At the moment there is fnarket prices. ~ 
an artificial sho of On. September 6, State-; 
sugar and sweet conm- § owned Caroni Ltd raised its 
densed milk in the wholesale price of wash grey’ 
groceries. -  gugar from $370.20 to 

Caroni Ltd, which holds a $1422.77 per metric tonne 
ee 
quate stocks of yy Se SAd7 $4 to $1,322.70 
Pn , ash oe ah tonne Apart rom 
could be attributed to started at its new 
hoardi wholesale to 
m*.. . for retailing. a 
he withdrawn all stocks in 2 aye $1,150 per tonne 
of sweetened condensed for sugar — up 
milk and sugar after reat rom. wash grey, 
ing a report in the “Guar = from " to $692.60 per 
dian” last week that 10% tona®.. _.«.. 
price had-gene-up by a $; eo e stad retail 
a tonne for industrial users. ces are 

Checks all over Trinidad wash grey and $2.20 for a 
peor nical See, four tones gscree® ot 
condensed milk on the; “me * : oe 
being asked to pay Diack SUBSIDY OFF 

cso: 3298/030 
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stemmed from the 
drawal of the subsidy by tne 
which last 


r districts. 
Granulated sugar then 
was sold at $1.22 for a four- 


) annually.-Caroni pro- 
Seces about 14,000 tonnes of 
refined sugar and acti 


— the rices of soft 
to u Pp 
p the 


» pastries, te 
confectionary, condensed 


and syrups. _ 
Up to last night, the 
manufacturers said they 
were still watching the 
market and Cabinet’s move 
before introducirig the new 
prices. 

















COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, LABOR TO JOIN IN TALKS ON PRIORITY ISSUES 


‘Focus on Employment 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Sep 82 p 1 


[Text] ‘TRIPARTITE " discussions - involving 


ment. - ° |. er 
This was stated by Mr Errol Mahabir, Minister 
bour, Social Securi -operatives yes- 
of Labour, Sey address 10 the ca Brea Com 


- Mahabir said that the ig on. housing, educa- 
tripartite coal jong tion, the a ee 
will siahabir eid 


for immediate discussion. segments of the society 
The first area would be re- = should be concerned. 

trenchment, he said. . Labour statistics over 

The Minister said that the past few years showed 

the situation called for that unemployment in Four 

calm yet resolute action by tion to the total labour 

all parties to ensure that force declined from 14 per 

the eres 0 Oe ere the ee 

. obago .n ‘ 
future would be clearly iden- The situation developed 
“the exercise he felt a TS lime 
In crease 
that of level of available through ciioe 
the _ tion of petroleum resources 
isati . labour and revenues. 

He said: ‘As there was no 

— ae to monitor 

re 

the hed during that 

period, retrenchment dur 


" 
i 
i 


i 
i 











ports showed an unusual 
spate of activities in re 
spect of retrenchment, par- 
culariy since the begin- 


ning of 1982. piss 6 


the garment industry, the 


itry, r) ( - 
ticularly ship ) rand 
light i the 
—— of furniture 


shoes. 
Tripartite discussions be 
pa Saat Puleee ee 
leary, new “a - 
viser to the Riinoer of 
Labour, Social Security and 
Co-operatives, in the ir. 

CRITICAL WEEKS 


Mr “Mahabir drew atten- 
tion“to the situation in the 
oil belt in relation to the 
country’s future. He said 


the coming two weeks 
would be critical for the 


the inter- ministerial team. 


and advisers will hold dis- 
cussions with Texaco 
Trinidad and Trinidad -Tes- 
oro Petroleum Company on 
September. 23. with respect 





ae ea Sy i 
e s 49> 
cent in Trinidad Tesorv. - 


ture and the Minister is al- 
so awaiting the response of 


the retirement age to 60 for 
‘all its workers. 


for payment by cheque was 


"fhe Board, he said, would 


have all the cheque books by 
‘the inning of 1983. 
Touchi on role of the 


party, he asked how many 
party members reflected 
upon the contents of the 
People’s Charter and’ its 
successor document, Per- 
spectives for the New 
Society. 


Report on Layoffs 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Sep 82 p 3 


[Article by John Babb] 


[Text ] 


STATISTICS collected by the Ministry of 


* 
772 


Labour reveal a totai of -. 


ersons have been 


thrown on the breadline so far for the year. 

This was pointed out on Sunday by Labour Minister Errol 
Mahabir, when he told the annual conference of the La Brea 
PNM Constituency that one of the problems was ‘hat 


Trinidad and ‘Tobago was beginning to feel the impact of the 


international recession. 

The result was the 
retrenchment of workers. 

For the year, he pointed 
out, 572 workers in the oil 
services sector had been 
retrenched; 850 in 
construction; 398 in ~ the 
garment industry; 692 in 
other manufacturing 
industries, including 
furniture; 14 in aviation; 
120 in marine, with 
particular reference to ship 
repairs, with the possibility 
of more going; and 126 in the 
-yehicle assembly industry. 

While the Government 
had been able to help reduce 


gnemployment over the 
years from 14 per cent down 
to 10 per cent in 1981, 
Government - had an 
enormous task on its hands- 
‘in the face of the recession 


pinch. 
. He noted that the spate 


‘of retrenchment in 1982 was 


unusual. 

-- According ta Mr. 
Mahabir, his Ministry has 
‘formulated roposals to 
submit to the upcomin 
tripartite discussions wit 
a view to suggesting 
eventually to the Cabinet, 
“that we pass in legisia- 











CSO: 





tion, either in the ‘labour’ 
laws, or in our statistics 


‘ PROPER RECORDS 


_ Only by that measure 
; the Labour Ministry: 
have records. 


tional market; the’ 
situation in Caricom as well 
@s extra-Caricom imports. 
of finished“ p cts 


materialise in order 
‘to help > ameliorate the 
‘growing = retrenchment, 
‘trend. . ; ‘ 


g 
their profit levels had 


R to Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt, Mr. Mahabir 
said this represented 
another example 0 yop 
ment’s entry into an area 
the commancing heights of 
the economy for the 
purpose of saving jobs in a 
part of the country where 
alternative employment 
was hard to find. 

The move by the Govern- 
ment in acquiring at 
com was aiso aim 
the Coot development of an 
industry 


When the Government 
acqui . ngs — of 
Trinida e Asp on 
June 1, 1978, he recalled, the 


3298/030 
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company then could not 
generate sufficient sales to 
cover its operating 


- Cabinet was__ recently 


asked to approve a capital 
expenditure budget to 


TWO PHASES: 


Cabinet noted that 
despite various efforts by 
the company to improve 
sales in overseas markets 
there has been a decline. 
Consequently, the company 
directed its attention to 
the local market. As a 
result, there was the 
direction from —* 

€ company’s prod- 
uct be used in_ the 
development of the local 
roads programme. 

To upgrade the company’s 
gg — t : 
w equately supply 
the local market, Cabinet 
has ——— $2.843 million, 
even gh the company 
has not been able to make 
any payments to the 
Government on loans made 
to it so far. The loans 
totalled $6.1 million. 

The latest sum approved 
— $2.843 million — go as 
equity into the company, 
and will be used to upgrade 
facilities. The upgrading 
programme will be carri 
out in two phases. 

The Labour Minister said 
he hoped the workers in. 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt { 
would unde d the | 
importance the 
Government sinking more 
money into the py 
even at a time when it co d 
not pay the $1 million it 
ow to a commercial bank. 
Mr. Mahabir said it was 
imperative that the 
workers try to make the 
company’s operations 
su > 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


TEXACO PLANS TO CUT RETIREMENT AGE, DROP 1,500 WORKERS 


Port-of~Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 16 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text] " TEXACO Trinidad Inc. is to put into writing its 
proposal to reduce the retirement age of monthly 
salaried workers from 65 to 60, and hand it in to the 
Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union with a copy to 
Minister of Labour Errol Mahabir. ae 
Texaco 


reduction would mean to : behalf 
the work force and operations of the s %0-plus 
‘Then’ the = the The ution is opposing the 
information, meet reduction but the company is 


CSO: 3298/030 


97 








COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


MANNING DESCRIBES FISCAL CRISIS, RULES OUT TAX CUT 


Budget Choices 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Sep 82 p 1 


[Text] TRINIDAD and Tobago will need to borrow, use some of its 


savings and receive foreign’ private capital in its efforts to 
provide a balanced budget. .In addition the prespectives of 
business, labour and Government will have to be merged to form 
a common front. . 


This was stated by Mr Patrick Manning, 
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, in an 
address to the annual. general meeting of the 
South Trinidad Chamber of Industry and 
poawer veiag Bon the Chamber’s béardroom, Cross 
Crossing, San Fernando, yesterday evening. 
Ming that a feces —_, is aoe 3 country and 
| economy of Trini Tobago rspective, 
Bit Mfanning. explained thet for the Iaatelght years tho 
annual budget had a us cf revenue over e ture. 
“We have simply ved 


at an inevitable point —a "Ot srow as in 
budget thai has to be the last eight’ years we are 
balanced —a fiscal exercise about to. An , 

n ) " 


that is pert and parcel of “We will 

the life of all people We will need to use some of 
organisations an our savings. We will, as al- 
countries; a choice between ways, need the injection of 





what we most how foreign private capital’’. 

much we can afford and There will be need to put 

which is the best way to ‘Trinidad and Tobago before 

= wh. = : various self interests. 
Minister said: ‘‘Wha 

kind of period are’ we now INCREASING RATES 


entering? Firstly, the oil is Each of the three major 
- ad finished. It is ay, yo groups — business, labour 


and Government, has its 

ce has not colla It rspecti 
oe fallen somewhat and is but hag Be be clear that 
leas likely to grow as fast. ves must 


“those perspecti 
“More importantly, we - to ff oe 
have all seen the problems fron particularly if w eee 
wth and one of the first 2% ectionist barriers being 
Ether our” expectations Sen ater forall Kine of 


5 
have so grown that we DOW = capital, and trade and aid 
perceive that if we do hot oath even more strings 


make as many dollars @5 = attached, as increasing 
last year we are features of the wider 


facing collapse. If world”. 
our organization does 
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_Mr Manning outlined six 
basic criteria for the 
country to move forward 
into the eighties and 
attract capital for 
development. 

Political stability, a g 

industrial climate, a 
prudent Government with 
careful spending policies, a 
skilled and receptive work 
force, management with 
both management and 
technological capabilities 
and self-perception as part 
of the wider world well 
founded in reality. 
_ Speaking on the proposed 
increase in rates for public 
utilities, Mr Manning asked if 
telephone rates were not in- 
creased, then who would 
provide funds for further 
improvement in the 
service? 

“If the Government is to 
= om emg ages f — 
w y the taxpaye 
‘Should all taxpayers funda 
service only utilised by 


Tax Cut Issue 


some? 

“We cannot dodge the 
issue by blaming 
management and Govern- 
ment, for even if we change 
each, the service will need 
to be improved and funded”’, 
he said. 

Mr Manning said: ‘‘ For 
eight years our petro- 
dollars afforded us the 
lu ensuring that all 
the social inequities were 
addressed almost entirely 
by Government with the 
help of a few charitable or- 


ansations. 
‘The mechanisms may 


: not have worked perfectly 


and there are some that 
— created as many 
problems as they solved. 

Nevertheless, one could 
safely stand back and criti- 
cise as long as the social 
order held together’’. 

He questioned whether 
they had forgotten the cost 
of wnempoy ment to the 
dignity of the individual. 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Sep 82 p l 


[Text ] 


ENERGY Minister Patrick Manning has stated 


that a tax cut would be as 


inflationary in Trinidad 


and Tobago as unreasonable price increases and 


wage demands. 


e meeting 

Trinidad Chamber of Indu 

and Commerce yesterday, Mr 
a balanced 


Manning said 


budget must necessitate ap- 
propriate tax levels to meet 


determined priorities 
“Let us not i 


import foreign 
ideologies based on faith that 
have no intellectual base. As 


CSO: 


3298/029 


businessmen, faith in mira- 
cles can hardly be your 
creed,” he told the Chamber. 
“It is time to stop shouting 
Government spending, wage 
demands, price increases .... 
7 all contribute,” he said. 
e questioned whether tax 
cut funds would be saved or 
reinvested or salted away 


“As a nation can we not all 
agree that it must be rein- 
vested here in plant and ma- 
chinery, in our people on our 
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land, to provide more for our 
future?” 


CUT SUBSIDIES 


8 — cutting 4 
sidlies was y one wa 
reduce Menge ge spending 


Com r( increased the 
price of sugar. 
“Jt is very important that 


and 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DONALDSON TURNS DOWN PNM POST, REITERATES SUPPORT 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Sep 82 p l 


[Text] NATIONAL Security Minister John Donaldson has 
said he is not interested in any in the People’s 
National Movement (PNM) “at time.” 


B PNM Constituency down 

Sunday he had ao anu t arind a ; described 

and could speak asfreelyashe part of the editorial, without 
“It j of aes 5, SD 


split the ranks. “Watch it,” 

he advised PNMites. Ss ender To 
He said he was committed publicly ad that it was 

“to the party to w we anything + 

belong and in whuse st be self-criticism, or at least 

we believe the future of thi ar 


ee within the , Particular- 
“We must. ensure that we ly el én of Oe 
to pass on.” . 

ommenting on the “Sun- Inv his before formal- 
day Guardian" editorial, the _ newly- 


oil to eel alsov told party inembers 
: our tic 


make it clear that the Police ‘never let 
Service was not his. procedures be used to destroy 
He said he usually gave UF party structure, or its 


cso: 3298/029 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


OPPOSITION SENATOR BEST OFFERS REMEDY FOR RECESSION 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Sep 82 p l 





[Text] SENATOR Lloyd Best Leader of the Opposi- 
tion in the Senate, has warned that the great 
danger facing Trinidad and Tovago may be the 
resurgence of the colonial politics of ‘salvation 
and redemption.”’ 

His comments were made trol, and national planning. 
at the s assembly of He said: ‘‘The crisis that 
the Tapia House movement we now face is not a crisis 
yesterday at Tunapuna which springs from the 
while speaking on the pre- = decline in export from oil 
the country. : the economic fortunes of 

He said: “If the economic our country. 
misfortune cannot be met “Such developments take 
with resolution and compo- place all the time and we 
sure, with determination are the stock in trade of a 
and daring and with effi- free existence.” 
ciency and a he He added: “Our crisis lies 
are going to open the door _ in the fact that we may not 
to another Saviour promis- _ pe as ready as we could have 
ing another world of grand — been to face adversity with 
illusion.” fortitude, with ‘confidence 

Mr. Best, Chairman of and with the certainty 
the Tapia House Movement, that great is Trinidad, 7'o- 
said that in the face of in- bago and the West Indies 
ternational recession and and therefore they should 
falling earnings from oil, the prevail. 
country must embrace ten 
sets of measures and ad- Senator Best claimed 
justments. that the years of self gov- 

There must be new re- ernment and independence 
gimes for production, con- ‘have prepared.us for noth- 
sumption, investments, ing. We are more __indisci- 
taxation, public’ expendi- plined now perhaps thanever 
ture, public welfare, em- we have been. We are more 
ployment, external trade uncaring,more slack and slop- 
and payments, manage- Py, less organised and less 
ment, ownership and con- committed than ever.”’ 

csO: 3298/029 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DONALDSON SOUNDS WARNING ON DRUG, SECURITY PROBLEMS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Sep 82 p | 


- 


[Excerpt] MINISTER of National Security, Rep. John 
Donaldson, has warned that drugs worth millions 
of dollars were being put on the market and 
children were being encouraged daily to become 
drug abusers. Citizens.of the country should be 
concerned, he. said, since lives were being 
destroyed. 

The onl . j 
a matte for foe Minioey SU Ste etter fis 
of National Security, he all of us as citizens should 
said, but for the e na- act so as to ensure that 
tion ‘because this is a far _— these attributes of our soci- 


greater problem than any _— ety, freedom and openness, 
transitory economic are not the very avenues 


S 
4 


; 
g 
5 


Commerce, at Farrell ! result of flooding or a vol- 
~~ Hotel — cano that affected the ex- 


He said that national se- 
curity was not only a mat- whether in the effort to as- 


to the State alone. He sist, we do not put the na- 


: tion at ter risk. 
for full and active co- H Sderred to devel- 


: opnrents ‘‘am our nei 
e drew qrention ts, to box "and reminded of the 
munition. s old saying that, “when your 
He said that it ‘was his neighbour’s house is on fire, 


view. thats.‘‘you: 

nave a = dut to =. 

~ y A A. they. security that Te in 

felt that the laws of the a of = ~A a 

a, ee SS rights violations and 

don an 7 ae 4 oe such’ other things, ‘‘We 
pte | must look at what is ha 


“Trinidad and Tobago is ening, out on —_ 


CSO: 3298/029 END 
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